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PREFACE

Custom culture is one of the vital parts of national culture, which has accompanied people's life from

remote antiquity to the present time. And Fujian custom culture is the results of combination culture of
ancient Central Plains and Fujian Ye Nationality. Besides coming down in one continuous line with China tra-
ditional local customs, Fujian custom culture has its special characteristic. Therefore, in recent years,
Fujian has come first in the items and numbers of the state intangible culture heritage list promulgated in
two batches by the State Council.

Custom culture bears the weight of abundant historical and cultural information. Our ancestors have left
us lots of rare home land culture, which has become gradually the custom culture in a long time. Exploring
and sorting out the custom culture is of vital significance to bear national cultural heritage, carry forward
excellent traditional culture and promote social development and progress.

In the thirties anniversary of the reform and opening-up, Fujian Archives and Fujian Folk Custom Photogra-
phers Association held the "Photo Show of West Strait Custom Culture". We chose 126 pieces (sets) photos
from the collection of Fujian Archives to compile the picture album "IMPRESSION OF FUJIAN CUSTOM CULTURE".

There are five parts in the album:Local customs and traditional festivals; Music,drama,dance and acrobat-
ics; Dressing art;Traditional craftworks and appliances; And traditional architecture. You will surely be
attracted by the album because each work here contains not only Fujian local custom connotation but also the
impressing vision art.

Fujian Archies
March,2009
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LOCAL CUSTOMS AND TRADITIONAL FESTIVALS

Fujian original custom culture is in varied colorful splendour. Some examples are as
follows: "Setting Fire on His Highness (God of Protection) Boat" at the seashore of South-
ern Fujian, "Meeting the God of Snake" at the riverside of Northern Fujian, "Banquet of
Hundreds of Wine Kettles" in the mountainous area of Western Fujian, "The She's Singing
Musical Dialogues" at the wedding ceremony of Eastern Fujian, "Celebrating the Lantern
Festival" at the 15th day of the first lunar month, "Dragon Parade" and "Ancient Official
Parade" in Western Fujian's Liancheng, "King of Dragon Parade" at the Dragon Boat Festi-
val on 5th day of the 5th lunar month, and "Moon Cake Gambling" at the Min-Autumn Festi-
val on the 15th day of the eighth lunar month.
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