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which is jointly sponsored by the Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences, the Chinese
Academy of Preventive Medicine and the National Foundation for Natural Sciences with
nearly one—year preparation, is now declared open, Please allow me . on behalf of the
organizing committee and the three sponsoring institutions, to extend our heartfelt con-
gratulations to the Symposium and to extend a warm welcome to the leaders, the represen-
tatives of international organizations, experts and scholars from at home and abroad,
and all the participants.

May I take this opportunity to express my deep appreciation to the FAQ, UNDP and
WHO for their kind assistance to the Symposium.

The meeting has gathered nearly a hundred experts from at home and abroad, who
are specialists on the subject’of food and nutrition in various countries, to exchange the
experiences gained by various countries on the development of food production, guidance
on food consumption, food improvement and nutrition status.We believe that the Sympo-
sium will have a positive effect on the rational adjustment of food structure, studies and
explorations of many theories and practice on food and nutrition. The meetion will at the
same time further enhance the friendship and cooperation between scientists from various
countries.

The Symposium will last for four days.The speeches will be delivered on 5~ 6 June by
19 scholars from both at home and abroad.Panel meetings will be held on 7 and in the
morning of 8 June, focused on three subjects: Dietary structure and nutrition; food pro-
duction; food consumption and distribution.The panelchairmen will report to the Sympo-
sium in the afternoon of 8 June about their discussions. The Request for Strengthening the
Guidance on Food and Nutrition in China, which will be put forward by the Symposium
Organizing Committee on the basis of research papers, will be discussed and approved by
the Symposium.The Symposium Organizing Committee will make closing remarks after the
speech by the representatives from international institutions.A press conference was held on
1 June by the SOC, to give a brief to the People’s Daily, Xinghua News Agency, Central
People’s Broadcasting Station, Central TV Station, China Daily and others on the prepa-
ration of the Symposium and questions were also answered.

Ladies and gentlemen, you will have a chance in the process of the Symposium to see
for yourself the creative practice of China on its progress of reform and initiatives of the
farmers, and you are welcome to contribute your valuable comments.

May 1 once again extend a welcome to all participants and propose a toast to the
health of the friends present and wish the Symposium a complete success.

Translated by Bao Yongdong
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The Speech by Mr.He Kang, Minister of
Ministry of Agriculture, PRC

It is my gfeat pleasure to have this opportunity of joining an international
gathering. May I avail myself of this opportunity to express my appreciation to the experts
and scholars on food and nutrition from at home and abroad, for their attention and sup-
port to the Chinese strategy and policy on food restructuring , and warm congratulations
on the opening of this international Symposium.

The development of food production, the guidance on food consumption and the im-
provement of food structure and the nutrition status of the people in urban and rural areas
are vital issues confronted by all countries, particularly by the developing countries. The
achievements of scholars, which will be shared in the Symposium, would be very useful
and beneficial for the developing countries, and China in particular, for its food
restructuring.

As you may be aware, China is a large country with enormous population, limited
arable land, and with an increasing pressure on population and food. In the process of for-
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ty.year development of new China, particuilarly in the last ten years of the rectification
and development, China’s agricultural production has attained tremendous achievements.
With the problem of basic needs for food and clothes solved,- the Chinese population not
only has benefited from a remarkable improvement of nutritional status, but also laid the
foundaiton for the adjustment of food structure for China and for the progress of living
standard towards the well—off level. However, we should be aware that the food develop-
ment in China is also facing a serious situation and further adjustment of food structure,
the development of food production and the guidance of food consumption will remain, as
always, a problem of overall and primary importance in the economic life of our
country.In 1988, The Chinese government had set its strategy for food structure.It is nec-
essary to identify the goal of the selection and adjustment of the model for food structure in
China and to finalize the approaches and the development policies for food development,
in order to achieve a rational adjustment of food structure.Many issues of theory and prac-
tice remain for further studies and explorations. I am happy to see that many
achievements, brought by various scholars, will be fully discussed in the Symposium and
lessons drawn from these by the participants.

May I wish the Symposium a complete success.May I wish my friends from abroad to
this Symposium a pleasant stay in Bejing, and good health to distinguished guests from at
home and abroad.

Translated by Bao Yongdong
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The Speech by Mr.Chen Minzhang, Minister
of Ministry of Public Health, PRC

The International Symposium on Food, Nutrition and Social Economic Develop-
ment is now declared open.Please allow me, on behalf of the Ministry of Public Health
and my own name, to extend sincere congratulations to the Symposium and a warm wel-
come to all participants from at home and abroad.May I take this opportunity to express
our heartfelt gratitude to the Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences, the Chinese
Academy of Preventive Medicine and the National Foundation for Natural Sciences for the
great efforts they have made in the preparation of this Symposium and to the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations and World Health Organization for their
kind assistance to the Symposium.

Along with the development of our national economy, the people’s living standards
are continuously improving. With the problem of basic need for food and clothes solved,
the demand for better food and more rational nutrition has been brought into focus. The
Symposium will provide a forum to exchange the experiences from various countries on
food and nutrition structure, food production, hygiene development, prospects of future
food and nutrition and improvement of nutritional status. These experiences will surely be
very useful and valuable for China.The Symposium has gathered experts and scholars from
all over the world.Some of them are experiencing their first visit to Beijing, may [ suggest
that you could spend some time looking around to see the food supply and life of the popu-
lace, and leave your valuable comments and suggestions. We expect in future, many
more friends from abroad visiting China to bring in their experiences and share with the
Chinese counterparts.

Finally, may I wish the Symposium a success and all of you a pleasant stay in Beijing.

Translated by Bao Yongdong
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