ISR e wmeszss
Today’s Most Popular Study Guides

The Da Vinci Code

i& - Syl ey

SMARTER BETTER FASTER



Today’s Most Popular Studls

BETTER  FASTER

e XENRBFELERAT



FERSFRICE : BF:02-2007-111

BBEMESR B ( CIP )ik

K- EER . NI / (32) M - B (Brown, D) JFE ;i =0, MR, B4 H
B —RKi KR B AR ] L 2009.1

(AHERIUEZEFE)

4 A 3L : The Da Vinci Code

ISBN 978-7-5433-2360-5

1.3 0.0 Qg @K @f- M. OXETUE—FREY
QKR/NME—EE—HHR V. H319. 4:1

rhE A E 4 CIP B BB (2008)5 125237 &

The Da Vinci Code By Brown,D.

Copyright © 2005 by SparkNotes LLC

All rights reserved.

Chinese edition(€©)2008 by Tianjin Science & Technology Translation & Publishing Co.
This Chinese edition was published by arrangement with Sterling Publishing.,Inc.,
387 Park Avenue South. New York,NY 10016.

MHBEENELEDRL X -FTEN

TODAY'S MOST POPULAR STUDY GUIDES

B R RERHEBROEAR
H R A: % B
i KETEFEKOREE 245
HBILHRAG : 300192
i%: 022-87894896
X 022-87895650

: |

&

] ik www Isttpc.com

B Rl RMEhaiEEmNSERAR

£ 7. 2AKERE

READF: 846x1092 2 HAE 6.625 EfTk 135 TF
2009%E 1 B 1 AR 2009 4F 1 A% 1 IENRI
EHr:15.00 T

N - AR 45 5T
=2 CERETT LR Y




CONTENTS §§

CONTEXT c-vcecenersesseensencnrearanrensmsemnemeemnrmeaesseinsennens 2
A Bk
PLOT OVERVIEW +vcvueersanteniatiuiuiiineinneeceiaiaiieaens 8
K
CHARAGCTER LIST ++vveeeveecveeesessassaieasioionsesseassoss 20
fat - R
ANALYSIS OF MAJOR CHARACTERS -:vevvceervinnnnnenn. 28
FH-K
Robert Langdon % 1A . - 28
Sophie Neveu |~ 28
Leigh Teabing & AR s 30
THEMES, MOTIFS & SYMBOLS ---veceeeverernereneunrannes 34
ER-EBR S RAE
The False Conflict between Faith and Knowledge ------ 34
G iR iR %
The Subjectivity of History B ¥ 89 EWM -..nnenn. 34
The Intelligence of Women XMHHE®E - .covvvee.. 36
Ancient and Foreign Languages ««-:scceceesecenrcccens. 38
HRIEBESHEEFT
N s - S 38
Sexism ZEMELEN ceerrrrmiiiiiiiiiiiininieanens. 38
Red Hair I8 vevrereniiimimiiiiineimiiiiiiiinncesinan. 40
Blood I ceceoeersncerensosesaocsessssscassssosnsaassnsssses 40

Cell Phones FAHL rererieeitiiiiiiinieiienceniaacanraens 42



SUMMARY & ANALYSIS crereeeeerunteceneceanecronnereennns a4

B - B L
Prologue—Chapter 3 MF~83F civiiiiiiannnns 44
Chapters 4-9 BAOQOT cerieiaiinnnnnn. 50
Chapters 10~15 F10~15F -oevvviniinin. 60
Chapters 16-20 B 16~20 F cceererenenenennns 68
Chapters 21-25 B D125 B ceverniiieannneens 74
Chapters 26~31 F 26~31 F cerveeniinieninns 80
Chapters 32-37 B 3237 F ceiiiriiiiiaiaann 88
Chapters 38-44 T OV VN 94
Chapters 45-52 FA5~52 F ceveeniaininnnn 106
Chapters 53-61 B 5361 F creeenrreranans 112
Chapters 62-67 B 6267 T eeirrenniaannns 122
Chapters 68-75 B 68~TS T creeriiirannn. 126
Chapters 76--82 HTO~82 F ciieiiiiiiann.. 134
Chapters 8388 % 83~88 F .eevenniiiinan, 142
Chapters 89-95 B BI~95 F ceveeiiiininn. 148
Chapters 96101 H 96~101 F cenviverinnnnn. 154
Chapter 102-Epilogue %5 102 E~RF ...cocevnns 162

IMPORTANT QUOTATIONS EXPLAINED --ccvvevenrenene 172

E A

KEY FACTS tevertriettttneiinttnteriiciesnrataseriocsensnsosenns 182

15 5 4% F

STUDY QUESTIONS & ESSAY TOPICS :-«ccveeeeccaecnn. 188

I5] %2 - % B

REVIEW & RESOURCES c:cctveettueartnncacaieenrranaeennns 198

E ok - WA
Quiz THHE — veriimiiii i 198

Suggestions for Further Reading #X#& -.-..con- 204



NxE

EEHiEHE EXANSALGERL, B E LR 4
X% AEEEHRRAETHRENEEANRE LB ER?

‘BB ENELEFE RANALERRITHERL
EFikLie, A hFLNBL LR LFFEINE,
FEBRERS, BEEAFHATRAERS AN A RE R
M, VA2 b Fo iR AT M E 0 8 F A A, A AT 6 S Ao
Wil AT Mk L EH R LA T ARER, &
— ARG L E AT T ABSW EHERN ETH
BEENIBEL LR, FERAALNT T BE
W LR EMEES B

A BB RS BRALATRAREETEHH
Fd ik EREABET, TR TELSMBRE LA,
ERZAANFETAATHH, ZRNAIUBEGTHLEEFAS
HTH, A EROHERRBARLE KNG TE, &
st hEETRINRER T TRAPRR, B2MHAE.
AW %5 RAEL LK ik — AL F"RAREK ,HENE
ARG RABEE ARiEE 20 FH, FarRig¥EEEKE,
®EIFSR, MK

REMFBEFHRANZITHR O HE"RF] 78 #,
$AHLRBEZEMM EBBTEH LK TREGR A, K
ki B 3T 20 MY AR R G KW B A ER, BT
WA T ER $-FFETEANGAE, KRERN
HEBIRDEFREELHEB A FFHTATNERTR,
A B B KA, AR T Rk 6y K EIRB, ik kA
B dk ik B RAKE,

BE AR, AR ATAT!



CONTEXT

an Brown was born on June 22,1964 in Exeter,
New Hampshire. He attended Phillips Exeter
Academy and Amherst College. After college, he
returned to Phillips Exeter to teach English.

Although a writer of commercial fiction,Brown’s interest
in the genre arose fairly late in his life. He read his first
thriller, Sidney Sheldon’s Doomsday Conspiracy,after he had
graduated from college. This thriller, which Brown stumbled
upon by accident, inspired him to work in the same genre.
Aside from Sheldon,Brown has said he admires Robert Lud-
lum, for his ability to plot large-scale,international thrillers;
John Steinbeck,for his descriptive skills;and Shakespeare, for
his wordplay.

Brown grew up in a household in which religious and
academic topics were discussed openly—his mother was a pro-
fessional sacred musician and his father was a math professor.
This background provided Brown with the confidence to ex-
plore some of the complicated conflicts that arise between re-
ligion and science. One of his early novels,for example,An-
gels and Demons (2000),examines the conflict between sci-
ence and religion.

Another theme frequently addressed in Brown’s work is
the secret society. Brown has said that secret societies hold a
special fascination for him,having grown up in New England,
where Ivy League universities, Masonic lodges,and seats of
governmental power all have their secret rituals and mysteri-
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Wl THE DA VINCI CODE

ous elements. Two of Brown’s novels, Digital Fortress(1996)
and Deception Point(2001),deal with secret governmental or-
ganizations.

Yet it was Brown’s novel The Da Vinci Code(2003),a
book that combines all three of these themes,that catapulted
Brown to celebrity. So staggering was its success that it in-
spired readers to return to Brown’s earlier novels,belatedly
putting them on the New York Times bestseller list.

The idea for The Da Vinci Code,a thriller that hinges on
a trail of clues hidden in the works of Leonardo Da Vinci, first
came to Brown while he was studying art history in Spain and
learned about hidden symbols in Da Vinci’s paintings. While
he was researching Angels and Demons,his first book, which
also has Robert Langdon as the main character and which
deals with another secret society,the INuminati, Brown was
confronted with Da Vinci once again. He arranged to go to the
Louvre, where he saw many of Da Vinci’s paintings and inter-
viewed an art historian. Before writing The Da Vinci Code,
Brown spent a year researching Da Vinci and reading widely
about cryptography and symbology. He also studied up on,and
interviewed members of,Opus Dei,a controversial organiza-
tion within the Catholic Church.

Brown considers himself a Christian and has said that the
issues that preoccupy the characters in The Da Vinci Code
matter to him on a personal level. He has repeatedly insisted
that The Da Vinci Code was meant to spark further discussion
about the mission and place of the Church,not to inspire de-
nunciation of the Church. Furthermore,Brown does not claim
that everything the characters discuss is the absolute true.
Nonetheless, his novel has been met with a spate of books
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W THE DA VINCI CODE

written by outraged Christians and Catholics,taking Brown to
task for his conception of everything from the Holy Grail to
Mary Magdalene’s relationship to Jesus to the validity of the
noncanonical Gospels. Brown has welcomed these debates, in-
sisting that apathy is the enemy of true faith and discussion is
the lifeblood of any religion. Brown has also received many
letters of support from people inside the Church who appreci-
ate his work. He says that these supporters include nuns who
have thanked him for pointing out how ironic and painful it is
that even women who give up their lives to serve the Church
are not considered fit to serve behind the altar.

After the enormous success of his novels, Brown gave up
teaching and now focuses on his writing full time. His next
novels will feature Robert Langdon, the protagonist of Angels
and Demons and The Da Vinci Code. &
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PLOT OVERVIEW

n the Louvre,a monk of Opus Dei named Silas ap-

prehends Jacques Sauniére,the museum’s curator,

and demands to know where the Holy Grail is. After

Sauniére tells him, Silas shoots him and leaves him
to die. However, Sauniére has lied to Silas about the Grail’s
location. Realizing that he has only a few minutes to live and
that he must pass on his important secret,Sauniére paints a
pentacle on his stomach with his own blood,draws a circle
with his blood,and drags himself into the center of the circle,
recreating the position of Da Vinci’s Vitruvian Man. He also
leaves a code,a line of numbers,and two lines of text on the
ground in invisible ink.

A police detective,Jerome Collet,calls Robert Langdon,
the story’s protagonist and a professor of symbology,and asks
him to come to the Louvre to try to interpret the scene. Lang-
don does not yet realize that he himself is suspected of the
murder.

After murdering Sauniére,Silas calls the “Teacher” and
tells him that,according to Sauniére,the keystone is in the
Church of Saint-Suplice in Paris. The Teacher sends Silas
there. Silas follows Sauniére’s clues to the keystone’s location
and discovers that he has been tricked. In a fit of rage,he kills
Sister Sandrine Bieil, the church’s keeper and a sentry for the
Priory of Sion. At the Louvre,Langdon meets Jerome Collet
and Bezu Fache,the police captain,and realizes that the two
policemen suspect him of the murder.
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W THE DA VINCI CODE

Sophie Neveu,an agent of the department of cryptology
and Sauniére’s granddaughter,arrives at the crime scene and
tells Langdon that he must call the embassy. When Langdon
calls the number Sophie gave him,he reaches her answering
service. The message warns Langdon that he is in danger and
should meet Sophie in the bathroom at the Louvre.

In the bathroom,Sophie shows Langdon that Fache is
noting his movements with a tracking device. She throws the
device out the window onto a passing truck, tricking the police
into thinking that Langdon has escaped from the Louvre.

Sophie also tells Langdon that the last line in the secret
message, P.S. Find Robert Langdon,” was her grandfather’s
way of alerting her:P.S. are the initials of her grandfather’s
nickname for her,Princesse Sophie. Langdon thinks that P.S.
might stand for Priory of Sion,an ancient brotherhood devoted
to the preservation of the pagan goddess worship tradition, and
to the maintenance of the secret that Sauniére died protecting.

Langdon decodes the second and third lines in Sauniére’s
message: Leonardo Da Vinci! The Mona Lisa! ” Sophie re-
turns to the paintings to look for another clue. The police have
returned to the Louvre as well,and they arrest Langdon. So-
phie finds a key behind the Madonna of the Rocks. By using
the painting as a hostage, she manages to disarm the police of-
ficer and get herself and Langdon out of the building.

As Sophie and Langdon drive toward the Swiss bank
identified on the back of the key,Langdon explains the history
of the Priory of Sion and their armed force,the Knights Tem-
plar. He reveals that the Priory protects secret documents
known as the Sangreal,or the Holy Grail. Langdon’s latest
manuscript is about this very subject.

10
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Wl THE DA VINCI CODE

When Sophie and Langdon enter the bank,an unnamed
security guard realizes that they are fugitives and calls the po-
lice,but André Vernet,the bank’s manager and a friend of
Sauniere’s,recognizes Sophie and helps her and Langdon es-
cape. Sophie and Langdon figure out that the number left near
Sauniére’s body must be the account number that will open
the vault. When they open the vault they find a cryptex,a
message delivery device designed by Da Vinci and crafted by
Sauni¢re. The cryptex can only be opened with a password.

Vernet successfully smuggles Sophie and Langdon past
Collet in the back of a locked armored car. Vernet turns on
them,but they manage to get away with the cryptex,which
Langdon realizes is actually the Priory keystone—that is,the
key to all of the secrets the Priory holds about the location of
the Holy Grail.

Langdon and Sophie go to the house of Sir Leigh
Teabing,a historian,to ask for his help opening the box.
Teabing tells them the legend of the Grail,starting with the
historical evidence that the Bible didn’t come straight from
God but was compiled by Emperor Constantine. He also cites
evidence that Jesus’ divinity was decided by a vote at Nicaea,
and that Jesus was married to Mary Magdalene,who was of
royal blood,and had children by her. Teabing shows them the
hidden symbols in The Last Supper and the painted represen-
tation of the Magdalene. He tells them that the Holy Grail is
actually Mary Magdalene’s body and the documents that prove
Mary’s blood line is related to Jesus. He says he thinks
Sauniére and the others may have been killed because the
Church suspected that the Priory was about to unveil this se-
cret.
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