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The good life is one in-
spired by love and guided by
knowledge.

--Bertrand Russell
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2 Russell’s Views On Life

The Life Of Bertrand Russell

ertrand Russell’s parents, Viscount John

Amberley and Viscountess Kate Amberley,
were married in 1864 and less than one year later
they celebrated the birth of their first born, named
Frank. Russell’s father was a gentle and austere
freethinker who stood for Parliament in 1868 but
was defeated, the apparent result of his unpopular
support of birth control and a pending bill in Par-
liament that would have legalized the holding of
debates on Sundays.

Four years after the viscount had his political
ambitions dashed, the Amberleys rejoiced at the
arrival of their second son Bertrand on May 18,
1872. His birth was the apparent result of a failure
in that unmentionable [‘)ractice' of birth control, the
advocacy of which had led his father into political
isolation. Russell’s life was to begin with tragedy,
for at the tender age of two he lost his mother to
diphtheria and then at the age of three he was or-
phaned by his father, who succumbed to a weak-
ened condition. Though Russell’ s father had made
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. 4 The Life Of Rertrand Russell

provision for the upbringing of his sons, their
grandparents, Lord John and Lady Frances Rus-
sell, successfully contested their son’s will thereby
winning custody of the boys. Lord Russell died in
1878 leaving Bertrand’s care and education to Lady
Frances who, although of Scottish Presbyterian
background, had Unitarian leanings and raised the
young man in that spiritual environment.

Young Bertrand’s childhood at Pembroke
Lodge was a regimented existence of M,
austerity, and loneliness; hardly an atmosphere
conducive to free thought. He found the loneliness
unbearable. “There were family prayers at eight
o’clock every morning. Although there were eight
servants, food was always of Spartan simplicity,
and even what there was, if it was at all nice, was
considered too good for children. Cold baths all the
year round were insisted upon.. ..My grandmother
never allowed herself to sit in an armchair until the
evening. Alcohol and tobacco were viewed with
disfavor although stern convention compelled them
to serve a little wine to_guests. Only virtue was
prized, virtue at the expense of intellect, health,
happiness, and every mundane good.”

Dreading the influence of public schools, Lady
Frances saw that Bertrand was tutored at home.
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6 The Life Of Bertrand Russell

This was to be the beginning of the intense philo-
sophical reflection that was so crucial to Russell’s
later career. At the age of eighteen he left the con-
fines of Pembroke Lodge and entered Cambridge
University to _pursue mathematics. There he found
the intellectual freedom and liberal scholarly envi-
ronment that would allow him to flourish.

Though a shy and somewhat awkward young
man, in 1892 Russell’ s emotions were aroused by
Alys Pearsall Smith, daughter of an American
Quaker family. Over the arguably justifiable objec-
tions of his family, the two were married in 1894.
Having become the beneficiary of a large legacy
from his father, Russell was able to pursue what-
ever life course he desired. While his new wife en-
gaged herself in social issues and the special causes
of a woman of leisure, Bertrand sought satisfying
intellectual work -- more specifically the area of e-
conomics. Between 1895 and the turn of the century
Russell investigated the German Social Democratic
Party, about which he devoted a book on the future
of German politics (German Social Democracy) .
He also wrote works on the foundations of geome-
try, the philosophy of Leibniz, and the philosophy
of mathematics. The latter work was evertually to
lead Russell to his magnum opus, Principia Math-



