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PASSAGE 1

Hunting for Viruses on the Amazon

-— Text

[1] The mouth of the Amazon River has long been a starting place for hunters
going to the jungles of Brazil. In recent years it has been, too, the headquarters for
a middle-aged American couple who hunt for the smallest living things and
perhaps the most deadly viruses, Dr. Causey and his wife have discovered more
new types and more old ones in new places than all of the other research teams.
[2] Dr. Causey insists that their success is due to the large number of viruses in
the forests of the Amazon. He says that it is not the skill that he and his wife have
developed during their eighteen years of work in Brazil that has caused their
wonderful discoveries.

[3] “We have found the loveliest diseases right in our back yard,” he told me
one day as we walked through a light rain along a jungle trail.

[4] “Oh,these viruses are here all right. There is in the jungle a great pool of
disease which is carried in the blood of animals and birds. Some of the diseases can
be caught by people. It may be that we shall find that the jungle is a great centre
of virus disease and that it overflows from here to other parts.of the world. It may
be that birwwgms. It may be that some viruses which
are not harmless, but which now reproduce in man without making him ill, may
change and become deadly to him. ‘ Viruses waiting for a disease’, they are

sometimes called. This is just an idea,you understand. We do not know—but it is
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important that we find out, and the first step in finding out is to learn what
viruses there are in the jungles. ”

[5] There is a Brazilian story about the beginning of the world which goes:
“When God was making the world, he tried to keep everything in balance. When
he made a desert, he provided it with some green places. When he made a land that
was beautiful, he gave it storms and other terrible things caused by the weather.
Where the earth was rich below the surface,it was hard to live on. Where the land
could be farmed, the weather was too hot or too cold or too dry. Where there was
enough water, he made it so that there should sometimes be too much water. ”
[6] “But in one place God made a land that was rich, where everything grew
easily, where it was not too hot and certainly not too cold, where animals were
plentiful and fruit hung from the trees all the year round. ”

[7] “The angels looked at this loveliness and were jealous of man. They asked
God if this was too beautiful,too much like heaven, this valley of the Amazon. ”
[8] And God said, “True, this land looks like heaven, but wait until you see

what happens to man when he tries to live here. ”  (about 490 words)

. Exercises

1. Tick off the best choice according to the information given in the passage.
1. In this passage viruses are described as
A. the smallest and most deadly of all the living things
B. another new discovery made by Dr. Causey and his wife
C. the quietest things existing in the jungles of Brazil
Q/ the largest number of things existing in the jungles of Brazil
2. When did Dr. Causey and his wife begin their research in Brazil?
A. Early in their life.
B. Late in their life.
G/ In their forties.
D. In their twenties.
3. Dr.Causey and his wife’s achievement was greater than the other
researchers because .
A. they had stayed in Brazil for 18 years

B. they had found not only more new types of viruses but also more old

-20
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types in new places
C. they had discovered the most deadly-viruses and developed the ways to
kill them
D/'they were the first to find the new kind of viruses in the jungles of
Brazil
. According to Dr. Causey,all the viruses in the world might come from
A. the jungles near Amazon River in Brazil
B. the animals and birds in the jungles of Brazil
C. men and women once lived in Brazil
D. the mouth of the Amazon River leading to the jungles
. How do birds and animals carry the viruses to distant countries?
A. By their skin, B. By their feather.
C. By their blood. D. By their bodies.
. According to the passage, what Dr. Causey was not quite clear about was
that
A. why people chose the jungles of Brazil to carry out their research work
B. what the first step in his research work was
C. why some viruses changed in man’s body
D. what there were in the jungles of Brazil
. The story about the beginning of the world tells us that
A. God is very cruel to mankind
B. God is the real creator
Q/there is nothing perfect in the world
D. there is nothing to be worried about in the world
. According to the Brazilian story, which of the following is NOT true of the
valley of the Amazon?
A. Tt is rich,and with a moderate climate.,
B. It is so good that all living things can live there.
C. It looks like heaven in the angles eyes.
D. It was made by God,
. The answer given by God to the angles implies that
A. man will do something wrong to offend God
B. God will not allow man to live in the valley of the Amazon

13.
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C. the angels were wrong in asking God something about the valley of the
Amazon
D. man will suffer from virus diseases if they live in the valley of the
Amazon
10. What point is the author making by telling us the Brazilian story?
A. The existence of viruses in the valley of the Amazon is natural.
B. The Amazon area will not be a suitable place for man to live in.
C. It is an old-wife’s tale that Dr. Causey and his wife could find viruses
in Brazil.
D. Places all over the world are created and controlled by God.
Il . Discuss the Brazilian story in this passage.

“When God was making the world he tried to keep everything in balance.
When he made a desert, he provided it with some green places. When he made a
land that was beautiful,he gave it storms and other terrible things caused by the
weather. Where the earth was rich below the surface,it was hard to live on. Where
the land could be farmed, the weather was too hot or too cold or too dry. Where
there was enough water, he made it so that there should sometimes be too much
water, ”

[ll. Choose a correct word to fill in the blank. Use suitable verb tenses, singular or
plural forms for nouns, and passive voice where necessary, ..
1. to develop,developer, development, developing, devq Sed
A. T don’t know anythm%ﬁbout the historical <\:‘ of capitalism.
B. China is still a_,\gkiﬂcountr \
C. The United States is a MJ\“@
D. 1 think he is a regl estate Q™ &(\
E. Our country Mw{e‘ry qulckly now.,
2. discover, dlscol/‘%rer. d1scovery
A. Who Melectrl {
B. Who is the 6\4\4‘ of that mine?
C. The W f a new chemical element is very important.
3. insist, insistence, insistent
A.Mary  that she was innocent,
B.Bob.was _ on going to the party.

C. He married the woman at his family’s

. 4 .
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4. provide, provider, provision

A. They are responsible for the  of water to domestic families.
B. Whois the __ of the goods?
C. The government _ them with funds.
5. reproduce, reproducer, reproduction, reproductive
A. They are women in their __ years.
B. He is studying _ of rabbits.
C. 1 have bought a disk .
D. Humans can not only _ themselves but also produce the necessities
of life,

IV. Translate the following pairs of similar sentences into Chinese.
She is with child.
’ {She is with a child.
He is in black.
2 {He is in the black,
She is in pink.
) {She is in the pink.
He keeps shop.
" | He keeps a shop.
" |He went to a pot.
Mr. Smith took a chair.
Mr. Smith took the chair.
The boss gave the worker a sack.

{He went to pot,
) {The boss gave the worker the sack.

g He took flight. v

) {He took a flight.
V. Fast reading,

Every day in our lives we use coins in many different ways. We use them in
candy machines and telephone booths,on the bus and in the store. We use coins to
buy stamps,food,and all the little things that make our lives more comfortable,

Aside from allowing us to buy things with them, coins are an important
reminder of our national heritage. They tell about the liberties and freedoms we

cherish. The symbols on them tell us of the long history of our country and of the

.5.
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work and sacrifices of our forefathers.

The American colonists suffered under the burden of having to use many
different types of coins from England, Spain, France, Holland and Germany. The
mixture of these coins was confusing because they did not all have the same
value. After the American Revolution, one of the first duties of the new leaders of
the United States was to create coins. A law was passed by Congress in 1792
providing for a national coinage and the establishment of a United States Mint to
make coins. The first official mint was located in Philadelphia, where copper cents
and half cents were first made for public use.

Other laws permitted the building of mints in different cities throughout the
country and also allowed the government to establish the Bureau of the Mint as
part of the United States Treasury Department. The headquarters of both the
Mint and the Treasury are in our nation’s capital. Today there are three mints that
produce our national coinage. They are located at Philadelphia, Denver, and San
Francisco. The Philadelphia and Denver Mints are open daily for visitors.

Coins are round so they won’t wear holes in people’s pockets, Centuries ago,
coins were carried in pouches with a draw-string around the mouth of the bag.
The same string allowed people to tie the moneybag to their belts when clothing
didn’t have a lot of pockets and women didn’t carry purses. Another reason coins
are round is that round coins are easier to use in vending machines.

The sizes of our coins today are decided by law, but they generally follow a
tradition set by the ancient Greeks and Romans. It is necessary for coins to be a
convenient size,not too small to be easily lost or overlooked,and not so large that

they are uncomfortable or difficult to use and carry. (400 words)

1. The colonists used coins from

A. Denmark B. Portugal C. Portland Q./(lolland
2. The United States Mint was established in the early
1790s B. 1820s C. 1830s D. 1840s

3, The first official mint was located in

A. New York B. San Francisco Q/ Philadelphia  D. Washington
4. The first coins were made of __

A. silver B. gold g%:opper D. iron
5. Today,one U, S, Mint is located in .

'6.
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)Q/Denver B. Chicago C. Boston D. Washington
6. Coins are round so that
A. they can be stacked in even piles
@/ﬁhey will not damage clothing
C. they will take less space in bank vaults
D. they will look more beautiful
7. The sizes of American coins are like those used by
" A. ancient Oriental civilizations @éarly European peoples
C. South American governments D. early Africans
8. The author implies that a study of coinage reveals
A. trends in clothing fashions over the years
.the history of American expansion
C. people’s preferences for certain metals
D. the change of life
9. Most of this selection is concerned with
A. Jaws governing the use of coins  B. the process of minting coins
Czhe history of coins D. the value of coins
10. We can conclude that American coins
A. are easy to handle B. are the most popular in the world
%/s'how historic events D. have high value




