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he Artistry Appreciation of The Selected Master Pieces of Noted
Comtemporary Chinese Painters And Painting Techniques

Mr. Gu Sheng—Yue, The Celebrated Figure Painter
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PREFACE
—By Liu Boshu (Director Of Chinese

Painting Research Institute)

Ever since, Chinese traditional culture in Jiangzhe area which is a distant
source and a long stream have accumulated so deeply. These wonderful places
which have a galaxy of talant attracted so many men of letters from Ming & Oing
dynasty to enjoy themselves so much as to forget to go home. They wrote a lot
of marvellous poems and painted so many beautiful paintings to express their deep
love and the elegant scenery of Jiangnan area. Some of the artists were handed
down because of their pure and vigorous paintings. Since modern times, it is so
prosperous in art circles in this area which is especially eminent by those famous
artists, such as, Mr. Wu Changshuo, Mr. Huang Binhong, Mr. Pan Tianshou, Mr.
Lu Yanshao, Mr. Lu Yifei, Mr. Zhou changgu, Mr. Fang Zhengxian and so on.

Today, the very famous artists like Mr. Gu Shengyue, Mr. Zhu Yingren, Mr.
Kong Zhongqi, Mrs. Du Manhua, Mr. Tong Zhongtao, Mr.. Liu Guohui, Mr.Zhuo
Hejun, Mr. Wu Shanming, Mr. Min Xuelin and Mr. Feng Yuan, are all the natives
of Jiangnan area. They were nurtured in the culture of hometown in their early
ages. Later, they concentrated all their attentions on Chinese painting. All of them
graduated from China Academy of Fine Arts which former names are Zhejiang
Academy of Fine Arts and National Art Training School. These artists remained
in school as teachers to research art and to create wonderful Chinese paintings. As
many of their masterpieces have been displayed in great exhibitions home and
abroad, they have been becoming world—famous generally. Actually, the artists,
who have unique styles and superb artistry, are nucleus of painting circles of
China today.

It is very important to constantly bring forth new ideas in the arts. As it is
the golden time between two centries, a new batch of gifted artists has emerged
in art circles and they paint variable masterpieces which make the art circles are
overflowing with vigour. There’s no limit to art and knowledge. It’ s great
important to improve the artistry and to renovate the styles. That is the way to
draw better paintings. I trust that these artists will achieve great successes not
only by their solid foundations but also by their positive creations. They would
absorb quintessence of the others, have deep love for the life and break free from
conventions. In this way, the artists will have elegant and pure style which
express their clear and simple characteristic and their painting would keep up
meaningful artistic conception.

I am so glad to hear that Zhejiang Photographic Press will publish the
masterpieces and artistry of these artists. As all of them are in their golden ages
to create more and more masterpieces. 1 believe, that they will achieve greater
successes and create much more paintings for people as nourishment for the mind
and also add color to the construction of spirit civilization.

I wrote this preface with abundant feelings in my heart.
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Uygur Elder

The painting focuses on the instantaneous expression of
the figure:profound eyes and clenched lips. The state of
meditation and the stable but a little bit twisted manner
clearly express the dignified innermost world of the old
experienced Islamic clergy. The solemn keynote of the entire
frame is in perfect harmony with the characteristics of the
figure.
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Girl in Red

The elegant fundamental style is constructed by cinnabar,
black and yellow colors in the painting, An active atmosphere
is added to the picture by the colorful hat, the red flowers and
the white gauze scarf. The main subject is emphasized by the
contrast between dim background and distinct figure. The
image of a beautiful and decorous young girl with youthfulness
is made up by the ornamental aesthetic perception in the plane
figure. :
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Old Yizu Handicraftsman

Parallel of lines and combination of color patches form a
picture of ornamental style. The wooden handicrafts in primitive
shapes, simple colors, and unique patterns, the old handicraftsman
in native costume and his primitive way of making handicrafts
harmonize with each other in a plane and innocent aesthetic
perception.
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Songs of Grasslands

The sounds of pestling in the dusk seem like an ancient
song that has passed through centuries, remotely echoing
under the boundless sky in an eternal poetic conception of
loneliness.
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Eminent Monk

The artist has used images of ancient Buddha for reference
to mold the figure of an eminent Thailand monk. The
construction is balanced and symmetrized both vertically and
horizontally. The folds on clothes in parallel lines make up
an atmosphere of serenity and peacefulness. Abstractly
spread background enlarges the space and makes out a mysterious
feeling just like that of the profound outer space.
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