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This was a book published in 1910s by Yamane Takuzou, a Japanese scholar, which recorded the cities and
landscapes in the Yangtse River Basin over thousands of Chinese miles by photos. Reading the historical
photo album captured 90 years ago, we could feel the Japanese photographer’s love to the Yangtse River.
The trails of silver oxide on these photos of the Yangtse Rivers show their preciousness.

Many books I have ever read about the modern Chinese cities are written by foreigners. Most of the
pictorial books since the period of Peiyang University that I have ever seen in the historical archives room
of the'library of Tianjin University are the works of the Japanese. That shows the attention of their
scholars and cultural field on Chinese history. The historical album profiling the view of Yangtse River 90

years ago could give us three revelations as followings:

1. The long and profound culture of Yangtse River draws the attentions of the whole world. We should
pay great attention to the cultural and natural heritage of Yangtse River as we do for the Grand Canal;
2.Though the photo album of Yangtse River was published by Yamane Takuzou almost one hundred
years ago, many persons from the publishing industry praise its high quality of theme, text, photos and
pages. It inspires us to pay more attention to the cultural heritages seemed familiar to us via various means
as movie and TV programs, books, etc. Because of some historic or other causes, the original book is in
English and Japanese language, and Chinese language is very little. The new version removes the Japanese
language and takes the Chinese and English language for easier reading,

3.Many buildings and building groups shown in the travel photo book printed with collotype have
disappeared now, such as Leifeng Pagoda, Yellow Crane Tower, old city of Changsha and etc. We felt very
painful for these historical relics were destroyed. The photos of historical view would bring the readers
historical scenery and the experience of cultural charm of the ancient oriental country.

Indisputablely speaking, parts of the contents are inappropriate for the readers nowadays. So we have had

them revised and abridged, and have remained the most parts that depicted histoy, economy and trans




portation of the cities and scenic spots in Yangtse River Basin in fidelity to the original.
In fact, there are some other books about Yangtse River and photos out of print. For example, the
feasibility report on the construction of Zhouxiang railway submitted by Yuzhong Company, US
to the Ministry of Communication of the North-ocean government from May 1, 1918 to Sept. 15,
1919 gave the description about the mountains, fields, rivers and surrounding cities and cultures in a
particular viewpoint. In 1980s, CCTV presented the 25-volume films Talking about the Yangtse River,
which made the river a focus and spread the culture of Yangtse culture. Especially, starting of the
Three Gorges Project in 1990s drew the great attentions. The film of Re-Talking about the Yangtse

River by CCTV gave the overall presentation of the past, today and future of the Yangtse River.

The history needs the reality to be proved. After the historic characters passed away in the river of time,
the historical heritage would be the only evidence to prove that they have ever existed. The broken ancient
buildings standing there for thousands of years prove the continuity of 5000-year Chinese civilization and
are the pride of’ Chinese Nation. Secing the railway and sea route in the picture, built by foreign forces to
rob our resources, we feel the deep indignity and pain for those unforgettable histories. .

It is our wish of revising and publishing the book that every Chinese should not forget not only the
magnificent history of China but also the indignity and pain under the trample of foreign forces. It
is our proposal that all friends, no matter Chinese or foreigners, exploring in the cities, architecture,
cultural landscape of Yangtse River, should not only admire the beauty of landscape but also remember
what have happened there. We hope that the Yangtse River full of the art nature of the oriental ancient
country, going out of thousands of canyons, taking in hundreds of rivers and showing the grandness and

magnificence will irrigate the Chinese land and feed the profound eastern culture.

Editor of BIAD Media Architectural Creation
Jin Lei
March 6, 2008
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The Civilization in Yellow River Basin has extended southwards to the Yangtse River Basin, both have a long history. I have ever lived in China for twenty years and this “Thc;
Yangtse Sights” is the fruit of my travels in China via. ten years during which T took more than one thousand photos of the important cities, towns, commercial and industrial
centers, noted historical places and sights, ancient monuments and architectures, and what not that may be worth seeing in the Yangtse Valley.
The unstinted patronage and help by the Nisshin Steamship Co., Ltd. And other firms as well as men of rank and position in Japan were pleased to bestow on me, are ever
grateful to me to make the work as best as possible. I selected one hundred and fifty four photos, all of excellent artistic value and merit, and send them forth in the form of a
collotyped album with explanation in Chinese, Japanese and English for reprinting.

It is true that many volumes have been written, and a myriad of photos and illustrations have been given out to the general readers about the Yangtse and various places on its
shores, which are pre-eminent in beauty and rich in historical association; nevertheless, they are, for the most part, too one-sided or on minor scales, leaving much to be desired
in respect of making distinction between the important and otherwise.

This “The Yangtse Sights” is quite different from books and albums of the sort. What I arranged in it, one after another, are the grand and majestic sights and scenes of the
Yangtse River Basin from its upper district down to Nanjing, in such an order and fashion as to equally appeal to the profound interests of those who are already acquainted
with China and of those who are not. Furthermore, it has been my effort and hope to give thorough knowledge of geography, history and economic conditions of China, that is

watered by one of the largest rivers of the world, and where a civilization entirely inherent to the Chinese people has been developed since time immemorial.

Takuzo Yamane
July 1917
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The Vicinity of the Customs Office,

Shanghai

Shanghai is called the Chicago of the East at the beginning of the 20th century.
It has a population of approximately a million, and ranks first among the Chinese
ports as the most prosperous mart of commerce.

With broad and well-kept streets and boulevards that are lined by large,
magnificent buildings and mansions, equipped with water-works and other
equipments, are quite modern in its plan and scale, every visitor here will have
an impression of being in one of the great cities of the West. The vicinity of the
Bund particularly is the central district of the whole city, being most prominent in
beauty and splendor. Huangputan, known as “the Bund”, is the name given to the

water-front thoroughfare in this part of the city.
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The Garden Bridge, or Waida (Outer The bridge spans the Suzhou River at its mouth,

Great) Bridge, over Suzhou River, where the Huang Pu joins and is generally called
Shan gh Qi “Garden Bridge”. This is the oldest iron bridge in

Shanghai. The views from the bridge remind one
of the prosperous scenery of Chicago. Imposing
buildings.such as the Astor House, the largest
structure in Shanghai, the British Consulate-
General, and Shanghai Branch of the Yokohama
Specie Bank, cluster at either end of the bridge.
It is called popularly in Chinese as “Waibaidu

Bridge” later.



