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No. 58.

Viscount Palmerston to Captain Elliot.

(No. 9.)
Sir, Foreign Office, May 14, 1841.

WI1TH reference to the Proclamation which has appeared in the
newspapers of this country, issued by you to Her Majesty’s subjects in
Chinz, in which you declare the island of Hong-Kong to be annexed for
ever to the Britizh dominions, I have to observe to you that no part of the
territory belonging to one Sovereign can be ceded and made over to
another Sovereign, except by a formal Treaty, ratified by the Sovereign
by whom the cession s made; and that no subject has the power to
a%cnabe any portion of the territory of his Sovereign. Consequently, the
agreement made by Ke-shen that Hong-Kong should be ceded to the
British Crown, even if that agreement had been recorded in the formai
shape of a Treaty, would have been of no value or force until it had been
ratified by the Emperor of China. Your Proclamation was therefore
entirely premature, tnasmuch as it does not even appear that any formal
Treaty for the cession of Hong-Kong had been signed between you and
Ke-shen; and, at all events, it is certain that at the time when you issued
vour Proclamation, no such Treaty, even if signed by Ke-shen, had been
ratified by the Emperor.

Iam, &

C.,
(Signed) PALMERSTON.
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