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All profit made from the sales of this book will be used to establish a “Chinese
Ceramic Pillow Research Foundation™ to promote further research and studies of

Chinese Ceremic Pillow.
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Foreword

In the study and collection of Chinese ceramics and porcelain, Chinese ceramic pillow
is often neglected. However, judging from its production technique, shape, glaze color,
decorative technique, artistic style and cultural content, the historic, artistic and cultural values
of Chinese ceramic pillows way far exceed those of other Chinese ceramic and porcelain types.
Ceramic pillow is not just ordinary daily-use ware but also a type of artistic object that fuse
together beautiful shape, astonishing glaze color, innovative decoration technique, refreshing
painting and poetic inscriptions. Ceramic pillow not only shown the great achievements of the
ancient Chinese potters, but also reflected the social, political, economical, cultural and artistic

aspects of various periods in the Chinese history.

Ceramic pillow is a generic term that cover both earthenware, stoneware and porcelain
types of pillow. The materials used and the temperatures of firing are different among
earthenware, stoneware and porcelain types of pillow. Earthenware pillows were made of
ordinary clay and fired at lower temperature around 800 degrees Centigrade with softer texture
and permeable to liquid. Stoneware pillows were made of special clay similar to Gaolin clay
that can be fired at 1,200 degrees Centigrade with grayish body and hard in texture. Porcelain
pillows were made of Gaolin clay (very low in iron content which made it appear white) and
fired at higher temperature around 1,250 degrees Centigrade with hard and dense texture,

impermeable to liquid, white in color and resonant when struck.

Many scholars have already done a lot of research works on this subject. For example,
Mr. Wen Li had published a book, "Earthenware Pillow", back in the 1950's. Also a lot of
scholars had published various articles on this subject in various research magazines such as
"Wen Wu" and "Zhong Yuan Wen Wu". These articles researched and studied many ceramic
pillows un-earthed from the field and objects in many major museums and provided a lot
of new and useful information for us to further understand the history and development of
Chinese ceramic pillow. The book "Donation of Ceramic Pillows from Mr. Yeung Wing Tak
(Yang Yong De) to the Guangzhou Museum of the Western Han Tomb of the Nanyue King"
published in 1992 was the most important and influential on this subject.

We feel that there is a need on the market for a book about Chinese ceramic pillow
that would be written in layman's language with vivid illustrations and hence we started to
prepare for this book about a year ago. In preparing this book, we make a lot of reference to
great research works of many scholars and we put together common-consented views and
perspectives into a more systematic way. The first part of this book contains photographs
of the astonishing Mark Lam Collection of Chinese Ceramic Pillow, all of which have been
validated by famous connoisseurs and experts and are shown in public media for the first
time. The second part of the book describes the history and development of Chinese ceramic
pillow in details in layman's language and should help improve the reader's appreciation of
the historical, artistic, cultural values of Chinese ceramic pillow. The third part of this book



provides an index to references and bibliography on the subject of Chinese ceramic pillows, a

table of Chinese Chronology and a Map of Major Ceramic Kiln Locations in China.

We received great help and support from many friends and experts in writing this book.
We especially like to thank the following for their guidance and support:

* Mr. Yang Yong De (Yeung Wing Tak), Honorary Chairman of the Hong Kong Kau
Chi Society and is well-known in the field of Chinese ceramic pillow as he donated over 200
Chinese Ceramic Pillows to the Guangzhou Museum of the Western Han Tomb of the Nanyue
King in 1992,

* Mr. Zhang Ling, Honorary Chairman of the Hong Kong Kau Chi Society and
calligraphed the beautiful Chinese title of this book with his own hand,

* Dr. Qin Dashu, Professor of Archeology, Peking University, who wrote the insightful
Preface for this book,

* Mr. Qiu Xiao Jun, a famous Chinese ceramic connoisseur. Mr. Qiu is a student of
well-known Chinese ceramic connoisseur Mr. Gen Bao Chang Jk5Z 5, (Research Fellow of
the Beijing Palace Museum) and he helped Mr. Gen in writing the classic Chinese Ceramic
authentication book, "Authentication of Ming & Qing Porcelian" back in 1989.

e Mr. Roger E. Covey, Chairman of the Tang Research Foundation,

* Ms. Wang Wen Mei, Chief Photographer of Shanghai Museum for taking the fabulous
photographs of the ceramic pillows in this book.

We hope this book would help to raise the general public's awareness and appreciation
of the historical, artistic and cultural values of Chinese ceramic pillow. Due to the limited
knowledge of the authors, there are bound to be many errors in the book and please send your
suggestions and feedback to the author's e-mail address at markplam@netvigator.com. All
profit made from the sale of this book will be used to establish a "Chinese Ceramic Pillow

Research Foundation" to promote further research and studies of Chinese ceramic pillow.

Mark Lam and Shaune Kong
In Hong Kong, December of 2007
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(From left to right: Mr. Qiu Xiao Jun, Mr.
i Yeung Wing Tak, the author Mark Lam, Mr.
Zhang Ling)
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Description: Bean-shaped pillow with incised baby design on the top and crafted

dragon design on the side under blue-white glaze

Dynasty: Northern Song
Period; 960—1127 AD

Kiln Location: Jingdezheng, Jiangxi Province
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Description: Waisted pillow with incised child-holding-flower design against ring-
matted ground under blue-white glaze
Dynasty: Northern Song
Period: 960—1127 AD

Kiln Location: Jingdezheng, Jiangxi Province
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Description: Cloud-shaped pillow top supported on twin-dragon shaped base under

blue-white glaze

Dynasty: Northern Song
Period: 960—1127 AD

Kiln Location: Jingdezheng, Jiangxi Province







