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Abstract

In the thirty years from 1978 to 2008, there are both the period when the great
accomplishments in the China’s Reform and Modernization have been achieved, and
the period when the rapid development of China’s Socialist Rule—of —Law and Le-
gal Research has been accelerated. Under the correct guidance of the socialist theo-
retical system with Chinese features, law scholars in China, with firm political be-
liefs, academic enthusiasm and creative spirits, have been working hard in the broad
fields of laws and have gained fruitful theoretical achievements.

In the past thirty years, the development of legal research in China can be gen-
erally classified into three stages: First, restoration stage (1978 ~1989), during
which the discipline system and research group of legal science had been primarily
formed and a number of theoretical works with fundamental constructive meanings of
discipline had been produced; Second, stable development stage (1990~1999). Ever
since 1990s, legal research staffs have been keeping strengthened, academic discus-
sions and communication have been kept developing prosperously, and academic
works has been substantially increased; Third, prosperous development stage (2000
~2008). Since the beginning of the new century, the vision, ways of thinking and
methodology of legal research have been greatly broadened. Academic communication
activated, theoretical innovation accelerated, and the scale of intellectual production
was obviously expanded.

Through these three stages, there are six fundamental trends in legal research in
China: 1. The discipline of law has established its own independence, which is an a-
chievement and progress of milestone of legal research in China in the past thirty
years; II. The fields of legal research have been expanded and deepened gradually;
III. The scale of legal intellectual production has been quickly enlarged; IV. The ac-

ademic rules of legal research has been obviously promoted; V. Legal academic com-
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munications and discussions have been prosperously developed; VI. Practical func-
tion of legal research has been obviously strengthened.

In the past thirty years, in many fields, especially in the following 12 branches:
jurisprudence, legal history, constitution, administrative law, civil law, commercial
law, criminal law, economic law, social law, environmental law, procedural law,
and international law, etc., considerable intellectual increase and theoretical pro-
gress have been made. In order to show those achievements, this book describes aca-
demic progresses in the above 12 branches from three aspects including major events,
milestone works, and theoretical innovations. The major events are those political,
legal and academic events with important and overall influences. The milestone
works are those works which have values of major scientific discovery, theoretical
innovation, and practical application, including teaching materials, monographs, and
articles. The theoretical innovations include original views, opinions, theories and
models produced by China’s legal academics.

The historical experiences of legal research in the past thirty years includes two
aspects: on one hand, the above — mentioned achievements are the results of many
outside factors, particularly powerful promotion of China’s Reform and Opening
policy and the legal system construction, sufficient recognition from the Party and
the Nation on legal research and legal scholars, and overall prosperity of China’s so-
cial sciences; on the other hand, those achievements are made by the inside factors,
including sticking to the guidance of updated Marxism, having a mind of reflection
and criticism, relating academic research to practices, introducing foreign legal aca-
demic resources, and spreading and applying research products. The Issues of legal
research in the past thirty years are as following: inadequate contribution to the
knowledge accumulation of social sciences, to social practices, and to international
legal research. In the future, the following five fundamental developing trends of
China’s legal research will appear: more profound theoretical innovation, more out-
standing localization, diversified academic schools, world famous scholars in China,

and closer interaction with other disciplines.
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