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Culture Notes

Americans usually have one or two children. Children often move out of
their parents’ house when they’re 18. Also, many children leave home when
they go to university. Older relatives live by themselves, with friends or
with other relatives. Some older people live in retirement homes, but not

many.

Families have reunions on Christmas and Thanksgiving. Sometimes rela-
tives arrange big reunions. Then, uncles, cousins, brothers and sisters meet
together. Sometimes they have to come from far away. That’s because

American family members don’t always live near each other.
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Conversation Tools

SEEHRRAT
yes 2 definitely 45512 1Y
without doubt ZJ-&E (1] I sure do/am ¥ 4R &
you bet YRUEHINR T for sure 244k
not really /28K nope A~
I’'m afraid not FRAMEAZIXHF no way 464~ Al B

I can’t say that I do/am . ARREVIFZE  unfortunately, no YA




samn'e sy g

IFIETE L J;“"‘“‘““J

Marvin and Gale have just met each B3XFIZERNINIIAH,
other.

.

Marvin: Do you have a big family, Gale? B3r: %R, HREMNKKEEL?
Gale: Not really. | live with my mother 2=/R: %A, KERHSEEEEE

and father. | have a younger rE—i, HEEFANHH.
brother. That’s about it. How XFE, fRIE?
about you? O3 B FRITRERN., BE

Marvin: Actually, my family is really big.
| have three brothers and two
sisters. And, | have lots of
uncles, aunts and cousins.

Gale: Wow. So, do you live with your

Bl
T

=4S, PIAMELR, fE
HEFREHE. 010, 5
5. (akk. wl, BIER, if
0 T SR

e, B, VRERIRACEHESE—

parents? AT ?
Marvin: No, | don’t. But, | do share an B3r: &4, HRERZR A TEH
apartment with one of my F—EAH.
it BR: TG, (REX LKA
Gale: That’s good. You have such a KEE. VRITHHHRD?
big family. Do you often have O3, MR, AR
i % . TR /R 5 5
Marvin: Sure, on all the big holidays. ERZHEAHIRA
Sometimes my uncle Carl likes BRI A
to arrange big reunions. 5
. O3 mRTESEARE, ]
Gale: = Where do you hold them? TR AR
Marvin: At a restaurant or park. We like ER: B, RbER, FeRiE
to have picnics together. ; B‘J%%éﬁ%‘%ﬁﬁ%ﬁ‘)\ﬂ’ﬂ%

Gale: Oh, me too. But, my family re—
unions are usually at someone’s
house. | think my relatives are shy.

BE, BB TED
REHM.



Culture Notes

Americans meet new people in many places. Of course, Americans make

friends at school and work. But, besides that, people make friends at
restaurants, malls, bookstores, or anywhere else. One person starts chat-

ting with the other. Then they may exchange phone numbers.

Most people have one or two close friends. But, they also have many other
common friends, or ‘acquaintances’. People often tell their secrets to their

friends, but not to their acquaintances.

Friends have nicknames for each other. A name like “Bob” would have a
nickname like “Bobby”. “William” may be “Bill”, “Billy” or “Dick”. Some-
times people have special nicknames like “Doggy” or “Flat head”. Those

names have special meanings for each person.
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