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Abstract

The author, on the basis of a through textual analysis
of the literature of the Guan School, employs the principle
and method of the unity of history and logic, The focus of
the study is to present a critical inquiry into the formation,
development and completion of the Guan School in Song-Ming
Confucian thought, The main purpose is to investigate the
basic content and the dialectic logic of the philosophy of
Zhang Zai, the leader of the Guan School, for the sake of
grasping the salient features of this particular school and
the common tendencies of Song-Ming Confucian thought in
general,

The book is divided into three parts, The prolegomenon
sets forth the intellectual origins and the cultural and his-
torical background of the thought of the Guan School, The
main part of the book, according to the logical sepuence of
Zhang Zai’s philosophy, demonstrates the following proposi-
tions: (1) the basic motif of the Guan School in Zhang Zai
is thesis of “the unity of human nature and the way of Hea-
ven,” (2) Zhang ZaVs quest for the ideal of the Great

Harmony and for the free and easy personality as a result
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of “re-experiencing” the delight in life that Confucius and
Yan Yuan had enjoyed, (3) Zhang Zai’s construction of his
categorical system, namely the philosophical logic of “vital
force—the Way—human nature——mind-and-heart—sincerity,”
by the dual structural principles of “the unity of man and
Heaven” and “the inseparability of substance and function.”

The appendix discusses the emergence and rapid devel-
opment of the this-worldly Taoist, sect, the Domplete Truth,
with emphasis on “the Way, its power, nature and destiny,”
in the north in a period when the Northern Song was ruined
by the Jurchens and the Guan School, for a hundred years,
was not able to continue the transmission of its learning,
From this angle, the book delineates the inevitable tendency
of “Three Teachings in One” of the Song-Yuan intellectual
developments, The author Will study in detail the further
growth of the Guan School in a seqael to this book.
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