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[ Country Overview

1. Geography

1) Location and Area

Italy (Italian Italia) , republic in southern Europe,bounded on the north by Swit
zerland and Austria;on the east by Slovenia and the Adriatic Sea;on the south by the
lonian Sea and the Mediterranean Sea;on the west by the Tyrrhenian Sea, the Ligurian
Sea, and the Mediterranean Sea; and on the northwest by France. It comprises, in
addition to the Italian mainland, the Mediterranean islands of Elba, Sardinia, and
Sicily, and many lesser islands. Enclaves within mainland Italy are the independent
countries of San Marino and Vatican City ;the latter is a papal state mostly enclosed by
Rome, the capital and largest city of Italy. The area of Italy is 301,323 sq km,
including 294, 020 sq km water and 7,210 sq km land ( includes Sardinia and
Sicily) .

Around 100 million years ago a tropical sea called the Tethys covered the area
now occupied by the peninsula. Gradually the ocean began to recede and various types
of materials were deposited ,including limestones , dolomites and sandstones,as well as
the extensive coral reefs to the northeast from which the Dolomite mountain range was
later formed. Although earlier volcanic activity had already resulted in the formation of
the original core of the Alpine chain and other mountains further south, the crucial
moment came around 40 million years ago when the African and European continental
plates collided. The collision forced the respective borders of the plates and part of the
bed of the Tethys to fold and rise up, beginning the formation of the Alpine and
Apennine chains. The Alps rose up relatively quickly,at first forming an archipelago of
tropical islands in the Tethys Sea. Both mountain chains underwent significant erosion,
resulting in huge deposits of sand, gravel and clay at their feet and in part preparing
the way for the development of lowland areas. By around 2 million years ago , after the
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= Italy

‘andscape had been shaped and reshaped by the combined forces of continental plate

2 ) Terrain and Topography

More than half of Italy consists of the Italian Peninsula, a long projection of the
continental mainland. Shaped much like a boot , the Italian Peninsula extends generally
southeast into the Mediterranean Sea. From northwest to southeast, the country is about
1,145 km long;with the addition of the southern peninsular extremity, which extends
north to south, it is about 1,360 km long. The maximum width of the mainland portion
of Italy is about 610 km in the north ; the maximum width of the peninsula is about 240
km. On the northern frontiers are the Alps, which extend in a wide arc from
Ventimiglia on the west to Gorizia on the east,and include high peaks such as Monte
Cervino(4,478 m/14,692 ft) and Monte Rosa,which rises to its highest point (4,634
m/15,203 ft)in Switzerland just west of the border. The highest point in Italy is near
the summit of Mont Blanc ( Monte Bianco), on the border of Italy, France, and
Switzerland ;the peak, located in France,is 4,810 m (15,782 ft). Between the Alps
and the Apennines, which form the backbone of the Italian Peninsula, spreads the
broad Plain of Lombardy, comprising the valley of the Po River. The northern
Apennines project from the Maritime Alps along the Gulf of Genoa to the sources of the
Tiber River. Monte Cimone (2,163 m/7,097 ft)is the highest summit of the northern
Apennines. The central Apennines, beginning at the source of the Tiber, consist of
several chains. In the eastern portion of this rugged mountain district is Monte Corno
(2,912 m/9,554 ft), the highest Apennine peak. The southern Apennines stretch
southeast from the valley of the Sangro River to the coast of the Gulf of Taranto. High
peaks of the Apennine ranges of the Calabrian Peninsula, as the southern extremity of
the Italian Peninsula is known,include Botte Donato( 1,929 m/6,329 ft) and Montalto
(1,957 m/6,422 ft). The Apennines form the watershed of the Italian Peninsula. The
main uplifts are bordered by less elevated districts, known collectively as the sub-
Apennine region. All the Land boundaries of Italy is about total 1,932.2 km , Austria
430 km, France 488 km,Holy See( Vatican City)3.2 km,San Marino 39 km, Slovenia
232 km, Switzerland 740 km.

Only about one-third of the total land surface of Italy is made of plains,of which
the greatest single tract is the Plain of Lombardy. The Coastline of Italy is about 7,600
km. The coast of Italy along the northern Adriatic Sea is low and sandy, bordered by
shallow waters and, except at Venice, not readily accessible to oceangoing vessels.

From a point near Rimini southward, the eastern coast of the peninsula is fringed by
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purs of the Apennines. Along the middle of the western coast, however, are three
tretches of low and marshy land, the Campagna di Roma, the Pontine Marshes , and
e Maremma

. The western coast of Italy is broken up by bays, gulfs, and other indentations,
which provide a number of natural anchorages. In the northwest is the Gulf of Genoa,
the harbor of the important commercial city of Genoa. Naples, another leading western
coast port, is situated on the beautiful Bay of Naples , dominated by the volcano Mount
Vesuvius. A little farther south is the Gulf of Salerno, at the head of which stands the
port of Salerno. The southeastern end of the peninsula is deeply indented by the Gulf of
Taranto, which divides the so-called heel of Italy ( ancient Calabria) from the toe
(modern Calabria). The Apennine range continues beneath the narrow Strait of
Messina and traverses the island of Sicily,, where the volcano Mount Etna,3,323 m
(3,322 m/10,902 ft) high, is located. Another active volcano rises on Stromboli, one
of the Lipari Islands (Isole Eolie ) , northwest of the Strait of Messina. In addition to
volcanic activity, Italy is also plagued by frequent minor earthquakes , especially in the
southern regions.

3)Regions

Italy is presently divided into 20 Regions: Piedmont, Aosta Valley, Lombardy,
Trentino Alto Adige, Veneto, Friuli-Venezia Giulia, Liguria, Emilia-Romagna,
Tuscany, Umbria, Marches, Latium, Abruzzo, Molise, Campania, Apulia, Basilicata,
Calabria, Sicily, Sardinia. Each region is divided into Provinces; each Province is
divided into municipalities.

=Piedmont

Piedmont is a region of north-western Italy. It has an area of 25,400 sq km and a
population of est. 4. 4 million. Its capital is Turin. Piedmont is surrounded on three
sides by the Alps mountain range, including the Monviso, where the Po river rises. It
borders with France and the Italian regions of Lombardy, Liguria and Valle d’ Aosta.
The region is divided into eight administrative provinces ( Alessandria, Asti, Biella,
Cuneo, Novara, Vercelli, Verbania and Torino ) , each named after its principal city.
Other important cities include Moncalieri and Rivoli. Lowland Piedmont is a fertile
agricultural region, producing wheat, rice, maize and grapes, the region also contains
major industrial centres,notably Turin,home to the FIAT automobile works.

From 1046 the counts of the House of Savoy added Piedmont to its main territory
of Savoy,with a capital at Chambéry ( now in France) . The counts were dukes of Savoy
from 1416,and Duke Emanuele Filiberto removed his seat to Turin in 1563. ( The
dukes were kings of Sardinia from 1720). Piedmont was the spnngboard for Italy’ s
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unification in 1859—1861 , following earlier unsuccessful wars against Austria in
§1820—1821 and 1848—1849. A “ piedmont” ( piemonte in Italian) is a foothill , and
“piedmont ” has become a generic deignation for foothill regions in geography.
Ei@dmOnt is one of the great winegrowing regions in Italy. More than half of its 700 sq
km of vineyards are registered with DOC designations. It produces wines of renowned
depth such as the famed Barbera, Barolo and Barbaresco, as well as the more
approachable Dolcetto.

r=Aosta Valley

Aosta Valley is a mountainous region in north-western Italy, the smallest of the
regions. It is bordered by France to the west, Switzerland to the north and the region of
Piedmont to the south.

The region covers 3,263 sq km and has a( partially French speaking) population
of about 126, 000. French is used in the government acts and laws, though the
language actually spoken by the biggest part of the population is Patois, a French
dialect which used to be spoken in Savoy , French-speaking Switzerland , Lyon area and
the Jura. Aosta Valley is the only region still widely using the language. The region has
a special autonomous status and forms one of the Provinces of Italy. The regional
capital is Aosta.

The area was under the control of many different rulers until passing to the house
of Savoy in the 11th century. It was established as an autonomous region of Italy in
1944.

r=Lombardy

Lombardy (It. Lombardia ) is a region in northern Italy between the Alps and the
Po Valley. Lombardy’ s capital is Milan, and the region is divided into the following
provinces, all named after their capital cities ; Bergamo, Brescia ( weapon industries ) ,
Como( silk industries) ,Cremona, Lecco, Lodi , Mantova ,Milano , Pavia( one of the most
ancient universities ) , Sondrio, Varese ( shoe industries ). Its eleven provinces are
subdivided in a total of 1, 562 comunes, ranging in population from Milan
(1,303,437 )to Morterone , near Lake Como,with only 33 inhabitants (2001 census).

Another important town is Monza ( the Formula One circuit). Lombardy borders
the regions of Piedmont, Emilia-Romagna, Veneto, Trentino-Alto Adige, and the
country of Switzerland. The region is named for the Lombards or Langobardi, who came
to this region after the fall of the ( western) Roman Empire. There was a close
relationship between the Frankish, Bavarian and Lombard nobility for many centuries.

1= Trentino-South Tyrol

Trentino-South Tyrol or Trentino-Alto Adige is one of the few Italian region not

touched by the sea,its territory is mountainous and includes the majestically beautiful
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= famous for its winter resorts, such as Madonna di Campiglio.

—a

pr ductlon of apples and wines, the region has a greatly developed tourist industry,

The region is bordered by Austria to the north and by the Italian regions of
Lombardy to the west and Veneto to the south. It covers 13 ,619 sq km. It is extremely
mountainous, covering a large part of the Dolomites and the southern Alps. The lowest
pass across the Alps,the Passo Brennero,is located at the far north of the region on the
border with Austria.

r=Veneto

Veneto is a region in northeastern Italy, bordering on Lombardy , Trentino-South
Tyrol , Austria, Friuli-Venezia Giulia, and Emilia-Romagna , between the Alps and the
Adriatic Sea. It is traversed by the Po, Adige, Brenta and Piave rivers. The capital is
Venice,and other important towns include Verona, Padua , Treviso, Belluno, Rovigo ,
and Vicenza. This region is very rich in artistic and cultural treasures. Its architectural
heritage includes the unique buildings and bridges of Venice,and many of Palladio’ s
villas. Verona’ s arena is an ancient Roman amphitheatre, traditionally reserved for
opera. The thermal baths at Abano Terme are also an attraction. Vacation spots are
Jesolo, Cortina d” Ampezzo , Lake Garda . The regional economy,which used to depend
entirely on agriculture, is now highly oriented towards high-tech industry and fashion
(Benetton was a major employer) , together with cultural tourism. Veneto is one of the
two ltalian Regions whose inhabitants are granted the status of popolo (i. e. people )
with Constitutional Law by the Italian Parliament, the other Region being Sardinia.
However only Sardinia has been added the status of “autonomous”.

=Friuli-Venezia Giulia

With an area of 7,844 sq km and 1.22 million inhabitants , Friuli-Venezia Giulia
(Slovene Furlanija-Julijska Krajina) is an autonomous region of north-eastern Italy,
bordering on the region of Veneto, the republics of Austria and Slovenia and the
Adriatic Sea. The principal cities are Trieste, Slovene Trst( pop. 210,000 ) and Udine
(96,678). It has four Provinces : Gorizia , Pordenone , Trieste , Udine. ‘

Bordering Austria and Slovenia, Friuli Venezia Giulia is at the crossing center of
the Latin, German and Slavic cultures. In the North there are the Alps, while the
territory along the coasts is mostly plain. Between Trieste and the Alps there is a wide,
Karst plateau,the Carso, an important battlefield in WWI, where innumerable Italian
and Austrian soldiers lost their lives. The economy is largely based on agriculture , the

main crops being maize, sugar-beet, wheat, soy beans, and on the production of
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