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A bird’s eye view of
streets like long belts
of greenery in urban

Zhengzhou
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A tourist attraction round
Mangshan in the northern
suburb of Zhengzhou by the
Yellow River. with its
splendor and enlivened land-

1e, pavilions shadowed by
pines and willows contrasting
with distant prospect of
bridges spanning the surging

river.
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In the Museum of Henan are displayed

treasures and relics unearthed in
8 different parts of the province reflecting
the historical development in. the central

plains.
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Remains of Dahe vi-
lage. with telics of the -
Yangshao culture as well
as the culture of Longshan
Period and the Shang
Dynasty.

The  treasure. of
early civilization was
found in the northem
suburb of Zhengzhou. It
extends over an area of
something like 300, 000
m', with strata totalling
410 7 m in thickness rich
in ruins of the three
different historical ages.
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Ruins an ancien
Shang city built some

)0 years ago.

There are remains of a
alace surrounded by walls

km in length, with cast

brorize wares, pottery and

workshop for bone articles

etc. giving important infor-

mation for the study of the

ave society,
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This square wine v
crane was made in the Spring and Autumn Period. with
an overall height of 1.2 m and a weight of 64.2 ke
“I'he white crane stands amidst lofus petals. and. the .
vessel underlain by {wo animal’s in . recumbent position
is engraved with patterns of coiling dragon. vivid and
lifelike.

sel with designs of lotus and

Zhengzhou A Famous City in Central China

Zhengzhou, the capital of Henan Province. is situated
on the middle and lower reaches of the Yellow River.
Being embraced by the river in the north and sheltered
by Mt Songshan in the west, it possesses a genial climate

ily accessible

and is eas

Zhengzhou boasts a history going back to the slave
society in the middle of Shang Dynasty. when the town
took shape here. Among the rich relics left over are
the well-known ruins of the ancient Shang city. remains
of Dahe Village., and reminders of the fortified boroughs
of Liu Bang. the Prince of Han. and his rival —Xiangyu,
the self-proclaimed King of Chu.

Innumerable art treasures such as celadon wine
vessel of Shang. huge quadripod and ancient painted
pottery. are well preserved in the provincial museum.
frequented by streams of sightseers.

All these sketch out the record of past events which
took place round the cradle of the Chinese nation.
brilliant with all its ancient culture,

In modern times, Zhengzhou has been a heroic city
with a revolutionary tradition. In 1023, it witnessed the
February 7th Strike of railmen of Beijing-Hankou Line.
reverberating through the whole world. The twin
February 7th Memorial Towers rising aloft in the center
of the city are symbolic of its fighting spirit

After libe

new industrial city. The tourist attraction at Mangshan

ation, Zhengzhou has developed into a

to the north of urban Zhengzhou affords a magnificent
view of the Yellow River flowing by, The newly-built
vesplendent International Hotel provides comfortable
accomodations as well as delicious cuisine with local
flavour to visitors

The ancient city has had a chequered history. The
“abode of blown sand” has been turned into a sea of
greenery, spreading its sweet fragrance far and wide.
Now in its prime. Zhengzhou is welcoming guests from

all corners of the globe with its new splendour
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The Stone gate of a Han tomb

in Dahuting. Mixian County eng-
raved in relief with animals and

fowls simulating real lives.
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~shoe coins of the Han Dynasty

rthed recently.
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The February 7 th Memorial Towers of 14 storey
63 m high, to commemorate the world-famous February
7th Strike by railway workers of the Beijing-Hankou

line.
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Cuisine™—a picture
made in the Han Dynasty
for a tomb. with true-to-
life images of butchering,
firing.  cook wine-
making and other culinary

practice,
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“A Hundred Skills
and Artistries Played at
a Feast” is a coloured
mural painting. 3.3 m
long and 0.7 m high.
depicting amusing aris-
tocrats and their host

amid fun and games.
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> newly-built Henan International Hotel.
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Foreign guests making their best choice

of articles of memento and handicraft.
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A comfortable, spacious and
well-provided bedroom.

B HOHE S 1R
The dining-hall, castefully

furnished.

YAEE .
The cafe .
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A statue carved

in the Han Dyna

din bowers

eith side

Gate. the

of Zhe
stone [figures
symbolize puards placed

at the entrance.
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Zhongyue Temple. first built in the Qin Dynasty. is one
of the earliest Tapist monasteries inChina. It looks resplen-
with evergreen cypresses towering over the yvard.



The Majesty on the Central Mountain Zhongyue

Temple

Zhongyue Temple is situated beneath Huanggai Peak.
4 km to the east of Dengfeng county seat. in Henan
Province. It was first built in the Qin Dynasty (221-207
B.C) and has undergone repeated extensions and rebuil
ding. At first. it was called the Taishi Ancestral
Temple. Later. in the Northern Wei Dynasty, it was
renamed Zhongyue. During the reign of Qianlong in the

Qing Dynasty. an edict was issued to have the temple
rebuilt in the form of the Imperial Palace in Beijing

in its full resplendence against the hillside along which

the symmetrically laid architectural complex stretches.

Entering the temple by the main gate Zhonghua Men.
one will catch sight of the Remote Homage Pavilion
leading to seven halls in a line. totalling 600 meters or
more measured along the bisection. They are. namely,
the Pavilion in Heaven, Worshipping-the-Saint Gate,
Huasan Gate. Junji Gate, the Grand Altar, the Qin Hall

and the Imperial Stacl The 400 odd rooms and buil-

dings occupy an area of over 100,000 m', of which the
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The pavilion in Heaven, ori-
ginally called “Huangzhong Lou”.
was rebuilt in A.D. 1562 during
the Ming Dynasty. Similar to
Tian-anmen in Beijing, its imposing
aspect is full of grandeur.
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The Remote Homage
Pavilion where people of
all times have prostrated
themselves  before. the
Zhongyue God.

Pavilion in Heaven rivals with Tiananmen in Beijing for
its majesty, and the Grand Altar with its compartments
enclosed in red walls under roofs of apricot colour looks
really magnificent

Beside highly-treasured historicand cultural relics such

as ancient stelae of the Northern Wei Dynasty and iron
casts of the Song Dynasty. there are more than 300
ancient cypresses towering over the temple garden and
shading it with deep foliage. Many of them have peculiar
shapes, some resemble reclining sheep. some have The
shape of monkeys, or even lotus. attracting keen attention
of sightseers.

Ascending to the summit of Huanggai Peak behind the
Imperial Stacks. one would obtain a splendid bird's eye
view of the temple, similar to the prospect of the
Forbidden City from atop Jingshan Hill in the city of
Beijing.

The tremendously large building complex of the
olden days represents the high intelligence of the
Chniese labouring people in the art of architecture.

KW DA PR, e
IR —4F (A 96 1562 42 i A,




sRREEA MRS, RSy IUE M Iron statues cast in the Song Dynasty. keeping
ks, B — 5E g, 2T SR guard over the approach to the “Housing for Ancient

s". 1=t tall. and look militant and awe-inspiring.
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Iron lion on either
side of Junji Gate cast in
the Jin Dy
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More than 300
hade the temple

garden with their foliage
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The grand Altar of the temple, or the * Hall™, the
principal building in the temple. resembling Taihe (Exalted
Peace) Hall in the Forbidden City in Beijing. covers an ares

of approximately 1,000 m.
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The Gateway of Extreme Lof-
or the “Gateway to Welcome
s”, like Chengguang Gate of
the Forbidden City in Beijing.
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Qin  Hall of the
Middle Heavenly King
and his concubine. the
back hall where articles
and clothes used by Their

Majesties were kept.




