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Zhou Jiao, born in Jilin city, Jilin province in 1930, graduated from the
research class of Luxun Literature & Art College in 1949. She is skilled
in oil painting and traditional Chinese painting, especially in traditional
Chinese painting of beautiful women, which gained her a high popular-
ity both at home and abroad.

At present, she is the honorary chairman of Liaoning Artists Associa-
tion, the member of China Artists Association, the special member of
Korea Painters & Calligraphists Association, the director of China
Yanhuang Poet, Calligraphy and Painting Society for Women.

For more than 40 years, she has been engaged in art creation and
orgnizational work and made great achievements in the two fields. In
her early days, she worked at propaganda department of Anshan Stecl
Plant and had compiled Angang Pictorial, orgnized art classes and
painted a lot of picture posters and picture—stories, some of her fine
works were published by Tianjin Fine Arts Press, in Liaoning Daily and
Angang Daily. In 1973, she began to act as the secretary—general of
Liaoning Artists Association. Since then, many of her excellent works
have been chosen for various art exhibitions at home and abroad. She
often went abroad to attend the exhibitions in person, for example,
"White Mountains and Black Waters" Art Exhibition (Singapore, 1990);
Two-person Painting & Calligraphy Exhibition sponsored by Korean
Art Weekly (Korea, 1991) ; International Art Exhibition held by Korean
East and West Culture Society (Korea) ; Art Exhibition held in the Artist
Gallery (America, 1995). Her works were introduced and commented
many times in the People’'s Daily, Shenyang Daily, Liaoning Daily,
Liaoning Pictorial, Picture —story Pictorial, Northern Aviation, Liaodong
Peninsula and Art Weekly (Korea). She has also made Selected Paint-
ings of Zhou Jiao published.

Her achievements and name have been collected into Who's Who of
Contemporary Chinese Artists, Dictionary of Contemporary Chinese

Artists, Dictionary of Chinese Painters and Calligraphists.
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PREFACE
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During the recent years, many accomplished artists who originally
majored in Western painting became addicted to traditional Chinese
painting and made great attainments because they are deeply attracted
by the advantages of our national culture. They are successtul in com-
bining the two techniques into one and forming a totally new style.
These reformers must have great learning and experience, Zhou Jiao, a
famous woman artist, is one of them.

Zhou Jiao studied oil painting first from Wan Jinsheng (a famous oil
painter) in Jilin Changbai Normal College and then in the research class
of Luxun Literature & Art College. She had worked at propaganda de-
partment of Anshan Steel Plant for a long period and produced many
picture posters and picture — stories which laid her a solid foundation in
artistic skills and offered her a good chance to get in touch with the
mass. Meanwhile, she realized the potential force of traditional Chinese
painting and wished to study it. So she come back to her old school
(Luxun Academy of Fine Arts). Not only did she learn from the teachers
in traditional Chinese painting department, but also copied a lot of
works stored in the library. In the middle 1970s, she was transferred to
Shenyang as the secretary — general of Liaoning Artists Association. Ob-
viously, she had to devote herself to art creation and orgnizational
work. Her main task was to serve the artists, develop the art courses in
Liaoning. At the same time, she gained a valuable chance to know
many famous artists, to visit all the famous mountains and great rivers
in China and to plunge into the thick of life which is undoubtedly a great
help to her art creation. She never forgot that she was an artist while
shouldering the responsibility of leadership, and never left her sketch-
book at home. So she could attend art exhibitions along with other
members and wrote many high—leveled articles. After being retired,
she has more time to paint and made great successes in landscape
painting, flower-and-bird painting, figurc painting and painting of
beautiful women which gain a high reputation at home and abroad.

Zhou Jiao’s landscapes are not limited by the tradition but painted
with bold strokes; her flower-and-bird paintings are described in detail:
her paintings of beautiful women are mainly drawn material from the
historical or legendary figures with graceful carriage and vivid expres-
sion.

In one word, Zhou Jiao’s paintings can spontancously express the
life with bold outlines. She deserves the name of famous artist. At last, 1
want to quote the remarks written by Ms. Yu Feifei in Hainan Pictorial
as the conclusion:" We can sense her true feelings to the beauty of na-
ture of life. This pursuit to beauty are based on her artistic accomplish-
ment and perfected character.”

Written by Li Yu
at Luxun Academy of Fine Arts
in Oct. 1996
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Traditional Chinese Paintines of Zhou Jiao
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