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1. True and False Simplicity

Francois Fénelon

Simplicity is an uprightness' of soul that has no reference
to self. It is different from sincerityz, and it is a still higher virtue.
We, we many people who are sincere, without being simple; they
only wish to pass for what they are, and they are unwilling to
appear what they are not; they are always thinking of themselves,
measuring their words, and recalling their thoughts, and reviewing
their actions, from the fear that they have done too much or too
little. These persons are sincere, but they are not simple; they
are not at ease with others, and others are not at ease with them,;
they are.not free, ingenuous’, natural; we prefer people who are
less correct, less perfect, and who am less artificial’. This is the
decision of man, and it is the judgment of God, who would not
have us so occupied with ourselves, and thus, as it were, always
arranging our features in a mirror.

To be wholly occupied with others, never to look within,
is the state of blindness of those who are entirely engrossed®

by what is present and addressed to their sense. This is the very
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glory, 1s but little less absurd than that folly, which pursues only
pleasure. The one is intoxicated® with all it sees around it; the
other with all that it imagines it has within; but it is delirium’
in both. To be absorbed in the contemplation of our own minds
is really worse than to be engrossed by outward things, because
it appears like wisdom and yet is not. We do not think of curing
it. We pride ourselves upon it. We approve of it. It gives us an
unnatural strength. It is a sort of frenzy® we are not conscious of
it, we are dying, and we think ourselves in health.

Simplicity consists in a just medium, in which we are neither
too much excited, nor too composed. The soul is not carried
away by outward things, so that it cannot make all necessary
reflections, neither does it make those continual references to self
that a jealous’ sense of its own excellence multiplies to infinity.
That freedom of the soul, which looks straight onward in its
path, losing no time to reason upon its steps, to study them, or to

contemplate® those that it has already taken, is true simplicity.
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Simplicity is an uprightness of soul that has no reference to self. It is
different from sincerity, and it is a still higher virtue.
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Simplicity consists in a just medium, in which we are neither too
much excited, nor too composed. The soul is not carried away by
outward things, so that it cannot make all necessary reﬂ-ections,
neither does it make those continual references to self that a jealous
sense of its own excellence multiplies to infinity. _
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2. The Idea of a University (1)

John Henry Newman

I protest' to you, gentlemen, that if I had to choose between
a so-called university which dispensed’ with residence and
tutorial’ superintendence’, and gave its degrees to any person
who passed an examination in a wide range of subjects, and a
university which had no professors or examinations at all, but
merely brought a number of young men together for three or four
years, and then sent them away as the University of Oxford is
said to have done some sixty years since, if | were asked which
of these two methods was the better discipline’ of the intellect®
I do not say which is morally the better, for it is plain that
compulsory study must be a good and idleness an intolerable
mischief” but if I must determine which of the two courses
was the more successful in training, molding, enlarging the mind,
which sent out men the more fitted for their secular® duties,
which produced better public men, men of the world, men whose
names would descend’ to posterity'’, I have no hesitation in
giving the preference to that university which did nothing, over
that which exacted" of its members an acquaintance'’ with
every science under the sun...



000000000900 00000000088080080 80993 ccBsesasbis 00

8

9

10

1

—

12

protest [pra'test] .

CHER—— R TIE R, ROMEES

v TS
dispense [dis'pens]
» B, 5rhd

tutorial [tju:'to:rial] |
 RBREBERAER, R RERARE R
RS, RIS IR E—E
e KSR B 604E T —— B R PLX

a. AHEFH
superintendence
[sju:parin‘tendans]
n B, WE
discipline ['disiplin]
n. YIgk

intellect ['intilekt]
n. RS
mischief ['mistfif]
n. 15E, K
secular ['sekjula]

a. HHEE, BLER

descend [di'send]

v 1%

posterity [pos'teriti] |

n Jafk
exact [ig'zaekt] »
oK, Bk

acquaintance

MR, TH

—LOREFREHE ()
ZENE TR 3

SEEATT,  fn REE I AUAE P R KA A

e ®, MELEL -HEBEXTEIE Z
SR E R 2 E R TE6L 5 FlE R A

PRI 5 A R R Y SR SRR o B —— &I
AN J AE SCE VRSB AR I S 75 158 4, B R AR B
B, SEHIERES R, TR LEE
BHHEHE—MA, RERFMFH: WRE
2 PR R TR R I S BE AR Zh VI Gk . BIE AR
BN B Y, R E REE IR HHE A it
BIERAR, PFEFRABRAR. ET4H
MAURART AHEA, wmRibRRE, B4
R BAMBHE S FRRTHERK

¥, MR AR E SRS ARE I LT AR ERK

[a'kweintans] #.

A
;;3; 5.0



When a multitude of young persons, keen, openhearted,
sympathetic', and observant, as young persons are, come
togetﬁer and freely mix with each other, they are sure to learn
one from another, even if there be no one to teach them; the
conversation of all is a series of lectures to each, and they gain
for themselves new ideas and views, fresh matter of thought, and
distinct principles for judging and acting, day by day. An infant
has to learn the meaning of the information which its senses
convey to it, and this seems to be its employment. It fancies all
that the eye presents to it to be close to it, till it actually learns the
contrary, and thus by practice does it ascertain the relations and
uses of those first elements of knowledge which are necessary
for its animal existence. A parallel teaching is necessary for our
social being, and it is secured by a large school or a college,
and this effect may be fairly called in its own department an
enlargement of mind...Here then is a real teaching whatever be
its standards and principles, true or false; and it at least tends
towards cultivation of the intellect; it at least recognizes that
knowledge is something more than a sort of passive reception of
scraps’ and details; it is a something, and it does a something,
which never will issue’ from the most strenuous efforts of a set of
teachers, with no mutual sympathies and no intercommunion, of
a set of examiners with no opinions which they dare profess, and
with no common principles, who are teaching or questioning a set
of youths who do not know them, and do not know each other,
on a large number of subjects, different in kind, and connected by

no wide philosophy*, three times a week, or three times a year



