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Peking Opera Dress that a female worker embroidered in the ZhenHu
town of Wu county, Suzhou, Usually one embroidered dress takes many
months or even up to one year to complete.
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My congratulations to Mr. Chen Shen’s latest publication

“Photo encyclopedia of Beijing Opera Costumes™! Mr. Chen is

. not only an expert in the publication business but also a scholar

specializing in the history of photography. Even though Beijing
Opera is not his main profession, Mr. Chen has been pursuing his
passion and become a connoisseur on the subject.

~ Mr. Chen has been a special editor focusing on Beijing Opera
publications since early 90s. This position was what sparked his
interest in that subject initially. For more than 10 years, Mr. Chen
has been collecting several hundred Beijing Opera Costumes and
made friends who shared the same passion. Along the way, he
has also met many costume designers as well as Beijing and Kun
Qu scholars such as Zhu, Jia-Jin and New, Jun.

Mr. Chen and I often get together at my residence to discuss
some challenges encountered during research. From my
observation, his study is quite different from the conventional
measures adopted by the Beijing Opera academic communities.
Instead, Mr. Chen approaches the subject of Beijing Opera Cos-
tumes from the perspectives of traditional beautify and artistic
forms. His new book demonstrates his hard work incorporating
both academic and historic values.

The artistic costumes that dancers wear while performing
Beijing Opera are also known as “Xing Tou”. The usage of those
words could be found in the script of an episode from the old
days called “Dan Xing Yuan”, within which depicted a low life
character wearing lousy “Xing Tou”. This finding has been served
as one of the credible reference points for acknowledging that
back in Yuan Dynasty (AD 1271-1368), costumes were being
utilized during performance and costumes were also called “Xing
Tou”.

According to Chinese history literature, Lee, Dou was in Qian-
Long era of Qing Dynasty (AD 1736 - 1797), the author of “Yang
Zhou Hua Fang Lu”wrote in his book that “costumes are also
called ‘Xing Tou’, which are divided into four categories -“Yi’
(clothing), ‘kui’ (helmet), ‘Za’ (miscellaneous) and‘Ba’
(weaponry)” .The book also listed 75 types of costumes and 60
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types of helmets. Therefore, most scholars consider that Beijing
Opera Costumes have been systematically formulated and estab-
lished since Qing Dynasty (AD 1736 - 1797). There were 100
paintings illustrated in the publications of two volumes, which
were part of the collections of Forbidden City. Researcher Zhu,
Jia-Jin confirmed that those publications belonged to Empress
Jing-Yi from Tong-Zhi era of Qing Dynasty (AD 1736 - 1797).
They also serve as significant and precious Beijing Opera
literature.

Before leaving for the United States of America in 1930, Mr.
Mei, Lan- Fang invited Beijing Opera specialists to draw more
than 2000 paintings of Beijing Opera Costumes and framed them
in scrolls. Mr. Mei brought them with him to the US to showcase
Chinese culture. This milestone was deemed as one of the major
efforts to study the subject and organize pertinent materials of
Beijing Opera Costumes.

Mr. Chen and I have many things in common. Even though
Beijing Opera are not our profession, we both are very passion-
ate about it. Moreover, I am very fortunate to have witnessed and
been deeply inspired by so many prominent Beijing Opera leg-
ends like Yang, Xiao- Lou; Mei, Lan-Fang and Yu, Shu-Yan.
Whenever Mr. Chen and I got together, I would passionately share
with him my thoughts and experience regarding Beijing Opera;
making them available for him perhaps as reference material.

All of the material on Beijing Opera Costumes collected in
this book, totaling 200 pieces, span from 18th Century to present.
Fundamentally, they include most commonly used costumes worn
on stage. Even the newly-made costumes are completed follow-
ing the traditional manufacturing methodologies, which are ab-
solutely invaluable. The embroidery along, base on my estimation,
will take a long-living worker more than a life time to complete.

The publishing of *“ Photographic encyclopedia of traditional
Beijing Opera Costumes ” is not only beneficial to the prosperity
of Beijing Opera but also a great contribution by China to ensure
the continuation and preservation of UNESCO non-material world

heritage.

Liu Zeng Fu
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Poor Dress is the number one Opera Dress costume. The person
who wears this kind of dress will become wealthy and thus
share their rich life.
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White satin embroidered coiling flower Xue zi Coat with colored
thread

Black satin embroidered coiling flower Xue zi Coat with colored
thread

Purple satin embroidered flower of Xue zi Coat with colored thread
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Black satin embroidered coiling flower Jian Yi with golden thread
Light Blue satin Jian Yi with coiling flower
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Sapphire satin embroidered popular flower of Costume

Xiao Fan Dan and Si Xi Belt

Xiao Yao Skirt

Red satin embroidered Qi Mang with colored thread

Black satin embroidered flower of Da Jin Sleeveless Jacket

Grey satin embroidered flower of Da Jin Sleeveless Jacket

Blue satin embroidered flower of Da Jin Sleeveless Jacket

267
268
269
270
271
272
274
276
277
278
279
280

282
283
284
284
286
288

290

292

294
295
29
298
300
302
304
305
306

307

Green satin embroidered flower of Dui Jin Sleeveless Jacket

Light blue satin embroidered dragon of big Sleeveless Jacket
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purple

Purple Eight Diagrams Taoist Robe

Purple satin Taoist Coat
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Red satin embroidered coiling dragon Mang Robe with colored threads
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