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2 WOMEN IN LOVE %

CHAPTER 1
Sisters

URSULA AND GUDRUN Brangwen sat one morning in
the window-bay of their father’s house in Beldover, working
and talking. Ursula was stitching © a piece of bright-
ly-coloured embroidery, and Gudrur was drawing upon a
board which she held on her knee. They were mostly silent,
talking as their thoughts strayed through their minds.

There was a long pause, whilst Ursula stitched and Gudrun
went on with her sketch. The sisters were women, Ursula
twenty-six, and Gudrun twenty-five. But both had the remote,
virgin look of modern girls, sisters of Artemis rather than of
Hebe. Gudrun was very beautiful, passive, soft-skinned,
soft-limbed. She wore a dress of dark-blue silky stuff, with
ruches of blue and green linen lace in the neck and sleeves;
and she had emerald-green stockings. Her look of confidence
and diffidence contrasted with Ursula’s sensitive expectancy.
The provincial people, intimidated by Gudrun’s perfect
sang-froid @ and exclusive bareness of manner, said of her:
‘She is a smart woman. = She had just come back from Lon-
don, where she had spent several years, working at an
art-school, as a student, and living a studio life.

‘I was hoping now for a man to come along, " Gudrun

said, suddenly catching her underlip between her teeth, and
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4 WOMEN IN LOVE %

making a strange grimace, half sly smiling, half anguish.
Ursula was afraid.

‘So you have come home, expecting him here? she
laughed.

‘Oh my dear, ' cried Gudrun, strident, ‘I wouldn’t go out
of my way to look for him. But if there did happen to come
along a highly attractive individual of sufficient means —
well - ” she tailed off ® ironically. Then she looked search-
ingly at Ursula, as if to probe her. ‘Don’t you find yourself
getting bored?’ she asked of her sister. ‘Don't you find, that
things fail to materialise? Nothing materialises! Everything
withers ? in the bud.

‘What withers in the bud?’ asked Ursula.

‘Oh, everything — oneself — things in general. * There was
a pause, whilst each sister vaguely considered her fate.

‘It does frighten one, ~ said Ursula, and again there was a
pause. ‘But do you hope to get anywhere by just marrying?’

‘It seems to be the inevitable ® next step, * said Gudrun.
Ursula pondered this, with a little bitterness. She was a class
mistress herself, in Willey Green Grammar School, as she
had been for some years.

‘Iknow, ’ she said, ‘it seems like that when one thinks in
the abstract. But really imagine it: imagine any man one
knows, imagine him coming home to one every evening, and
saying “Hello, ” and giving one a kiss - ’

There was a blank pause.
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6 WOMEN IN LOVE %

‘Yes, ’ said Gudrun, in a narrowed voice. ‘It’s just im-
possible. The man makes it impossible. ’

“Of course there’s children -’ said Ursula doubtfully..

Gudrun’s face hardened.

‘Do you really want children, Ursula?’ she asked coldly.
A dazzled ©, baffled look came on Ursula’s face.

*One feels it is still beyond one, ~ she said.

‘Do you feel like that?’ asked Gudrun. ‘I get no feeling
whatever from the thought of bearing children. ’

Gudrun looked at Ursula with a masklike, expressionless
face. Ursula knitted her brows.

‘Perhaps it isn’t genuine, ~ she faltered.  ‘Perhaps one
doesn’t really want them, in one’s soul — only superficially. '
A hardness came over Gudran’s facé. She did not want to be
too definite.

‘When one thinks of other people’s children — ’ said Ur-
sula.

Again Gudrun looked at her sister, almost hostile.

‘Exactly, " she said, to close the conversation.

The two sisters worked on in silence, Ursula having always
that strange brightness of an essential flame that is caught,
meshed, contravened. She lived a good deal by herself, to
herself, working, passing on from day to day, and always
thinking, trying to lay hold on life, to grasp it in her own
understanding. Her active living was suspended, but under-

neath, in the darkness, something was coming to pass. If
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g WOMEN IN LOVE %

only she could break through the last integuments! She
seemed to try and put her hands out, like an infant in the
womb, and she could not, not yet. Still she had a strange

prescience, an intimation of something yet to come.

‘Why did you come home, Prune ®?’ she asked.
Gudrun knew she was being admired. She sat back from
her drawing and looked at Ursula, from under her fine-

ly-curved lashes.
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10 WOMEN IN LOVE %

CHAPTER I
Shortlands

THE BRANGWENS went home to Beldover, the wed-
ding-party gathered at Shortlands, the Criches home. It was
a long, low old house, a sort of manor ® farm, that spread
along the top of a slope just beyond the narrow little lake of
Willey Water. Shortlands looked across a sloping meadow
that might be a park, because of the large, solitary trees that
stood here and there, across the water of the narrow lake, at
the wooded hill that successfully hid the colliery valley be-
yond, but did not quite hide the rising smoke. Nevertheless,
the scene was rural and picturesque, very peaceful, and the
house had a charm of its own.

It was crowded now with the family and the wedding
guests. The father, who was not well, withdrew to rest.
Gerald was host. He stood in the homely entrance hall,
friendly and easy, attending to the men. He seemed to take
pleasure in his social functiens, he smiled, and was abun-

dant in hospitality 2 .

‘No man, ' said Birkin, ‘cuts another man’s throat unless
he wants to cut it, and unless the other man wants it cutting.
This is a complete truth. It takes two people to make a

murder: a murderer and a murderee. And a murderee is a
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1 WOMEN IN LOVE E
man who is murderable. And a man who is murderable is a
man who in a profound if hidden lust desires to be mur-
dered. ’

‘Sometimes you talk pure nonsense, said Gerald to
Birkin. ‘As a matter of fact, none of us wants our throat cut,
and most other people would like to cut it for us — some time
or other -’

‘It’s a nasty view of things, Gerald, * said Birkin, ‘and no
wonder you are afraid of yourself and your own unhappi-

Y

ness.
‘How am [ afraid of myself?’ said Gerald; ‘and I don't
think I am unhappy. ’

‘You seem to have a lurking desire to have your gizzard @
slit, and imagine every man has his knife up his sleeve for
you, > Birkin said.

‘How do you make that out?’ said Gerald.

‘From you, ~ said Birkin,

There was a pause of strange enmity between the two men,
that was very near to love. It was always the same between
them; always their talk brought them into a deadly nearness
of contact, a strange, perilous-intimacy ® which was either

hate or love, or both.
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