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Before You Read

Iy Think about what you know. Read the title and the first sentence of the
article on the opposite page. What do you know about the work that a
president does? Why do you think that people call George Washington.
the “father of our country”?

Vocabulary
The content-area and academic English words below appear in “The Father of Our

Country.” Read the definitions and the example sentences. YA e
/// RN A A
Content-Area Words

president (prez’a dant) the chosen leader of a country, company, or group
Example: The president of the United States lives in the White House.
colonies (kol’a n&z) lands that are under the control of another land
Example: Britain ruled 13 colonies in America long ago.
Revolutionary War (rev’s |60”sha ner’ wér) the war that the American colonies fought to
win freedom from Britain
Example: British warships sailed to America during the Revolutionary War.
oath (5th) a promise to tell the truth or to do a certain job
Example: To join the Boy Scouts, he must take an oath to obey Scout Law.
office (8fis) a position of power or responsibility, often in government
Example: The judge passed many laws during her time in office.

AR AR
Academic English ’/// Fhn . Wk

survey (sar va’) to examine for a certain purpose
Example: The workers must survey the area before they build a road.

policies (pol’a s&z) rules that guide the actions of people
Example: The school has policies about the clothes students may wear.

Rate each vocabulary word according to the following scale. Write a number next to

each content-area and academic English word.
1 have never seen the word before.
I have seen the word but do not know what it means.

I know what the word means when I read it.
1 use the word myself in speaking or writing.

I S U

Now skim the article and look for other words that are new to you.

SEIIIR? Wirite each new word and its definition in the Personal Dictionary.
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While You Read

g;"}"li;p;p'/&y Think about why you read. What do you think makes a person a
great leader? As you read, look for the events and personal beliefs
that led George Washington to be the first leader of the United States.

THE FATHER

EH AT
— A 1 B2
H,

of QuR COUNTRY

eorge Washington was the first president of the United States. People call
him the “father of our country.” He earned this title, or name, because he
spent so much of his life serving the United States.
Washington was born in Virginia in 1732. He grew to be a tall, strong boy.

© When he was a teenager, his older brother Lawrence taught him how to survey

land. When Washington was 17 years old, he became county surveyor. When

Lawrence died, Washington took his place as a major in the colonial army. He
gathered troops and prepared them for battle. Because he was a strong leader,

Washington was put in charge of all of Virginia’s troops. For three years, he

) defended Virginia's western border. He also was a leader in the Seven Years’ War.

In 1759 Washington returned home to his farm, Mount Vernon. He built a mill
to crush grain and an ironworks to make iron products. He married Martha Custis
and served in colonial government. He did not like many British policies, such as
the Stamp Act. Under this law, Britain taxed the colonies without allowing them

“ to vote. Washington thought that Britain’s rule was not good for the colonies. He

believed that the colonies should rule themselves.

The Revolutionary War between the colonies and Britain began in 1775. At
that time, Washington became commander in chief of the Continental Army. His
troops were ordinary people who had not been trained to fight. He had few
supplies. His plan was to have patience and to boher the British whenever it was
possible. In battle he would first hold back his troops. Then he would lead a
surprise attack. After six years, he forced the British to give up.

People thought that Washington was a hero. They wanted him to be the first
president. Some even wanted to make him king. Washington did not want to be a

* leader. He wanted to go home and work on his farm. However, Washington knew

that the first president could help plan the future of the new country. To help the
new country get started, in 1789 he took the oath of office to become president.

Washington served as president for eight years. During that time, France was

at war with Britain. Washington kept the United States out of the war. He believed

that the new country needed time to grow strong. After his time in office, he went
back to Mount Vernon and farmed for the rest of his life.

paerama:

ECTION

LANGUAGE CONN|

An s makes a word
possessive. Did you notice
the % in the phrase Virginia's
troops? The phrase means
“the troops of Virginia.“In
line 15, what does the
phrase Britain’s rule mean?

CONTENT CONNECTION

Many colonists wanted to
have a royal ruler. Do you
know of any countries that
have a king, a queen, or
other royal leaders?

The Father of Qur Country « 3
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After You Read

A. Organizing ldeas

What were some important events in George Washington’s life? Complete the
time line below. Reread the article and look for important events. Write the dates on
the lines. In the box below each date, write down a fact about that date. Some parts
have been done for you.

Time Line of George Washington’s Life

—

1732

1749

Washington becomes county surveyor.

1

How did this time line help you understand Washington’s life? Write two or more
sentences about the event that you think was most important to Washington. Did the
time line help you choose this event? Explain your answer.

E3ERE 35
(EF-38

i B 2% % &
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B. Comprehension Skills

il IP!@' Think about how to find answers. look back at what you read. The
information is in the text, but you may have fo look in several sentences
to find it.

Mark box a, b, or ¢ with an X before the choice that best completes each sentence.

58] 152 8% 15 )11 2k

Recalling Facts

1. George Washington was 4. Washington's plan to win the war was
O a. the king. O a. to attack the British at sea.
O b. a Navy officer. O b. to gather more troops and supplies.
O c. commander in chief of the O c. to have patience and to bother the

Continental Army. British.

2. The colonies won their freedom in a 5. Washington served as president for
war with O a. four years.
O a. France. O b. eight years.
O b. Britain. O c. twelve years.

O c. Native Americans.

3. Washington was born in
O a. Britain.
O b. Virginia.
O c¢. New York.

Understanding Ideas
1. People call Washington the “father of our 4. Washington accepted the job of president
country” because because
O a. he did not like the Stamp Act. O a. no one else would.
O b. he commanded the colonial army. O b. he had wanted it for a long time.
O c. he led the colonies’ fight for O c. the new country needed his
freedom and was the first U.S. leadership.
peegideat, 5. While he was president, Washington kept
2. From the article, you can conclude that the United States out of war because
Washington O a. he was tired of fighting.
. O a. wanted power. O b. the new country needed to grow
O b. was not popular. and plan for its future.
O c. putservice to his country above his O c. he did not have the money to pay
own needs. troops to fight.

3. You can also conclude that Washington
O a. had many skills.
O b. did not like to farm.
O c. was a great military leader but
knew little about government.

The Faiher of Our Country 5
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C. Reading Strategies

1. Recognizing Words in Context
Find the word border in the article. One definition
of that word. One definition has the opposite or nearly the opposite mea
remaining definition has a meaning that has nothing to do with the word. Label the

est to the meaning

definitions C for closest, O for opposite or nearly opposite, and U for unrelated.

a. the outer edge of an area
b. a group of buildings
‘c. the center of an area

2. Distinguishing Fact from Opinion
Two of the statements below present facts, which can . The other statement
is an opinion, which expresses someone’s thoughts or beliefs. Label
F for fact and O for opinion.

a. George Washington was the greatest U.S. president.
b. Washington wanted to end Britain’s rule of the colonies.
¢. Washington owned a farm.

3. Making Correct Inferences
Two of the statements below are correct inferences, o esses, that are
based on information in the article. The other statement is an incorrect infe
Label the statements C for correct inference and I for incorrect inference.

a, Washington was a leader in the Revolutionary War.
b. Washington joined the army only because his brother died.
¢. Washington has a special place in U.S. history.

4. Understanding Main Ideas

One of the statements below expresses the main idea of er statement
is too general, or too broad. The other explains only part of the amcle it is too
narrow. Label the statements M for main idea, B for too broad, and N for too narrow.

a. Washington was one of the presidents of the United States.

b. Washington led the colonies to freedom and became the first president.

¢. Washington did not like the Stamp Act.
5. Responding to the Article
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Complete the following sentence in your own words:
Before reading “The Father of Our Country,” I already knew
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