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Guide to Historic Attractions in Beijing

With its 3,000-year history, Beijing boasts some of the most renowned historic
attractions in the world. The following are the highlights of a visit to the ancient city.
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The Forbidden City, or Gu Gong

As the imperial palace of the Ming and Qing dynasties for five centuries, the 72-hectare
Forbidden City is the world’s largest palace complex with 9 ,999 rooms. It lies at the heart of
Beijing, just to the north of the Tian’anmen Square.

The palace, which used to be off-limits to the common people, is surrounded by a 10-
meter high wall, which measures 960 meters from south to north and 750 meters from east to
west. Outside the wall is a 52-meter-wide moat. It is indeed a city within a city.

Until 1924 when Emperor Pu Yi—as portrayed in Bernardo Bertolucci’s Oscar-sweeping
masterpiece “The Last Emperor” —was driven out of the palace, 24 emperors had reigned
there.

Historical data show that a million workers were involved in the 14-year building of the
palace, starting in 1407. To transfer the stones quarried from outside the city, it is said that a
well was dug every 50 meters along the road in order to pour water on the road in winter to
slide large stones on the ice. Building materials included glutinous rice and egg whites,
making the wall extraordinarily strong.

Listed by UNESCO as a World Cultural Heritage Site in 1987, it features numerous
architectural wonders, rare ancient treasures and painted decorations. Amble through the
seemingly endless courtyards and halls and you can almost smell the history.

The Temple of Heaven, or Tian Tan

Lying slightly southeast the Tian’anmen Square, the Temple of Heaven was built in 1420
A. D. during the Ming Dynasty as the place where the imperial family made offerings to
Heaven.

Since Chinese emperors called themselves the “Son of Heaven”, they built the 273-
hectare temple much bigger than the Forbidden City, their own living place, to show respect
for their lineage. The complex was listed by UNESCO as a World Cultural Heritage Site in
1998.

The Circular Mound Altar is the key building inside the temple with three layered
terraces of white marble, where the emperors worshipped on the day of the Winter Solstice
every year. This ceremony was to thank Heaven and hope everything would be good in the
future. ' ’

The highlight, the Hall of Prayer for Good Harvest, is a big cone-shaped structure with
round roof and three layers of eaves. Inside the Hall are 28 huge posts. The four posts along
the inner circle represent four seasons; the 12 posts along the middle circle represent the 12
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months; and the 12 posts along the outer circle represent 12 “shichen”.
Shichen is a time scale in ancient China and one shichen equaled two hours. The roof is
covered with black, yellow and green glaze representing the heavens, the earth and

everything on earth.

Also interesting is the Echo Wall with its 193-meter perimeter. The person standing at
the west end of the wall can clearly hear a whisper from the east as the wall was built to a
acoustic design.

Other sights include the Imperial Vault of Heaven and the Nine-Dragon Cypress tree
whose branches have grown over more than 500 years to look like nine dragons twisted

around each other.
The Bell and Drum Towers, or Zhong Gu Lou

Bells and drums were used by the ancient Chinese to tell time as far back as the Han
Dynasty (206 B. C. =220 A. D.). Though bell and drum towers were built in almost every
city throughout the country, the towers in Beijing are said to be the largest and tallest. Built
in 1272 and rebuilt twice after two fires, the towers tolled the hours during the Yuan, Ming
and Qing dynasties (1271 —1911).

Bell Tower: Hanging on an eight-square wooden frame on the second floor, this bell is
the largest and heaviest in China. It is 7. 02 meters high, and weighs 63 tons. The bell is
made of copper, and can be heard over great distances. The 2-meter wooden beams hanging
at the sides are used to ring the bell.

Drum Tower: 100 meters south of the Bell Tower, the Drum Tower is built on a 4-
meter-high stone and brick base. It is 46.7 meters high, slightly lower than the Bell Tower’s
47.9 meters. The drum is beaten quickly 18 times and then slowly 18 times. This pattern is
done three times, making 108 beats, representing one year in ancient times.

Telling time by ringing the bell and beating the drum was abolished after Pu Yi, the last
emperor of China, left the Forbidden City. On New Year’s Eve in 1990, the long-silent bell
rang out again. The drum was also beaten again on the New Year’s Eve of 2001. Now the
bell and drum are beaten every New Year’s Eve to send blessings to the people.

You can climb the steep stairways up to the towers. On the Drum Tower, you can also
watch a five-minute ceremony of five people beating 25 drums, which is performed every 30

minutes during the day.
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. the Imperial Vault of Heaven: KizB &,
. the Nine-Dragon Cypress tree: JL#H,

Comprehension of the text.
Answer the following questions according to Text B.

. How many workers were involved in the building of the Forbidden City and when was the

building finished?

2. Tell about the location of the Temple of Heaven.

. What is the most important building inside the temple which is bigger than the Forbidden

City?

. Where are the biggest towers in China and when were they first built?
. Nowadays, why do we beat the bell and drum every year?

. Translate the following sentences into Chinese.

. To transfer the stones quarried from outside the city, it is said that a well was dug every

50 meters along the road in order to pour water on the road in winter to slide large stones
on the ice.

. Lying slightly southeast the Tian’anmen Square, the Temple of Heaven was built in 1420

A.D. during the Ming Dynasty as the place where the imperial family made offerings to

Heaven.

. Also interesting is the Echo Wall with its 193-meter perimeter. The person standing at the

west end of the wall can clearly hear a whisper from the east as the wall was built to a
acoustic design.

. Bells and drums were used by the ancient Chinese to tell time as far back as the Han

Dynasty (206 B. C. -220 A. D.).

. The drum is beaten quickly 18 times and then slowly 18 times. This pattern is done three

times, making 108 beats, representing one year in ancient times.



Ai\& EADE: BNEEREHE

Ill. Exploring questions.
Try to find more information about the following places.

1. the Summer Palace.
2. Yuan-Ming Yuan Imperial Garden.
3. the Great Wall.
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Let a Thousand ldeas Flower .
China Is a New Hotbed of Research

By Chris Buckley

BEUJING — Harry Shum’s office may be one of the best places to witness the next stage
of China’s rise as an economic powerhouse.

Set in the heart of the Haidian District in Beijing, with its canyons of universities, labs
and high-tech ventures, his office occupies a corner of Microsoft Research Asia, the software
giant’s ambitious effort to tap scientific brainpower in China.

“Microsoft began to realize we can’t find all the talented people in the U.S.,” he said.
Pointing outside, he added: “Nowhere in this universe has a higher concentration of 1.Q.
power. ”

Microsoft is not the only multinational company to use China as a base for research and
development. In recent years hundreds of them have set up laboratories here, and Chinese
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officials claim the number is growing by 200 a year.
The labs vary in size and ambition, but as they multiply and expand they may help
China grow from mostly a user and copier of advanced technologies developed elsewhere into

a powerful incubator of its own, industry executives and experts say. And the shift may
eventually reshape applied research, jobs and policies in the United States and other
developed countries.

But it is far from certain that China will reap the full rewards of this flowering. Planting
and nurturing corporate labs is a delicate business, and in China they are buffeted by concerns
about protecting patents, retaining and training researchers, and managing the distances—
physical and cultural—between here and headquarters.

When Microsoft opened its Beijing lab in late 1998, it was among the first multinationals
to establish a large research center in China. It hoped investing in research here would help
pry open the door to two dazzling prizes: China’s large reservoir of skilled but inexpensive
scientists, and its consumers, still relatively poor but growing richer and eager for new
technology.

After considering several sites in Asia, Microsoft settled on the Haidian District, home
to some 40 universities, 138 scientific institutes and many of China’s 810, 000 research
scientists and engineers.

Microsoft, like other companies setting up research facilities here, was able to lure
scientists from government-run labs, which do not pay as well and often are not working on
cutting-edge developments.

When the Microsoft lab first announced openings for 50 positions, it was deluged with
tens of thousands of applications. It is no surprise that Microsoft Research Asia has such
popular appeal. It is one of the few labs here spared the pressure of developing products for
direct application; its researchers, like those in Microsoft’s labs in Redmond, San Francisco
and Cambridge in Britain, are given leeway to explore ideas with no immediate commercial
payoff.

But Microsoft researchers here also said they were conscious of their untested “outsider”
status, which makes them especially eager to find product applications for their theoretical
findings. Among other things, researchers are working on computer graphics, speech
recognition and text translation.

The expansion of foreign labs in China is bound to spark further debate, similar to the
controversy over outsourcing of technology services, about the implications of the increasing
globalization of corporate research.

Executives at Microsoft and other companies argue that their Chinese labs are not taking



8 m EBHME: WIMEERRNE

jobs awa;/ from the United States or elsewhere. “There’s an internationalization of research
going on,” Dr. Rashid said. “That’s a good thing. The more smart people, the more
innovation, and the more benefits for companies like Microsoft. ”

The starting point for this research boom is China’s growing importance and
sophistication as a market for technology, especially telecommunications and the Internet,
industry executives said.

“People realize that with the expansion of China’s market they need to tailor products to
the China market,” said Martin Hirt, who works for McKinsey & Company, the consulting
firm, and has advised companies on technology development in China. “A 50-year-old Finnish
or American engineer is not going to understand the needs of an 18-year-old Chinese youth. {t

Recently, Oracle opened a lab in Beijing to tailor its Linux operating software to suit its
Asian customers, and companies like Motorola, Siemens, I. B. M. and Intel are going even
further, running full-scale labs that work on their companies’ most advanced products.

Last year, General Electric opened a large research center in Shanghai, where it plans to
employ 1,200 researchers by next year. And Nokia, the Finnish mobile telephone maker,
has moved its software code writing to China. Chinese officials in charge of the sector say no
one knows exactly how many international companies have research labs in China, but an
official from China’s Ministry of Commerce recently stated publicly that the country had as
many as 600 and was adding 200 a year.

Dr. von Zedtwitz was more conservative, estimating that China had as many as 300
foreign research centers, most of them founded over the last three years. But he said that
within five years China could overtake Britain, Germany and Japan as a base for corporate
research, leaving it second only to the United States. '

Although experts say that China’s growth as an international research base will continue,
many also said that growth could be slowed or ultimately endangered by the growing pains
and legal uncertainties.

The most immediate threat is China’s laxity in safeguarding intellectual property rights,
which makes it too easy for innovations and industrial secrets to-leak out, only to reappear in
a Chinese competitor’s product catalogue. Multinationals’ growing resentment of theft of
patents and trade secrets is leading some to threaten to quit China for India, Dr. von Zedtwitz
said.

The other serious challenge is retaining and managing researchers who are young and
relatively inexperienced, but also eager for rapid promotions and raises. “You can get all the
smart people you want,” said Dr. Simon of SUNY, who has studied many labs run by
multinationals in China, “but they’ll run around like a herd of cats without leadership. ”



