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Foreword

Bai is a nationality with a long history. It’s culture and art
form is very rich and colorful, especially the oral literature of
the Bai nationality is developed. In China, the folktales of Bai
nationality are very famous. After 1949, the literature workers
of China have collected many folktales of Bai nationality and
taken a splendid achievement.

The legends of Ben-zhu are the characteristic part of the
Bai folktales. Over the past years, the legends of Ben-zhu were
told from mouth to mouth among the Bai people. The spirit of
Ben-zhu encouraged the Bai people from one generation to an-
other generation. The colorful legends of Ben-zhu always show
the Bai people’s temperament and their life. So the Bai people
always tell these legends to their descendants and their friends
of other nations. By this way, they also tell their own history,
life, love and friendship, showing their artistic genius of the
abundant inner world and the oral literature writing.

At present, the entertainment becomes more colorful com-
pare with the past. There are so many literature and art form we
can choose to enjoy. But the folk oral literature also has it’ s

own dogged vital force. Nowadays, there are many changes be-
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tween the Bai nationality’ s culture and the world’ s culture. But
as a part of the folk art, the Bai’s legends of Ben-zhu become
more popular. More and more people enjoy it. It is a cultural
heritage unable to instead compare to the movies, television and
other artistic means. According to the historical record, the an-
cient people lived in Dali area had a kind of feeding dance ear-
ly. So we can know, the archaic people had seek for the art at
that time. The developing history of the human being proved
that different stage of the social development has different cul-
ture characteristics. The legends of Ben-zhu we saw during the
past 40 years are mostly record the Bai nationality’ s producing
way, social and historical form, the ethical custom, the geo-
graphical characteristics and the Bai people’ s distinctive senti-
ment of thinking from the ancient time. Although the time goes
by, those legends haven’t changed, because it has recorded in
writing. It is a cultural heritage unable to reproduced to us. We
should thank for the people done a lot of works to collect the
legends.

Among the Bai’s legends of Ben-zhu, the hero worship is a
typical feature. Of all ages, all the nations have their own hero
to adore. The national hero is the soul of a nation. The national
hero of the Bai people is the kind of multiple worship. The Bai
people not only adoring their own national hero such as the king
of the Bai kingdom — Zhanglejinqiu, Xi Nuluo and so on, but
also adoring the other nation’s hero such as Zheng Hui who is

Han people and Hubilie who is the emperor of Mongol. The Bai
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people have built many temples to consecrate their heroes. TEey
also use the folklore to spread their heroes wildly. From the
colorful folklore, we can appreciate the graceful natural scenes
of Dali and perceive the long and multiple history and culture of
the Bai nationality. The folklore also shows the open, hard-
working, friendly and wise national temperament of the Bai peo-
ple. Although the Bai people eulogize the Ben-zhu god very
much, they never taboo the Ben-zhu’s incorrect behaviors. The
mood of the Ben-zhu god also is the Bai people’ s mood. The
Bai people also append the deficiency of their daily life into the
legends of Ben-zhu god. Just because of this kind of dialectic,
hopeful, self-confident and humorous creative way for oral litera-
ture of the Bai people, we have had so many interesting legends
today. In the legends of the Ben-zhu, the heroism occupies a
sizable part. Most protagonists of these legends all have the
great wisdom and courage natures of undaunted and selfless.
The Ben-zhu heroes portrayed by the Bai people not only have
the omnipotent superhuman power of the mysterious deity, but
also have the beneficent and kind humanity. They are the pro-
tected-god, good teacher and helpful friend imagined by the Bai
people who can defeat the difficulty and strive for the happi-
ness. So, if the friends of other nations want to acquaint your-
self with the Bai nationality, you should acquaint the legends of
the Ben-zhu first. From these legends, you also can see a pro-
file of the Bai nationality’s culture.

21" century will be the time competing with culture and
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technology. Dali area should march into the future and the
world from the history. Dali area need to acquaint the world,
the world also need to acquaint the Dali area. We also need to
introduce the culture and art of the Dali area to the outside
world. “The Legends of the Bai Nationality’s Ben —zhu” is a
good book helping people to acquaint the history, culture and
customs of the Bai nationality live in the Dali area. After you
read this book carefully and altogether, you will get more new
thoughts about the culture of the Bai nationality.

Finally, I want to say a word: offering the appreciation to
the people is the primary function of the art, including the oral
folk literature art. Do not let the oral folk literature becoming

difficult to understand.
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