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Introduction

1. Two of the elements in European culture are considered to be more
enduring and they are the element and the
element.
[Key: Greco-Roman (/grizkau 'revmen/ 75 &% 3 #9) /Judeo-Christian
(/dzu'dimu 'kreistjon/ AR S BB HEFLHH) ]

Division One: Greek Culture and Roman Culture
I. Greek Culture (pp. 2-36)
1. The Historical Context (p. 2)

1. In a more remote period of Greek history, probably around ,
a war was fought between Greece and Troy (/troi/ ).
{Key: 1200 B.C. ]
2. Greek culture reached a high point of development in the
century B.C:
[Key: 5th]
What marked the high point of development in Greek culture in the 5th
century B.C. 7
3. The high point of development in Greek culture was marked by (a)
the successful repulse of the invasion early in the 5th century
B.C., (b) the establishment of and (c) the flourishing of

science, philosophy, literature, art and historical writing in

[Key: Persian / democracy / Athens (/'sefanz/ B 4)7
4. The 5th century B. C. closed with civil war between and
in Greece.
[Key: Athens / Sparta (/'spata #72534) ]
5. In the second half of the century B. C., all Greece was
brought under the rule of » King of Macedon (/'mzesidon/ 4
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HE0D.

"Key:4th / Alexander |

In B.C. the Romans conquered Greece.
[Key: 146]

2. Social and Political Structure (p. 3)

What were the main features of ancient Greek society?

1.

Athens was a democracy, where only the adult citizens had
the rights.
LKey: male]

. The economy of Athens rested on an immense amount of

labour.

[Key: slave]

The Greeks loved sports. Once every four years, they had a big
festival on which included contests of sports.

[ Key: Olympus Mount]

Revised in , the Games have become the world’s foremost
ameteur sports competition.

[Key: 1896

3. Homer (about 700 B.C.) (&) (pp. 3-13)
What did Homer do?

1. Ancient Greeks considered to be the author of their epics:
the Iliad (/'tirad/ FFFT4E) and the Odyssey (/rodsi/ BER).
[Key: Homer]

2. Homer probably lived around
[Key: 700 B.C. |

3. The Iliad and the Odyssey are not about events of own time,
but about great men and wars of a remoter age, probably in the period
of .

[Key: Homer’s /1200—1100 B.C. |
Iliad (p. 3
1. The Iliad deals with the alliance of the states of the southern
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mainland of Greece, led by Agamemnon in their war against the city
of .

[Key: Troy |

The heroes are Hector ( /hekta(r) / # =L H) on the side
and Achilles ( /o'kidliz/ FTEFET) and Odysseus ( /ou'dsjus/ EEE
#) on the .

[Key: Trojan / Greek]

In the final battle, Hector was killed by Achilles and Troy was sacked
and burned by the

[Key: Greeks]

Odyssey (pp. 3-4)

1.

The Odyssey deals with the of QOdysseus after the Trojan war
to his home island Ithaca ( /1@ske/ {REE).

[Key: return]

The Odyssey describes many adventures Odysseus ran into on his long
voyage and how he was reunited with his faithful Penelope
(/pr'nelopt/ IEF ).

[Key: wife]

Why is Homer important in the history of European literature?
(See: Lasting Effects) (p. 36)

1.

Countless writers have quoted, adapted, borrowed from and
otherwise used epics.

[Key: Homer’s]

In the early part of the 19th century, in England alone, three young
Romantic poets (Byron, Shelley and Keats) expressed their

of Greek culture in works which have themselves become classics.
TKey: admiration ]

In the 20th century, there are parallels in the Irishman
James Joyce’s modernist masterpiece Ulysses.

[Key: Homeric ( /has'mertk / 5 B KA HD ]

Lyric Poetry (pp. 13-14)
Of many lyric poets of the (Greek) time, two are still admired by
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readers today: and

[Key: Sappho (about 612—580 B.C.) ( /'seefaus/ §#4&) / Pindar (about
518—438 B.C.) (/pmndalr) / §hik)

2. Sappho was a poet noted for her poems of
passionate intensity.
"Key: woman / love ]

3. Pindar is best known for his odes celebrating the victories at the
athletic games, such as the 14 odes.
[Key: Olympian]

5. Drama (p. 14)

1. Early in their remote past, the Greeks started to perform plays at
festivals.
[Key: religious]
2. Out of these origins a powerful drama developed in the
century B. C.

LKey: 5th]
3. Performances were given in theatres, with the audience
sitting on benches and looking down at the stage from
sides.

[Key: open-air / stone / three_

QOutstanding Dramatists (pp. 14-18)

1. The outstanding dramatists of ancient Greece were s

, and .

[Key: Aeschylus ( /iskilas/ BHiEE B H7) / Sophocles ( /sofekliz/ &
EEHE / Furipides (/io'ripdiz/ B 2 RS HT) / Aristophanes ( /
sert'stofaniz / i BB HFFEZS) ]

a. Aeschylus (525—456 B.C.) (p.14)

1. Aecschylus is noted for his vivid portrayal and majestic

[Key: character / poetry ]
2. Aeschylus wrote such plays as ’ and
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[Key: Prometheus Bound ( /pras'miGjus/ (BN E T REH Y /
Persians ({87 A ) /Agamemnon ( feeg'memnan /BI040 )

b. Sophocles (496—406 B.C.) (p..17)

Sophocles was the author of plays like , and

[Key: Oedipus the King (/icipos/ ¢ & 3¢ 58 % £» / Electra
( N'lekira/ R EBTHEHLY) / Antigone (/een'tigon/ (B EEN
Oedipus the King is the story of a man who unknowingly committed a

terrible sin by killing his and marrying his
[Key: father / mother ]
. The Austrian psychiatrist Sigmund Freud’s term “ ” was also

derived from Sophocles’s play.
[Key: the Qedipus complex (ZE&HEFL)]

c. Euripides (484—406 B.C.) (p.18)

d.

Euripides wrote mainly about in such plays as s
and .

[Key: women / Andromache ( /een'drnmakt/ { 22 & B / Medea

(/mi'din/ CFEIED) / Trojan Women ( /raudzen / (R ELE M)

Euripides may be called the first writer of “ .

[Key: problem plays ]

Comedy (p. 18>

Aristophanes (about 450—380 B.C.) (p.18)

1.

. Herodotus is often called “

Aristophanes wrote such plays as , ’ and

[Key: Frogs ({43 / Clouds ({ &Y / Wasps ({ T #)) / Birds
&gm»]

History (pp. 19-22)

. Herodotus (484—430 B.C.) ( /he'rodstes/ & F £ &) (pp. 19-20)

»

[Key: Father of History |
Herodotus wrote about the between Greeks and Persians.
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[ Key: wars
b. Thucydides (about 460—404 B.C.) ( Mju'siddiz/ {E&EE) (pp. 20-22)
1. Thucydides told about the war between and and
between Athens and Syracuse ( /'sarrekjuz/ $5HIZE =), a Greek state
on the island of Sicily (FFES).
[Key: Athens / Sparta]

7. Philosophy and Science (pp. 22-32)

Scientists

a. Pythagoras (about 500 B.C.—?) ( /pai'0zgoras/ HESASFRiHT) (p.22)

1. Pythagoras was the founder of
[ Key: scientific mathematics_

2. To Pythagoras and his school we owe the abstract conceptions
underlying mathematics—point. line, magnitude, surface, body—and
the first theory of
[Key: proportion |

b. Heracleitus (about 540—480 B. C.) (/hera'klattss/ #f F1 3= Fl 45O
(p.22)

1. Heracleitus believed to be the primary element of universe,
out of which everything else has arisen.

i Key: fire]

2. Heracleitus held the theory of the mingling of opposites and believed
it was the between the opposites that produced
[Key: strife / harmony]

¢. Democritus (about 460—370 B. C.) (/di'mokrites/ & 18 7 F %)
(p.22

1. Democritus speculated about the structure of matter. He
was one of the earliest exponents of the atomic theory.

TKey: atomic]

d. Euclid (3rd Century B.C.) ( /jukld/EJLES) (p. 3D

1. Euclid is even now well-known for his Elements (LB &), a
textbook of » perhaps the most successful textbook ever



e.
1.

written, because it was in use in English schools until the early years
of the 20th century.

[Key: geometry (JLfED]

Archimedes (287—212 B.C.) (/iaki'midiz/ FE X7 (p.31)

To illustrate the principle of the » Archimedes is said to have
told the king; “Give me a place to stand, and I will move the world.”
[Key: lever]

Philosophers

a.
1.

Socrates (about 470—399 B.C.) (/'sukrotiz/ AEHIE) (p. 23)

We know Socrates chiefly through what Plato recorded of him in his
famous

[Key: Dlalogues GRERD ]

The method of argument Socrates used in exposing fallacies has come
to be known as the method.

[Key: dialectical]

In 399 B. C., at the age of seventy Socrates was put on trial on a

charge of “injuring the city” by not acknowledging its and
corrupting the . This trial was recorded by Plato in the
dialogue “ .

[Key: gods /young / The Apology of Socrates ({ 7R & Fi ik B0 B FREk 3P

18]

Plato (about 428—348 B.C.) (/'pleitau/ #8+2®&) (pp. 26-27)

Plato’s Dialogues are important not only as writing but also

as literature.

[Key: philosophical / imaginative ]

Of the Dialogues Plato wrote, 27 have survived, including )

» and .

(Key the Apology ((HERRES ) / Symposium (SR D) / the Republic
(EBBEEN

Plato’s Apology was about defence of himself at the trial.

(Key: Socrates’]

Plato’s Symposium dealt with and




[Key: beauty /love]

. Plato’s Republic was about the state ruled by a but
barring poets.

[Key: ideal / philosopher

. Plato’s comprehensive system of philosophy dealt with, among other
things, the problem of how, in the complex, ever-changing world,
men were to attain
[Key: knowledge]

. The reply Plato gave (to the problem of how men were to attain
knowledge) was: men have knowledge because of the existence of
certain general “ideas”, like ) )

[Key: beauty /truth / goodness

. According to Plato, only such “ideas” as beauty, truth, goodness are
completely » while the world is only relatively real.
[Key: real /physical]

. Plato’s philosophy is called Idealism because
[Key: in his system of philosophy only such “ideas”™ as beauiy truth and
goodness are regarded as completely real while the physical world is
regarded as only relatively real]

c. Aristotle (384—322 B.C.) (/eeristotl/ W2+ %) (pp. 27-28)

1. Of Auistotle’s numerous works, the following are perhaps still

important to scholars and general readers alike: ) s

» and .
[Key: Ethics ({23 )/ Politics ({34 %))/ Poetics ({3 /
Rhetoric ((1EE%)]

. Aristotle’s Ethics was an introduction to philosophy.
[Key: moral]

. Aristotle’s Poetics was a treatise on theory.
[Key: literary]

. Aristotle’s Rhetoric dealt with the art of an audience.

[Key: persuading]
In what way or ways did Aristotle differ from his teacher Plato? (p. 28)
1. For one thing, Aristotle emphasized observation of nature
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2.

and insisted that theory should follow . This is different
from Plato’s reliance on thinking.

[Key: direct /fact / subjective|

Also, Aristotle thought that “form” ( = idea) and matter together
made up concrete individual realities. Here, too, he differed from Plato
who held that ideas had a reality than the physical world.
[Key: higher

What is Aristotle’s most influential writing to students of literature? (p. 28)

1.

To students of literature, Aristotle’s most influential writing is

[Key: Poetics]

. Contending Schools of Thought (pp. 29-31)
. The Sophists ( /'sofists / g HEIK) (p. 29)
. The most eminent of the Sophists was Protagoras ( /prov'teegeras/ & %

5 Hi), born about 500 B. C. He is chiefly noted for his doctrine
that “ 7.
[Key: man is the measure of all things |

ii. The Cynics ( /'siiks/ RIEJE) (p. 29)

. The word “cynic” means “ ” in Greek.
[Key: dog]
The Cynics got their because Diogenes (about 412—323 B.

C.) (/dar'odzmiz/ £ B), one of their leaders, decided to live
like a dog.

[Key: name]

Diogenes rejected all

[Key: conventions

Diogenes advocated in life.

[Key: self-sufficiency and extreme simplicity ]

Diogenes proclaimed his not only with the whole human
race, but also with

[Key: brotherhood / animals’|

On the other hand, Diogenes had no patience with the and



(Key: rich / powerful]

7. A story has it that when Alexander the Great visited him asking if he

»”

wanted any favour, Diogenes replied: “
[Key: Only to stand out of my light

iii. The Sceptics ( /'skeptiks/ TEEIE) (p. 30)

1.

The Sceptics followed Pyrrhon (about 360—272 B. C.) (/piron/ K
88), who held that all knowledge was attainable.
[Key: not]

iv. The Epicureans ( /iepikjus'rionz/ (FEEMSE IR (p. 300

The Epicureans were disciples of Epicurus (about 341270 B.C.)

( /iept'kjuarss/ R 818 ), who believed pleasure to be the highest

good in life, but by pleasure he meant, not sensual enjoyment, but
from pain and emotional upheaval, which he thought could

be attained by the practice of

[Key: freedom / virtue |

. The Stoics (/'stouiks/ I EIR) (p. 30

To the Stoics, the most important thing in life was not “pleasure”, but

[Key: duty]

The chief Stoic was .

[Key: Zeno ( /'zinav/ ¥ ) (about 335—263 B.C.) |

Zeno believed that there is no such thing as chance, and that the

course of nature is rigidly determined by

[Key: natural taws ]

In the life of an individual man, Zeno believed that is the

sole good.

[Key. virlue

Art, Architecture, Sculpture and Pottery (pp. 32-35)

a. Art (p. 32)

. Greek art is a visual of Greek civilization.
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[Key: proof]

2. As we follow the advances of Greek civilization, we find how art
evolved from the period to the period which
marked its maturity.

[Key: archaic / classicai]

b. Architecture (pp. 32-33)

Parthenon ( /'pamon/ 184 RiBE) (p.32)

1. The most important of the temples the ancient Greeks left us is

, which has always been a great tourist attraction for people
all over the world.
[Key: Parthenon ]

2. Parthenon is the most of all the Greek temples, 240 feet
long and 110 feet wide. It is a structure with evenly spaced
lines of columns around.

[Key: perfect / rectangular ({& FFF284) ]

The three styles of Greek architecture (p. 33)

1. Greek architecture can be grouped into three styles: the
style, style and style.

TKey: Doric ( /'dorik/ 232850 H) /lonic (/ar'onik/ B R B IF R
/ Corinthian ( /ka'rinren/ BIAKET L6 |
c. Sculpture (pp. 33-34)
i. Discus Thrower ((¥pski®H
ii. Venus de Milo (/'milau/{# & BI4EMET))

iii. Laocoon group (/lei'vkevnn/ (FIBFLAERED

1. Venus de Milo is the most famous of all the sculptures of Venus,
discovered in the island of Milo in 1820. Its arms have long
been the focus of discussion in artistic circles. This ancient Greek
sculpture has been looked upon as a of beauty, grace and
health, a personification of vitality and dignity.

[Key: broken / symbol]
2. Laocoon was a priest of who warned the Trojans against

Greek attack. He was made to suffer a slow death and killed by
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serpents with his sons because of this. This sculpture is known for its
successful depiction of the of Laocoon’s face—fear,
sympathy and terror.
[Key: Troy / expressions |

. Pottery (pp.34-35)

. The flourishing of the Greek pottery was a result of
[Key: domestic needs and needs for foreign trade]

. Impact (pp. 35-36)

. Rediscovery of Greek culture played a vital part in the in
Italy and other European countrics.
[ Key: Renaissance]

. Karl Marx, once wrote about the Greeks: “Why should’t the childhood of
human society ... exercise an eternal charm, as 7”7
“Key: an age that will never return ]

. Spirit of Innovation

. The Greeks invented mathematics and science and philosophy; they
first wrote history as opposed to mere annals; they speculated freely
about the of the world and the ends of life, without being
bound in the fetters of any inherited orthodoxy.
[key: nature]

. Supreme Achievement

. The Greeks achieved supreme achicvements in nearly all fields of

[key: human endeavour ]

c. Lasting Effect

. The Greeks set an example by the bold effort they made to understand
the world by the use of
[ key: human reason ]
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