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oduction to
Journalistic Writing

Learning Objectives - - - .

@® Vocabulary building: Students need to acquaint themselves
with the new words and expressions to comprehend the given
news article.

® Background knowledge: Focusing on issues between the U.S.
and Iran, students are expected to build critical thinking upon

war issues through reading comprehension. And if applicable, a
further extenswe readmg on thls toplc is encouraged




“_-!fgﬂ Reading Power

ramn: “We are nat building a-bomb”™
(from CNN)
by editor

[ranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad said
Tehran ™ is neither building a nuclear bomb nor
headed to war with the United States in a television
interview ahead of an appearance at Columbia
University® on Monday.

The public-relations push appears aimed at
presenting his views directly to a U.S. audience amid
rising strains and talk of war between the two
nations.

Ahmadinejad is to speak and answer questions
at a Columbia forum Monday, followed by a
scheduled address to the U.N. General Assembly™ on
Tuesday.

Columbia’s invitation has drawn howls from
politicians, religious groups and other organizations. But the university has not backed down. lIts
president, Lee Bollinger has promised to grill Ahmadinejad on subjects such as human rights,
the Holocaust and Iran’s disputed nuclear program.

Tensions are high between Washington and Tehran over U.S. accusations that Iran is
secretly trying to develop nuclear weapons, as well as helping Shiite @ militias in Iraq that target

U.S. troops—claims Iran denies.
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“Well, you have to appreciate we don’t need a nuclear bomb. We don’t need that. What
need do we have for a bomb?” Ahmadinejad said in the “60 Minutes” interview taped in Iran
Thursday. “In political relations right now, the nuclear bomb is of no use. If it was useful it
would have prevented the downfall of the Soviet Union.”

He also said that: “It’s wrong to think that Iran and the U.S. are walking toward war. Who
says so? Why should we go to war? There is no war in the offing.”
Before leaving Iran, Ahmadinejad said the American people have been denied “correct

5

information,” and that his visit will give them a chance to hear a different voice.

Ahmadinejad has appealed to the American people before, distinguishing between the
population and their government. Recently, he told a television show that Iran wants peace and
friendship with America. '

Since coming to power in 2005, Ahmadinejad also has sent letters to the American people
criticizing President Bush’s policies in the Middle East.

Washington has said it is addressing the Iran situation diplomatically, rather than militarily,
but U.S. officials also say that all options are open. The commander of the U.S. military forces in
the Middle East said he did not believe tensions will lead to war.

“This constant drum beat of conflict is what strikes me, which is not helpful and not useful,”
Adm. William Fallon, head of U.S. Central Command, said in an interview with Al-Jazeera®
television, which made a partial transcript available Sunday.

Ahmadinejad’s scheduled address to the U.N. General Assembly Tuesday will be his third
time attending the New York meeting in three years.

But his request to lay a
wreath at Ground Zero™® was
denied by city officials and
condemned by politicians
who said a visit to the site of
the 2001 terror attacks would
violate sacred ground.

Police cited construction
and security concerns in

denying Ahmadinejad’s

request. Ahmadinejad told
“60 Minutes” he would not press the issue but expressed disbelief that the visit would offend
Americans.

After the September 11 attacks, hundreds of young Iranians held a series of candlelight
vigils in Tehran.

“Usually you go to these sites to pay your respects. And also to perhaps air your views
about the root causes of such incidents,” Ahmadinejad told the network.

Columbia canceled a planned visit by the Iranian president last year, also citing security

and logistical reasons.
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University President Lee Bollinger has
resisted requests to cancel Ahmadinejad’s
- speech this year but promised to introduce the
. talk himself with a series of tough questions on
topics including the Iranian leader’s views on
the Holocaust, his call for the destruction of the
state of Israel and his government’s alleged
support of terrorism.

Ahmadinejad has called the Holocaust “a
myth” and called for Israel to be “wiped off the

g 4 At the protests, New York State
Assemblyman Dov Hikind said Ahmadinejad “should be arrested when he comes to Columbia
University, not invited to speak for God’s sake.” Watch New Yorkers prepare for Ahmadinejad.

Ahmadinejad’s visit to New York is also being debated back home. Some in Iran think his
trip is a publicity stunt that hurts Iran’s image in the world.

Sjesfel
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Political analyst Iraj Jamshidi said Ahmadinejad looks at the General Assembly as a
publicity forum simply to surprise world leaders with his harsh rhetoric.

“The world has not welcomed Ahmadinejad’s hardline approach™. His previous address to
the assembly didn’t resolve any of Iran’s foreign policy issues. And no one expects anything
better this time,” he said.

But conservative lawmaker Alaeddin Boroujerdi said it was a good chance for Iran to air its
position.

“This trip gives the president a good chance to meet world leaders and inform them of Iran’s
rightful position,” IRNA® quoted Boroujerdi as saying.
(799 words)
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M Tehran: Tehran is the capital and largest city of Iran, in the north-central part of the country
south of the Caspian Sea. A commercial and industrial center, it became capital in the late
1700’s with a population of 5,734,199.

B Columbia University: Columbia University is a private university in the United States and a
member of the Ivy League. Its main campus lies in the Morningside Heighis neighborhood in
the borough of Manhattan, in New York City. The university is legally known as Columbia
University in the City of New York, incorporated as The Trustees of Columbia University in the
City of New York. The institution was established as King’s College by the Church of England,
receiving a royal charter in 1754 from George I of Great Britain. It was the first college
established in New York, and the fifth college established in the Thirteen Colonies. After the
American Revolution it was briefly chartered as a state entity from 1784-1787, however the
university now operates under a 1787 charter that places the institution under a private board
of trustees. Columbia University is home to the Pulitzer Prize, which, for over a century, has
rewarded outstanding achievement in journalism, literature and music. As of 2007, 87 Nobel
Prize winners have been in some way affiliated with Columbia, more than any other institution
in the world. It has been the birthplace of FM radio, the first American university to offer
anthropology and political science as academic disciplines, the first American school to grant
the M.D. degree, and where the foundation of modern genetics took place. An early research
center for Manhattan Project development of the atomic bomb, its Morningside Heights campus
was the first North American site where the uranium atom was split. Literary and artistic
movements as varied as the Harlem Renaissance, the Beat Movement and post-colonialism all
took shape within Columbia’s gates in the 20th century.

© the U.N. General Assembly: The U.N. General Assembly is the principal deliberative body

of the United Nations, in which each member nation is represented and has one vote.

¥ Shiite: Shiite is a member of the branch of Islam that regards Ali and his descendants as the
legitimate successors to Mohammed and rejects the first three caliphs. HHHJREFE : — AR
Bt )5 R AR R SRR NTIARKINE L =8 BRI L BRI RR -

B Al-Jazeera: Al-Jazeera is a television network headquartered in Doha, Qatar.

©@ Ground Zero: The term Ground Zero has been used to describe the point on the earth’s
surface where an explosion occurs. In the case of an explosion above the ground, Ground Zero
refers to the point on the ground directly below explosion. The term has often been associated
with nuclear explosions and other large bombs, but is also used in relation to earthquakes,
epidemics and other disasters to mark the point of the most severe damage or destruction.
Damage gradually decreases with distance from this point. However, in this news article the
term refers to the former site of the World Trade Center of New York City, which was
destroyed in the September 11, 2001 attacks and now has become a memorial site.

™ hardline approach: In politics, hardline refers to the doctrine policy, and posturing of a
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government or political body as being absolutist, or authoritarian.
® JRNA: The Islamic Republic News Agency or IRNA, is the official news agency of the Islamic
Republic of Iran. It is government-funded and controlled under the Iranian Ministry of Culture

and Islamic Guidance. The agency also publishes the newspaper Iran.

Directions: Fill in the blanks with the words or expressions given below. Change the
form where necessary.

1. The victims’ families of the murder have to the Supreme Court to have a

definitive answer.

2. Most people in that country are willing to violence of any sort as evil.

3. The police him of murder.

4. The people made a about the rise in prices.

5. His was caused by gambling and drinking.

6. The suspect was for three hours by the police.

7. The candidate was down at the town meeting.

8. The representative tried to speak when he turned down the offer by his
counterpart, so as not to cause bad feeling.

9. The members of the town council for hours about whether to build a new
museum.

10. To peek at people’s diary without permission is a of privacy.

Section B

Jonscngueerragntinny, RUDN S

Directions: Decide whether each of the statements below is true or false according to
the text. Write the letter T or F before each statement.

1. ____ Iranian President is to deliver a scheduled address to the U.N. General Assembly on
Tuesday in order to indicate Tehran is neither building a nuclear bomb nor headed to war
with the United States.

2. ____ Religious groups and other organizations have accused that Iran is secretly trying to

develop nuclear weapons, as well as helping Shiite militias in Iraq that target U.S. troops.

Unit One An Imtroduction to Journalistic Writing W 7



3. ___ Iranian president implies in the interview that even though the former Soviet Union
possessed nuclear weapons, they couldn’t prevent its downfall.

4. ___ Ahmadinejad intends to deliver what he defines as “correct information” to the
American people on his visit to the U.S.

5. The commander of the U.S. military forces in the Middle East believes tensions will lead

to war.

6. The U.S. officials suggest the war could take place by saying that all options are open.

7. Ahmadinejad’s request to lay a wreath at Ground Zero was denied because it is
regarded as an offence to the American people.
8. New York State Assembly man Dov Hikind protests the Iranian president about his

views on the Holocaust and his call for the destruction of the state of Israel.

9. Iranian president’s visit to the U.S. is supported by his own people.
10. Political analyst Iraj Jamshidi highly appreciates Ahmadinejad’s talented mastery of

language.

Section C
Directions: Work in groups and discuss the following issues. Jot down your answers
if possible.

1. What do you think of the American politics to Iran, and other Middle East countries?

2. Why did Columbia’s invitation draw howls from politicians, religious groups and other
organizations?

3. By saying “the American people have been denied ‘correct information’,” what does
Ahmadinejad mean?

4. What happened to Ahmadinejad’s request to lay a wreath at Ground Zero? What’s the reason
for that?

5. Columbia cancelled a planned visit by the Iranian president the year before, citing security

and logistical reasons. What do you think the real reasons are?

LL;‘E@ Supplementary Keading

Iran’s rich revolutionary guard
(from CNN)
by editor

Itan’s Revolutionary Guard is notorious in the West as the troublemaking arm of the
Islamic Republic, accused of supporting Hizballah and other militant groups, destabilizing the
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