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Islam

Mohammed pBUH® and
the beginning of Islam® .

Mohammed PBUH ‘was born in 570AD, in Holy Makkah®,
in southern ‘Arabia. Holy Makkah was ‘a rich city, busy
with trade.- Roads which joined. the east and west ran
through it. ‘Fine things arrived from all over the world and
were bolight ‘and sold in its markets. .They were. carried by
caravans® of camels. - . - AR S

‘Mohammed’s PBUH family were -poor and he was. left
without father or mother when he was veéry young.- Then he
was sent out of the city to the desert where he:lived with 2
desert tribe® and looked after sheep and goats. Mohammed
PBUH loved the desert with its long, hot days and peaceful
nights. He watched the stars in the beautiful night sky and
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liked to be quiet and still. But he was good at his work too.
He learned not only about animals but also about the ways
of trade. As he grew up people thought well of® him. He
was called ‘the Trustworthy’® because they could trust him
to be honest and fair. | '

As a young man Mohammed PBUH worked for a rich
woman whose husband had died. She lived in Holy Makkah
and he looked after her caravans, sometimes travelling long
distances with them. Her name was Khadija. When he was
twenty-five he married Khadija, who was fifteen years older
than him. They were very. happily married. In spite of the
usual customs of the people, Mohammed PBUH had nq other
wives until after Khadija had died. ‘

After he was married, Mohammed PBUH lived in Holy
Makkah with Khadija. He looked after her business, send-
ing the caravans on their long journeys. But riow he did not
have to work so hard. He had more time to himself. He was
interested in religion and he was.not satisfied with the ideas
of the people of Makkah who;like most people in Arabia at
that time, believed in many gods and thought gods lived in
trees. and stones and ‘water. He often returned to the peace
of the desert or climbed the sides of lonely mountains to
wonder about.life and death. S S .

. Then came the night which changed his life and the
lives of millions of people after him. Mohammed PBUH was
forty years.old.:He went up to a mountain called Hira’a® to
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watch the stars and think. While he was thinking, the angel
Gabriel® appeared to him. ‘Read’, he said. ‘I cannot
read,” said Mohammed PBUH. Three times the angel re-
peated the order, telling him to . ‘Réad in the name of® the
God, who has made man.’ Read; for your God is the most
kind. It is he who has taught man to use the pen; He has
taught man what he did not know.’

It seemed to Mohammed PBUH as if the angel had told
him everything'in the book, word by word. It was terrible.
He rarn down the mountain, filled with fear. .

~When Mohammed PBUH told Khadija what had' hap-
pened she tried to calmhis fears and give him help and
strength. She believed in him and his call to be God’s mes-
senger@-.‘ BOS :

" At first Mohammed PBUH taught God’ words secretly
to his family and a few friends: But the smail group which
prayed so often was noticed by the people of Makkah. They
laughed at. Mohammed PBUH and his followers and they did
not like them. Then Mohammed PBUH was ordered by God
to teach openly. This made the people of Makkah angry. He
taught things which were against their old 'beliefs and a:
gainst their business interests.. He taught that there was on-
ly one, true God and that after:death there was another life
with God ; hé taught that to give to the poor was better than
getting rich and that people must be honest with each other.

The people of Makkah were really afraid that Mo-
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hammed: PRUH would become powerful, -although most of
the people who first believed his teaching were poor and un-
important. The rich townspeople made life very difficult for
these first Muslims. Mohammed PBUH was protected by®
his own tribe, although they did not believe his. teaching.
However, things became so difficult that some of the Mus-
lims with no one to protect them had to run away. They
went to Ethiopia. The Christians there also believed in one
trije’ God, Both Christians and Muslitns -believed in the
teaching of the prophets® mentioned. in the . Bible, like
Moses® and Abraham., The Muslims: were safe in Ethiopia.

The yeaf 622 was a sad one for-Mohammed PBUH but it
was the yeafr of the real beginning of the Muslim age.
Mohammed’s PBUH great helper, his wife Khadija; died;
and his uncle, his protector and the head of his tribe, died
also. It became dangerous for Mohammed: PBUH to stay in
Holy Makkah. He and his followers went north to Medi-
na®. .They had to leave their belongings® behind, hide in
rocky places and travel by strange roads, but when they ar-
rived in Medina they: were welcomed by many people. Mo-
hammed PBUH was listened-to as a prophet of God and also
as a wise man in the problems of everyday life.

- Now Mohammed PBUH-was safe but his aim was to
bring his own tribe. and the people of Holy Makkah to be-
lieve in Islam. And he had another aim. In Holy Makkah
there was a holy place built by the prophet Abraham, called
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the Ka’bah®.. For a long time this had been used by the peo-
ple of Makkah and other Arabs as a place for. their gods.
Mohammed PBUH wanted to free the Ka’bah so that it could
once more be a holy place for the One God.

Even the people of Medina who did not believe in Islam
felt angry against the people of Makkah. Mohammed PRBUH
and his followers had left all their belongings in a rich city.
Now the Medinaris had to feed and clothe them. Medma was
not a rich city like Holy Makkah.

" Small groups of Muslims began to go out'to fight par-
ties of people of Makkah and take their caravans. Mo-
hammed PBUH himself led three hundred Muslims, seventy
on horses, to flght some of his own tribe. They heard that
the Muslims were commg and sent for help. Nearly a thou-
sand men on horses dicided to fight Mohammed PBUH and
his people and to fmlsh them Both 51des took their posi-
tions and first there was a duel® then a combat with three
people from each side.

Before the fight against the thousand tribesmen, Mo-
hammed PBUH told his men that they were fighting for God.
The Muslims won the fight with very few dead on their
side. The dead, and any Muslims killed in future fighting,
were called martyrs who had ,g.&,venwtheir lives for God.
However, Mohammed PBUH taught that‘this should not be
the most important idea in 2 Muslim’s mind, although it was
a fine thing to die for God. When he was coming back from
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one actionrhe said,- “We returmn from-the less important ji-
had (struggle ). .to fight -thé :more impbrtant jikad
(struggle)’. He meant that the fight against-one’s own bad
character was the most difficult. and serious thing.

i The fighting went on.for a long time and many . Muslims
and, their enemies were killed. Sometimes different. groups
of people from Medings. suchias the Jews®, foughe for the
enemy,and Mphammed :PBUH had to show his, strength to
them too. At last he took the city of Holy Makkah, but
without much fighting. He had made an agreement with the
ruler of Holy Makkah who reahsed koy powerful Mo-
hammed PBUH had become and Mohammed PBUH cleaned.
the Ka’bah of the old gods Kh.adlja had seen the begmmng
of his Call® and now he was the leader of Holy Makkah
Ten years after the Call almost all Arabia was Mushm In
632, after saymg goodbye to hlS followers in Holy Makkah,
Mohammed PBUH returned to Medma and dled there
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Exercises
Fill out the blanks according to the information given in
the passage.

Mohammed PBU‘H wasbornin 1 in 2 “in south-

ern Arabi_a. When he was very young he was left without fa-
ther and mother and sent out of the city to live witha 3
. When he grew up he was called “ 4 ”. At the age of

twenty-five he married: "5  who was a rich widow. The

first time he was taught by the God’s messenger was at a

mountain called 6 . ‘At firsty, not so many people be-

lieved in his teaching. The year of _ 7 was the year of the
real beginning of the Muslim age. But Mohammed PBUH
had to go north to 8 . Ten years after the God
messenger’s call, Mohammed PBUH took the city of Holy
Makkah and he cleaned the Ka’bahof . "9 . In -~ 10 , he
said goodbye to his followers in Holy Makkah and returned
to Medina and died there.




2
Pilgrimage® and the holy cities

According to Muslims, the first man on -earth was a.Mushim
and the prophet Abraham preached® Islam only, which in
turn was changed into Judaism® by the Jews and Christiani-
ty by the Christians, and reestablished by Mohammed
PBUH.: Each' has its holy book , the Holy Qur’an®, Old Tes-
tament and the New Testament. Muslims recognise Jews
and Christians as People of :the Book. - C ‘
¢ Mohammed PBUH -had always hoped that the Jews
would accept him as the leader promised in the Old Testa-
ment: Muslims believe that the teachings of the.Old Testa-
ment led to the coming of Mohammed PBUH; the last and
greatest prophet, as Abraham was the first... When Mo-
hammed PBUH and-his followers first prayed, they followed
the Jewish custom:and turned towards :the Holy- City of
Jerusalem®. But the .Jews would not accept. Mohammed
PBUH as their prophet. The Muslims faced Holy Makkah in-
stead when they prayed. : ¢ .° RN
Although at that time Holy Makkah was still an enemy
city, the Ka’bah was there, the House of ‘God built by
Abraham with the help of his son, Isma’il®. The Ka’bah

was important to the Muslims, not only because of its holi-
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ness® but also because they believed Isma’il to be the first of
the Arab race. His mother, Hagar, had been sent out of
Abraham’ house and left alone by the Ka’bah. She was
frightened and thirsty. She ran among the hills searchmg for
water. Returning to the Ka’bah, she saw a spring called Za-
ma2am suddenly appear. The spring was taken as a sign from
God and made the place more holy. Arabs had come on pil-
grimages, holy journeys, to the place, before the time. of Is-
lam. - ‘ i

Zamzam. is the sacred® spring (or well) of Holy
Makkah, and is also called the well of Ismafil. It is in the
south-east part of the Ka’bah,, opposite the corner where the
Black Stone .is. It is. 47 metres deep and there used to be a
dome® on top.: ’ .

Pilgrims dtink.the waters take it-home:with. them to
_give to.sick'people, and-dip the clothes:they will be buried in
when they die, into. Zamzam.

- The Angel Gabriel .dpened the spring to. save Hagar
who ‘was dying from thirst. Later the,Djurhumis filled in Za-
mzam and.threw their treasure into it, but then the spring
was redisbovered ‘and ‘dugi out by ’Abd:al-Muttalib, an an-
cestor of the Prophet. ’Abd al-Muttalib made the deor of the
Ka’bah. from some of the gold which the Djurhumis had
thrown into Zamzam: " ‘ : -

When Mohammed PBUH took Holy Makkah he broke
all the gods made of stone and wood and closed the city to
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