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Introduction

Fun and Fascinating Chinese Characters is a junior Chinese teaching material
compiled for overseas Chinese youngsters. Based on the unique characteristics of
Chinese characters and by adhering to the dual principles of learning characters by
classifying them and making them interesting to learn, this text enables students to
easily master 1000 Chinese characters within a year and achieve a level of basic
proficiency at which they can read Chinese books and periodicals through guessing,
singing, recitation, spelling, speaking and other lively and invigorating teaching
methods. This text has the following four features:

I. Using characters as a foundation and learning characters through classification

When a youngster begins learning Chinese, the language will be easy to learn if
the instructor adopts a teaching method of using characters as the foundation of study,
begins with the shape and meaning of the characters, uses pictures to bring out the
meaning of the character, uses logic to help the youngster understand, and uses pictures
to illustrate the relationship between the shape of the character and its meaning.

Chinese characters originated as pictographic characters. Pictographic characters
are the earliest written form of Chinese. Pictographic characters are all single characters,
which are the roots of all Chinese characters. Most of these “roots” are also “radicals.”
Radicals are indicators of the categories to which Chinese characters belong. This
text chooses to use high-frequency characters that contain these radicals, or character
“roots,” and the strategy of learning characters based on their classification and desi gns
each lesson based on a single character in order to enable teachers and learners to master
the fundamentals, to master the complicated by understanding the simple, and to step
out on the expressway to faster Chinese learning.

2. Learning characters from radicals and component parts

One factor that distinguishes Chinese characters from other writing systems is that
Chinese characters are made up of combinations of specific component parts. There
are two ways of combining these component parts: the first is repeating a single
character, asin “M” (cong, “from”), written with two “ A" (rén, “person”), or
“AX”7 (zhong, “crowd”), written with three “ A" (rén, “person”). The second is
combining a radical and a different component, asin “WJ” (ming, “bright”), written
by combining “[1” (i, “sun”) and “J1” (yué, “moon”), or “%” (nan, “male”),
written by combining “[H” (tian, “field”) and “J;” (i, “strength”).

Learning characters from component parts is the simple and easy way to learning
Chinese. A great number of studies have shown learning Chinese characters by



memorizing whole characters is confusing, learning characters from stroke order is
complex and that learning characters from component parts is simple, scientific and
easy to understand. For example, “#f” (hto, “good”) is just combined “Z” (nd,
“female” or “woman”) with “71-” (z, “baby”), and “FH” (tian, “sweet”) is just
combined “7” (shé, “tongue”) with “H” (9dn, “sweet”).

3. Educating with entertainment and learning characters for fun

The most sophisticated level of education is “joyful learning,” that is, “to gain through
playful exploration.” The art of Chinese childhood education is to adapt instruction to
fit the child’s nature, to cleverly turn the process of the transfer of knowledge into a
game, and to make students learn while playing or play while learning.

In this text the “root” character of every lesson has accompanying pictures, each
of which can be guessed and can be combined with other characters to form different
characters. The “Word Family Chant” can be either sung or chanted. Learning
begins by having students guess the character from the picture, and then, students use
singing and recitation to learn the text of the lesson. By means of spelling characters,
adding and subtracting strokes, students expand the number of characters they recognize.
By means of daily conversation, students practice their oral language skills. The
processes of educating students by entertaining them and learning by making characters
interesting decrease the difficulty of learning Chinese characters, and improve the
effectiveness of the learning process.

4. Using a little to gain a lot, and mastering skills through practical application

Based on The Office of Chinese Language Council International’s “Outline of
HSK Vocabulary and Chinese Character Level,” this text includes a total of 1027 Chinese
characters, among which are 448 Group A characters, 269 Group B characters, 126
Group C characters, 96 Group D characters, and 88 other characters.

This text specially selected 66 high-frequency radicals as “root characters,” from
which more than 1000 high-frequency characters, more than 200 phrases, and more
than 100 sentences common in daily conversation can be composed, thus enabling
overseas youngsters to quickly embark upon a fascinating journey of learning the
Chinese language.

This text is divided into two volumes, including a total of 12 units, 66 lessons,
and every lesson needs two to three class periods to complete.
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