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Author's Preface

Having published no monograph of the studies on women,
my attainment regarding this subject is out of the question. As to
the theoretical profundity, mine falls for short of the younger
and accomplished theoreticians on the subject, let alone such
doyens as Luo Qiong and Dong Bian.

However, I have been engrossed enthusiastically in developing
the studies on women in China. I have exerted myself and concerned
deeply for it. In the early 80's, I was invited to speak on the studies
on women in quite a few cities, wrote prefaces for several relevant
works and published intermittently articles on the subject. The
Beijing Women's Federation compiled “Ten Years of Theoretical
Study on Chinese Women” (Chinese Women Publishing House,
1992) and pointed out:

“Deng Weizhi of the Shanghai Branch of the Chinese
Encyclopaedia Publishing House took the lead in posing the concept of
studies on women.” He proposed in hjs article “The Problem of
Perfecting and Developing the Studies on Women” (“Women
Work”, 9th Issue, 1984) that it was an extremely urgent need to
establish the studies on women. Having the signboard of studies
on women differs greatly from having not such a signboard. Having
the signboard or form will more or less impel people to consider
and research from the angle or ‘study’; but, people will never
consider the subject or abstantiate it consciously from the angle of
'study’ if there is not such a form. We have the experiences of
women movement since the May 4th Movement, especially the
valuable experiences of doing women work accumulated in the
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struggle.” Some thought that to establish the studies on women
would narrow the study of woman problems which should be
carried on in some separate fields. The Social Press of March 25,
1986 published a signed article ‘China Should Have Studies on
Women’ written by Tong Tong. The author appealed and said: It
is really indiscreet to discuss theoties about women but discard
the name of studies on women ... It tallies with science that we
have the discipline of studies on women, publish books of studies
on women, establish institutes of studies on women, develop
Marxist theories of studies on women and establish socialist studies
on women with Chinese characteristics.”

I draw my enconragement from the above words.

It is known to many that the first half of the above - cited
was written me . Yet few know that the second half,namely, what
stated by Tong Tong, was also written by me. Tong Tong is one
of my pen names. These passages show that I have actually gone
around campaigning for establishing the studies on women in
China. I have been a sheer “Caller” in the circles of studies on
women, and that's why this book is antitled “A Call for Studies on
Women”.

Among the nearly one hundred pieces in this book, part
discuss studies on women in narrow sense, part in broad sense,
such as problems of marriage and family; and still another part
discuss relevant problems by relating to my own family in other
words, I dissect others and myself as well. The book also includes
interviews and tidings written by others they reflect piecemeal
my views on the subject.

The nearly one hundred pieces are different in length some

long and some short, and in elaboration, sorme deep and some
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period of socialist construction. Some of the experiences have
been raised to the level theory, and many remain to be raised and
formulated into a complete scientific system. The discipline of
studies on women is the product and requitement of women
movement. In recent years, these emerged in the country hosts of
theoreticians and women affairs workers engaged in perfecting
and developing the studies on women. The All- China Women's
Federation will hold seminars consecutively. A research institute
will be founded in Shanghai. the tide of establishing the discipline is
coming.

“The introduction of the concept of women aroused
great repercussions in society. In her signed article ‘Pay Attention to
the Theoretical Study of Women Problems’ (Economic Daily,
March 8, 1986), Comrade Luo Qiong disagreed with some statements
appeared after the spread of ‘studies on women’ into China. She
said: ‘There is now an opinion that the studies on women originated
from the American feminine lecture movement in the 60's and
spread into Japan in the 70's. That is untrue.” * The research work
concerning the bourgeois feminist movement originated in the
middle and late 18 century and had its rise and fall in conflicts
and racial riots, there occurred in the U.S. on upsurge of the
movement for equal rights of men and women, which was
deemed the second high tide of feminism. It was the American
middle class’ movement for equality of men and women, belonging
to the category of bourgeois feminist movement ... The useful
part of the women movement in capitalist countries should be
taken as reference. but our women liberation theories differ from
the so-called studies on women of the U.S. and Japan in the 60's

in their ideological systems. service objects and objectives of
Vi



superficial. There are repetitions of sentences and inconsistent
wordings. But, I think, they are all past records, under as circumstances
will human thoughts be frozen. So I incorporate all these divarse
articles to dedicate to the Fourth World Women's Congress in
Beijing. [ owe the publication of this book in Macau to Mr. Wu
Zhiliang of the Macau Foundation, and express my grateful
acknowledgement of his kind help.

Sept. 6, 1994
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«A Call For Studies On Women»

Synopsis
The author was the first to advocate the establishment of
studies on woman. In order to highlight developing such studies, he
debated and argued with others on many occasions. This anthology
assembles his arguments on the subject and his discussions on
women psychology, ethics, physiology, law, history, aesthetics,
education and studies on family, more than ninety pieces in total .

They are full of originality, wit and humor.

Brief Biographic Note

Deng Weizhi was born in xiao County, Amhui Province,
China 1938. and graduated from the Shanghai Financial and
Economic College in 1960. He is now a research fellow at the
Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences. He had taught Family
Sociology at the Branch School of Fudan University since 1981,
and was the first to open the course of Family Sociology
in universities of China after 1949. He published “Family
Problems of Sorts” in 1983 which was the first monograph of
studies on family after the “cultural revolution”. More than ten
books of his appeered in the suceeding years, including “On
Various Aspects of Family”, “Evolution of Chinese Family” and
“The Tomorrow of Family”. He was reputed “man in ideological

circles” by journals at home and abroad.
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«Cris pour l'étude des fémmes»

Introduction

['auteur est I'initiateur de l'étude des femmes en
Chine.Pour la création d'une nouvelle science dans cedomaine. il
s'est plusieurs fois engagé en polemique. Nous recueillons ici ses
écrits polémiques, et en outre, plus de quatre-vingt-dix essais de
sujet tres varié: la psychologie et la physiologie féminines, la
morale, le drott, I'histoire, I'estétique, la pédagogie, la famille etc.
L'auteur nous fait part de ses idées originales avec un style

captivant.

Présentation de l'auteur

Né en 1938 au District de Xiao. la Province de Anhui,
Deng Weizhi finit en 1960. ses études superieures a I'Institut des
Finances et de I'Economie de Shanghai. Il est maintenant
chercheur a I'Académie des sciences sociales de Shanghai. A
partir de 1981, il donne des cours de sociologie familiale a la Section
sociologique de 1'Université de Fudan, et ce sont les premiers
cours universitaires sur cette matiére depuis la fondation de la
Nouvelle Chine. «Les problemes familiaux», publié en 1983, est
le premier pas de la recherche sur la famille depuis la Grande
Révoiution Culturelle. La publication d'une dizaine de livres, tels
que «La famille de tous points de vue », «L'évolution des familles
chinoises» . «La famille de demain». rend l'auteur bien connu

dans le monde.
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