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Introduction for This Series

This is a set of textbooks designed for international students attending short-term Chinese
language programs in China. There are six books in total, covering three levels—Novice,
Intermediate and Advanced. At each level, there is a book for reading and writing as well as a
book for listening and speaking. The whole set of books contain 2716 Chinese characters and
506 language points.

1. How the book is compiled

We started with a brief investigation of 548 sets of textbooks of this kind during the past
decade, and then made our writing plan based on a thorough analysis of the 23 sets of 80
textbooks. In addition, we conducted a questionnaire survey among nearly 300 international
students (239 valid replies) investigating their favorite topics, according to which the main
contents of our books were confirmed. As regards the selection of language points and
vocabulary,we consulted The Curriculum of Teaching Chinese to International Students in
Universities and The Handbook of Basic Chinese Communication Sentences (the latter is the
result of a research of Beijing Normal University conducted by ZHU Zhiping, etc. and has been
recently published). Moreover, this set of books was further revised after a trial among more
than 130 American students taking a summer program at Beijing Normal University.

2. Objectives and target readers

In recent years, a large number of university students come to China for attending credited
short-term Chinese courses during summer or winter vacations. We target them as our main
readers, and accordingly make the three levels of our books correspond with the relevant levels
of the public Chinese courses in overseas universities. The two books at each level may cover
160~ 180 school hours. As this set of books mainly aims for short-term programs, we put much
emphasis on the development of learners’ daily communication skills. Each book contains
relatively independent topics and associated communicative functions. Teachers, therefore, may
flexibly choose what suits their students best when organizing teaching. This set of books can

also be used at Confucius Institutes for Chinese language learners from the general public.
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3. Teaching aims

This set of books aims to develop learners’ comprehensive abilities of using Chinese, with
the emphasis on oral communicative competence. At the “Novice” level, “listening-speaking”
skills come before “reading-writing” skills, so that learners may start with key sentence structures
in spoken language, and then move on to Chinese characters, reading and writing. At the
“Intermediate” and “Advanced” levels, on the contrary, “reading-writing” skills come first, so that
learners may start with reading language materials on specific topics, and then practice listening
and speaking on the same topic. In this way, learners’ follow-up discussion based on necessary
vocabulary and background knowledge will broaden their mind and improve their speaking skills.

4. Book content and layout design

This set of books aims to improve learners’ language proficiency through practice.
Therefore, every lesson involves warm-up activities at the beginning and communicative tasks in
the end. As regards the format and design of the book, there are the following features: 1) The
table of contents is arranged in a table containing the key points of every chapter;2) The language
points are explained in little boxes in the margin besides the text instead of after the text;3) The
warm-up activities and end-of-text tasks are all accompanied by illustrations; 4) “Teaching
Guide”is provided at the beginning of every book to help teachers prepare for their class.

In general, the design of each book varies according to the three different levels, hence the
different book names.  The characteristics of this set of textbooks determine that the
reading-writing class and listening-speaking class distinguish from and at the same time
correspond with each other. In addition, the texts are written or selected carefully, containing
vivid and interesting contents on the topics of sorts. The clear and concise explanation of
language points helps to achieve the teaching aim and the relevant exercises/tasks embody the
task-based teaching approach as well.

All in all, this set of course books aims to be “simple”, “applicable” and “effective” in
design. The “simple” feature lies in the selection of brief but high-quality texts and in concise
explanation of language points. The “applicable” feature lies in the book’s applicability in
teaching regardless of time, region or target learners. The “effective” feature indicates that
learners may expect to make a quick progress in their Chinese language proficiency so as to

acclimatize themselves to the daily life in a Chinese context.
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Teaching guide for this book

The Appreciation: Advanced Chinese selects appropriate texts on various topics that
students are interested in. This course book contains 32 lessons in 8 units. It corresponds with the
“Reading-Writing” book at the same level and plays a complementary role. This book does not
focus on language points, but tends to lead students to carry out communicative tasks and express
their opinions on the selected topics. In general, the vocabulary does not go beyond the
corresponding  “Reading- Writing” book, in order to stress students’ listening and speaking
practice. Regarding the selection of topics, this book covers family and marriage, daily life,
leisure and entertainment, human relationship, personal experience, character and cultivation,
social issues, culture and history, etc.

The specific teaching advice is as follows:

(1) It takes about 90 minutes to study one Lesson.

(2) Listening and speaking should be integrated into the teaching process. For each Lesson,
it is better to begin with “lead-in activities” and the given listening materials. The teacher may
select one material from the two and decide to use it either before or in the process of studying
the text.

(3) The teacher should allocate proper amount of time for vocabulary teaching. It is suggested
neither to spend too much time explaining the new words, nor to ignore them completely.

(4) The discussion activities on the given topics are the key part of every class. In each lesson,
every dialogue is followed by some questions to check students’ comprehension and to guide
their discussion.

(5) The exercises in each lesson consist of four parts. Exercises 1-4 are designed for listening
comprehension and preliminary discussion. Exercise 5, the key part, is designed for free
discussion after studying the text. A number of relevant topics are provided in this part and the
teacher may use them selectively according to students’ needs and interests. Exercise 6 is
designed for role play or debate, and students are required to put their language into proper
contexts. Exercise 7 is communicative tasks that can be assigned as homework and class report

for the following class.
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