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Preface

The development of Women is a significant problem that is wide-
ly concerned by people all over the world. The rise of women’ s sta-
tus is an important mark of social progress and civilization. The UN
Committee of Women’ s Status was especially founded by the United
Nation and since 1975, World Conference on Women has been held
for three times successively. The Fourth Conference on Women will
be held in Beijing next year. The principal subject of various meet-
ings was to strive for equality, progress and peace.

The Chinese Communist Party and the People’ s Republic of Chi-
na have always paid much attention to women’ s liberation and devel-
opment, the rise of women’ s status and the protection of women’

s rights and interests. When it came into being,‘ the Communist Par-
ty took women’ s liberation and equality between the sexes as one of
the targets of its struggles. The first Constitution of the People’ s Re-
public. of China stipulated in explicit terms ; “Women share the equal
right to vote and to be voted with men”, “have the right of employ-
ment”, “have the right of receiving education” and “have the equal
rights with men in political, economic, cultural, social and family
lives. ” The Party and the Government formulated a series of policies
and measures to create favorable social conditions for women to par-

ticipate in labor,receive education, participate in government and so-
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cial affairs and to gain freedom of marriagé, so women' s status has
been improved radically. A great number of Chinese women have be-
come fresh activists in creating material and spiritual civilization and
in building the socialist state with Chinese characteristics. In building
the socialist state with Chinese character istics. In building democrat-

ic, harmonic and modern families with the relation on equal basis,

women have also played an important role.

Now we are speeding up the building of socialist market econo-
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my system and socialist modernization. Under this new circum-
stances, women have not only got unprecedented developing opportu-
nities, but also been confronted with new chailenges. There are
many new problems to be solved eagerly. “ A Study of Women’ s
Status in Contempofary China” undertaken by the Population Re- i
search Institute of the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences is one of
the CPR/90/P06 projects, subsidized by the UNFPA. The members
of the research group have worked for many years, and under the
suppott of experts and departments concerned, they have published a

series of books such as “Facing the 21 st Century Choice — The

Newest Theory Outlined on Issues Concerning Contemporar‘y Chinese
Women”, “Sampling Survey Data of Women’ s Status in Contempo-
rary China”, and “Women’ s Status in Contemporary China”. Now

“ Women' s Domestic Status in Contemporary China” will be pub-
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lished and in this book, the domestic status of contemporary chinese
women is analysed more comprehensively. I believe that this book
will play an important role in raisin% women’ s status and protecting
women’ s rights and interests. .
As mentioned in this book, due to the obstacles of traditional
4




customs and the level of social development in China Women' s status
is still lower than that of men, the rural women’ s status is lower
than that of urban women, in order to realize the real equality be-
tween men and women and bring the initiative of the women into full
play, it goes without question that we still have along way to go. So
we all, men and women, have to do our best to contribute our shares

with sustained efforts.

Peng peiyun
July 23,1994
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Forward SR

“The studies on Womer’ s Status in (foﬁtemporary China”under-
taken by the Populaiion: Research Institute of the Chinese Academy of
Social Sciences is one of thé CPR/90/P06 projects subsidjz;ed by the
UNFPA. It is a key itein of the Chinese Academy of Social Scie;lces
and also a supject of joint .analysis with the Population Program of
East—West Center,USA.

The studies of the status of coﬁtemporary Chinese women has a
profound national and international background. Since the 1940§, in
some socialist countries and a great number of independent countries,
women'’ s liberation movemer;ts have developed profoundly. Since the
1960s new feminist movements have engulfed the western world,
and demographers began to pay mote attention to studying the rela-
tions between women’ s status and population transition. The First
World Conference on Women held by U. N. in Mexico City in 1975
adopted the “Declaration on the/Equal Status of Women and Their
Contribution to Development and Peace” and the “World Program of
Action”; the Second World Conference on Women in Copenhagen in
1980 l;eld a signing ceremony to the Convention on Elimination of
All Forms of Discrimination Against Women; and Third World Con-
ference on Women was held in Nairobi in 1985 and adopted the
Nairobi Forward —looking Strategy to Enhance the Status of Women
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by 2000. In 1995, the Fourth World Conference on Women will be
held in Beijing,the principal subject of this meeting is still to strive
for equality , development:and peace. It is so clear that to fight for e-
quality between men and women and to raise women’ s status are
long strategic tasks for world women movement.

As to China, the Communist Party has since its birth taken the
realization of equality between men and women as one of the objec-
'tives of its struggle, and led women liberation movements in various
revolutionary periods. The foundings of the People’ s Republic of Chi-
na marks the begmnmg of a new hlstorrcal perxod of Chinese Women
movement. Chmese Government has always been thmkmg highly of
women’ s liberation and development, and made great efforts to the
raising of w.omen’ s status, and brought them into full play in tevolu-
tion and construetion . In China, literate female population hés in-
creased greatly ; the employment rate of Chinese women is one of the
highest in the world; many women carders are selected to the leading
posts, they play an important part in our socialist construction as
well as in creating modern families. Therefore in society , women en-
joy >political ,economical, cultural and legal rights, and in their own
families they enjoy the right of making decisions together with other
family members in various important family affairs.

For a long time, the research on womnien issues in China has in-
clined to the aspects of marriage, family and women’ s liberation,
but lacked in special research on women’s status. During the period
of reform and opening to the outside world and in the construction of
modernization especially in the development of market economy,

women are going to have favorable conditions and various opportuni-
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ties to give full play to their professional knowledge or skills. But on
the other haﬂd, facing free competition and economic benefit, they
are also confronted with new challenges and discriminations ; difficult
to be educated, difficult to be employed and to be raised to higher
posts. Under the circumstances of both opportunities and challenges,
how to realize women’ s status, there are quite different opinions and
countermeasures. So we have to ma}ke a thorough investigation, to
study the existing circumstances of women’ s status and to seek out a
new point of view and a favorable way of raising women’ s status
practically ,so as to bring them into full play in the construction of so-
cialist modernization. This is just the urgent and significant research
subject of demographic and sociological fields.

In Chi.na, female population accounts for half of the whole popu-
lation. Women'’ s status is an important mark of social progress and
civilization. Therefote the studies on women’ s status in contempo-
rary China have an important meaning both theoretically and practi-
cally. In the past, an obvious viewpoint in the studies on women’ s
status is that women' s right and position either in family or in society
is decided by their personal possessions \which is often measured sup-
posedly by their conditions of education, employment and income.
But in practical life, to measure women’ s status merely with these
factors is far from enough. So we have to enlarge this research field
and to seek a more comprehensive measurement of women’'s position
fully accord-with the existing circumstances of our country. And we
make analysis with gender stratification and modern analyzing
method macroscopically and microscopically , not only according to di-
rect or indicators but also the gen der norm to deepen the research of
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women'’ s status both theoretically and practically.

In order to complete the study well, we have finished both the
theoretical and material preparations. Since 1989, various training
ptograms on women’ ¢ development, women’ s status and data analy-
sis have been conducted successively. Based on the reference materi-
alé both at home and abroad, we wrote and published “Facing the 21
st Century’ s Choice-The Newest Theory outlined on Women’ s Status
in Contemporary China”, We allied ourselves with departments con-
cerned of 10 provinces and municipalities, and made together the
sampling Survey of “ Women' s Status in Contemporary China”.
With the survey data of 6 provinces, municipalities and autonomous
regions including Shanghai, Guangdong, Shandong, Jilin, Shanxi
and Ningxia,we compiled and published “ Sampling Survey Data of
Women'’ s Status in Contemporary China” (Chinese and English ver-
sion ). We also published “ Women’ § Status in Contemporary
China” , which is paper collection form the “ International Seminar
on Women'’ s Status in Contemporary China”. On the basis of all the-
se, by using some of statistical data we compiled and published the
monograph entitled “ Women’ s Domestic Status in Contemporary
China” ,trying tb show objectively the general level of women' s sta-
tus in contemporary China.

From the macroscopic and microscopic point of view, women’s
status can be divided into social status and domestic status. In China,
most studies pay much more attention to the women’ s social status
and have achieved great restults. But on the other hand, studies on
women’ s domestic status are just in its beginning stage, how the Chi-
nese women access to and control over resources such as income, fer-
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tility , time, as well as important say on domestic affairs are very ur-
gent priori’ ty areas for research. The study on Women’ s domestic

status not only relates the social progress and development, but also

reflects the actual status of women, it also contributes to bridging the

gap of positive studies on women’ s domestic statis in China. The vol-
ume of “ Women’ s Domestic Status in Contemporary China” con-
tains 9 sections. The 1st section introduces the objectives of research

of this volume, theoretical framework and supposition, indicator sys-
tem on evaluating women’ s domestic status, methodological issues

and background of the research. In sections2—7, the following prob-
lems are discussed separably ; women’ s marital autonomy, fertility de-
cision, right on income conttol , expense decisions on the children fu-
ture, self-decision and division of labor in the household between hus-
band and wife as well as attitudes on women. Section 8 gives a com-
prehensive comparative study on women’ s domestic status and the

causal analysis . In the last section, it shows the future trends of the

women’ s domestic status in China and sets forth proposals for policy

assessment and research.

This monograph is a research result of combination of theory
with practice. We hope it will bridge the gap in women’ s researches
and show something new in the theoretical scope and will be helpful
to the women’ s affair. And we would be very glad if it will give
more motive force to the further raising of women’ s position. We al-
so expect more and more books on Chinese women’ s status will come
out so as to promote the research of women’ s issues in a deep—going
way.

As it is limited by the level of the writers and materials pos-
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