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Preface

(Chinese Edition)

Agro-Process Engineering has gained more and more attention during recent years.
Consumer demands concerning food quality have increased and economic concerns have
forced a reduction in losses after harvesting. Traceability is one of the demands made both
by consumers and imposed by governments, in particular in the developed countries, many
of which have experienced various food scandals. In the developing countries, losses due to
bad post-harvest operations have to be reduced in order to increase the amount of food
available to consumers.

The importance of the topic is underscored by the fact that it is one of the major
subjects of the 2004 CIGR International Conference in Beijing and will be treated in a
special sub-conference. It is on the occasion of this big CIGR Conference — named by the
Chinese organizers “The Olympics of Agricultural Engineering” — that this first volume of
the CIGR Handbook of Agricultural Engineering is available in the Chinese language.

I wish to express my sincere thanks to the Chinese colleagues who strongly supported
the preparation of this edition:

Prof. Chen Zhi, President of the Chinese Academy of Agricultural Mechanization Sciences
(CAAMS),

Prof. Li Shujun, Vice President of CAAMS,

Prof. Fang Xianfa, Director of Dept. of Science and Technology Industry Development of
CAAMS,

Assoc. Prof. Chen Kun, CAAMS.

However, my thanks and my recognition are also directed to the editor-in-chief of the
first five volumes of the CIGR Handbook of Agricultural Engineering, Prof. Osamu Kitani.
His tremendous readiness for action and his continuous work, combined with the
contributions of the Volume editor Prof. Fred Bakker-Arkema, his co-editors, and the
twenty authors, made it possible for the work to finally converge into a real textbook.

The five volumes of the CIGR Handbook of Agricultural Engineering are among the
most successful books that ASAE ever published — almost 3000 books and more than 200
five-volume copies on CD-ROM have been sold until today. I hope that this success story
will extend to the Chinese edition as well. May the Handbook be used by many students and
agricultural engineers, be beneficial for their activities, and thus increase the quality and
quantity of many agricultural products, as well as contribute to agricultural production

processes feasible both under economical and ecological aspects!

Axel Munack, Editor-in-chief
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