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Foreword

China Wetlands Encyclopedia(hereinafter referred to as the Encyclopedia) is the first modern
encyclopedia about wetlands in China, which introduces wetlands sciences and wetlands status
(mainly China). The readers of the Encyclopedia are the professionals engaged in wetlands-related
work, students of relevant colleges and universities, environmentalists and popular science fans.
It is an indispensable reference book for libraries and institutions engaged in wetlands
management, research and conservation. The compilation of the Encyclopedia is undertaken
under the guidance of the Editorial Committee of China Wetlands Encyclopedia, and supported
by Chinese Academy of Science, State of Forestry Administration, Ministry of Environmental
Protection, Ministry of Land and Resources, Ministry of Agriculture, Ministry of Water Resources,
State Oceanic Administration, the departments of forestry, environmental protection, oceanography
and agriculture of provinces and municiplities, as well as the Wetlands International China
Programme, research institutes(associations and societies), universities, colleges, experts and
scholars. Publication of the Encyclopedia is a fundamental cultural development of wetlands
science, which has a real and long-term historical significance for understanding wetlands and

~ forming sound concept of wetlands conservation.
/ ~ Wetlands represent an ecologlcal system having unique functions. It is one of three global
- eco-systems (others are forest and ocean eco- systems) on which human beings heavily depend.
e ‘-:Wetlands are also an important living environment and one of ecological landscapes with richest
o 'natural biodiversity. Wetlands are the strategic resources, which may affect national and regional
: _,ecologlcal safety durmg sustainable development. Wetlands play an irreplaceable role in
_combating floods, adjustlng runoff, improving climate, controlling pollution, beautifying the
e "vn'omnetif and keepmg reglonal _ecological balance; therefore wetlands are named as the
: Kldney of the Earth% Cradle of Life, Birthplace of Civilization and Gene Pool of Species. With
: develupmen of fcmotﬁy, wetlands are facmg serlous challenge wetlands area is- shrunken,

comewe' n. Now the vg,etlands conservatlon becomes one of 1mportant contents of ecological
ion of hume '%emgs durmg the 218t century A consxderable success has been achieved in v

Iicitx A part of destroyed wetlands are restored The mission of
i to populanze weﬁands knowledge, to mtrdduce weﬂands status, to




Modern encyclopedia has 200 year history of development. It has been a matured science in
terms of overall design, entries selection, editing mode, picture preparation and retrieval system.
Since 1980s when Encyclopedia of China(first edition) officially published, modern encyclopedia
has been widely recognized by Chinese intelligentsia, and further developed into three categories
of encyclopedia: general encyclopedia, territorial encyclopedia and informative encyclopedia.
Encyclopedia has an important influence on nation's scientific and cultural quality. The editorial
office of the Encyclopedia carefully studied influential encyclopedia both home and abroad,
including Encyclopedia Britannica, The Encyclopedia Americana, Encyclopedia of China and
Encyclopedia of Beijing. The editorial office of the encyclopedia pays its attention to large
entries and picture configuration in order to provide to readers all kinds information on wetlands
from wide and multiple angles of view and multiple layers. The guiding principles of compilation
are “Featured content, Concise text, Exquisite illustrations and Nice binding”. The Encyclopedia
makes all efforts to let all entries to accord with requirements of “Uniformity, Analogy,
Knowledgeability, Searchability, Valuable Reference and Readability”.

The Encyclopedia is a one-volume book with over 1000 entries, which cover seven branches of
wetlands science, wetlands of provinces or municipalities, wetlands of importance, wetlands nature
reserves, wetlands biology, wetlands culture and wetlands conservation. The number of large
entries accounts for 5% of total entries, but their quantity of Chinese characters account for 20%.
The proportion of entries and indexed file is 1 4. That means that the Encyclopedla has over o
4000 searchable topics, more than 1100 pictures(including maps) and 1.8 million Chinese characters
(including diagram). The explanatory articles in the Encyclopedia have its focus on wetlands e
science and China. The contents of world wetlands are included in a speclal article of “Wetlands =
and Human Beings” and relevant entries. The Encyclopedia follows the cla
encyclopedia In addition to keep the style of modern encyclopedia, Vthe China Wetlands Encyt
stresses its visual effect of layout, thus letting readers feel ‘easy to rea aﬂd 'éarch.

{ level reference tool of wetlands science w1th extremely rich conten
; Compilation of the. Encyclopedm is a huge cultm‘al systema' c enginee
_support from experts was made available during cormpllatlo" process.
i pmmng and pubhshmg the Encyclopedia, we express our sincer
- _compilation level is llmxtéd we should apprec1ate it if our r de;&

shortqommgs, whwh wﬂl be corrected in the second edmm
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