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Unit One

Texts :

Foreign Students in the United States and Canada

1 There are many nonnative speakers of English at colleges and u-
niversities in the United States and Canada. Nonnatives are usually
foreign students or resident aliens. Foreign students in the United
States are nonresidents with F or J visas®. Resident aliens are im-
migrants -or refugees®. In addition, some U. S. and Canadian citi-
zens are nonnative speakers. They do not speak English as their
first language.

2 California is the state with the most foreign students. Texas and
New York are next. Other states with large numbers of foreign stu-
dents are Massachusetts, Illinois, Michigan, and Pennsylvania.
Stutents from Europe most often attend school in the northeastern
and northwestern states, and students from Asia usually go to
school in the midwestern and western states. Latin Americans most
often study in the South and Southwest, and Africans usually at-
tend school in the Midwest and South. In Canada, many nonnative
speakers study in Quebec and speak French. Some go to school in
the provinces of Ontario, Nova Scotia, British Columbia, and Al-
berta.

3 Engineering is the most popular field of study for visa students.
Many study management and business. Most foreign students ma-
jor in practical subjects.

4 Many visa students in the United States come from the Middle

S

visa; an official mark put onto a passport giving a foreigner permission to enter, pass
through, or leave a particular country,

@ refugee: a person who has been driven from his/her country for political reasons or
during a war.



East and Asia, and many are from oil countries. Iran, Taiwan,
Nigeria’’, Japan, Hong Kong, Venezuela® . Saudi Arabia®, India,
and Thailand send large num' < of students to the United
States. Foreign students in Can.  Jiten come from Hong Kong,
Malaysia®, and the United King fom?.

§ We do not have all the facts about visa students, and these stu-
dents are only a small part of the many nonnative speakers at Amer-
ican colleges and universities. But the facts show that nonnatives are
very important in American higher education.

R CRERONGY

. Comprehension Questions
- Choose the one which is not true for each of the following five
questions;

1.

3.

Nonnative speakers of English can be

A. foreign students

B. resident immigrants

C. resident refugees

D/U. S. or Canadian citizens with English as a native lan-

- guage

Facts on foreign students show that many .

A. attend school in the states of Nevada, Kansas, and Mis-
souri

B. from South America study in the southern and south-
western parts of the United States

C. study practical subjects, like engineering and business

\KD.'European students study in the northeastern and north-

¢ western states

Large numbers of foreign students come from
A, oil countries

(B. British Columbia

Nigeria: & H ¥

Venezuela: % N Eidr

Saudi Arabia: ¥4 Hi7 40

Malaysia; 9 3% 7§ ¥

United Kingdom: % £ 18 CELEE K A 51 BGFT AL B 7Rk )
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C. Taiwan, Hong Kong, and Japan
D. the Middle East
4. A. All nonnative speakers of English at American colleges

“" and universities are foreign visa students.

B. The facts in this reading selection are mostly about for-
eign students. They are not about immigrants and
refugees. ' '

C. Many foreign students go to school in Ontario and Que-
bec, Canada.

D. Most visa students study practical subjects.

58 A. Students from Europe are only a small part of all the visa
students.

B. Nonnative speakers at American colleges and universities
are mainly visa students.

E«The article gives us some facts about foreign students .

I). Nonnatives play an important part in American higher e-
~ ducation.

6§ The following are topics for each paragraph. Please choose
the one which matches each paragraph with its topic.

* Home countries of foreign students in the United States

* Kinds of nonnative speakers *

% Major subjects of foreign students

States and parts of the United States and Canada
Conclusion or summary
.5—1—3—2—14 B.4—1—3—2—5
.1—2-3—4—5 D.3—2—5—1—4

MO ok x

. Guessing Meaning from Context .

You do not need to look up the meanings of all new words
in a dictionary. You can guess the meanings of many words
from the context.

Sometimes a sentence gives the meaning of a new vocabu-
lary item. The meaning sometimes follows the verb e.
Examples;

1. Foreign students are nonresidents with F or ] visas.




2. Resident aliens are immigrants or refugees.

Sometimes the meaning of a new item is in another sen-

tence or in another part of a sentence.

Examples

1. Students from Europe most often attend school in the north-
eastern and northwestern states, and students from Asia
usually go to school in the Midwest.

2. Many foreign students study management and business.
Most major in practical subjects.

Now try to guess the meaning for each of the following
words (Sometimes a word may have more than one meaning.
Its meaning depends on the way it is used. ).

1. resident
) <‘y a person who lives in a place, not a visitor
B. living in a place
C. the head of a university or college
(/2. alien
A. a person on a journey
ya person who is a member of a particular country by birth
G« a person who has not become a citizen of the country
where he/she is living
3. attend
Ligoto
B. give one’s attention; listen
C. look after, serve
(/4. major in
A. to be employed
_B. to give (someone) training or lessons in ( a particular
subject, skill, etc.)
C. to study as the chief subject when completing one’s de-
gree '
5. practical
A concerned with practice, rather than with idea
B. effective in actual use; suited to actual conditions
C. clever at doing things and dealing with difficulties



I . Word Formation: nonnative ;nonresident (1)
The following prefixes serve to give a negative meaning to
a word or to reverse and undo an action ;
dis-: disease, a state of being not at ease; illness % ; &
in- . incapable, not capable; not able to TLHESTHY s AEERY
im- ; impersonal, not showing personal feelings % W/
il- : illegal, not legal, against the law JEBHY
ir- ; irreplaceable, too special or unusual to be replaced REE
B
mal-; malcontent, dissatisfied with a (political ) state of a}ffairs
AW ROpL (BFBO #y
mis-; misinform, inform incorrectly; to give wrong informa-
tion to iRik; A--HiIRHER
non- ; nonprofit, not run in order to make a profit JEEF|47;
un- : unarmed, not carrying arms; without weapons & F#7;
R AN
Exercise:
Match the English words with the Chinese equivalents
1. discontinue A FNETEW
2. disfavor (3( B EEFH
3.inattentive 1 C. REEEM
4. indecisive _J B.EEAEH
5. impractical F B ki
6. illogical ¢ . RYIsERR 8
7. irresponsible |_ G AR
8. maltreat | H. HE - &%
9. mismanage T) LAESH
10. nonexistent A LR AR
11. unofficial [ K. Ef
12.undo W L. R HFITHY



The Powerful Influence of Weather

1 Weather has a powerful effect on people. It influences health,
intelligence, and feelings.

2 In August, it is very hot and wet in the sout'ern part of the U-
nited States. Southerners have many heart attacks or other kinds of
health problems during this month. In the Northeast and the Mid-
dle West, it is very hot at some times and very cold at other times.
Many people in these states have heart attacks after the weather
changes in February or March.

3 The weather can influence intelligence. For example, in a 1938
study by scientists, the IQ scores (measures of intelligence) of un-
dergraduate college students were very high during a hurricane, but
after the storm, their scores were 10 percent (%) below average.
Hurricanes can increase intelligence. Very hot weather, on the oth-
er hand, can lower it. Students in the United States often do badly
in exams in the hot months of the year.

4 Weather also had a strong influence on people’s feelings. Winter
may be a bad time for thin people; they usually feel cold during
these months. They might feel depressed during cold weather. In
hot summer weather, on the other hand, fat people may feel un-
happy. At about 65°F, people become stronger.

5 Low air pressure relaxes people. It increases forgetfulness; peo-
ple leave more packages and umbrellas on buses and in steres on
low-pressure days. There is a “perfect weather” for work and
health. People feel best at a temperature of about 64°F with 65 per-
cent humidity‘,

6 Are you feeling sick, sad, tired, forgetful, or very intelligent
today? The weather may be the cause.

1) humidity ; the (amount of} water vapor contained in the air i J& , 3§ 7

6



[ . Comprehension Questions .

1. __may have a bad effect on health.
A. Perfect weather B Weather changes
C. High intelligence D. Forgetfulness

2. Intelligence may increase because of
A storms B. very hot weather
C. low air pressure D. very wet weather.

3. Low air pressure
A. depresses fat people
B. makes people feel stronger
C. causes heart attacks
P relaxes pecple
4. In “perfect” weather of 64° F,
K. people are very forgetful
B-people are in better health
o C. thin people feel cold
D. fat people feel unhappy
5. Choose the one which is_not_true;
A. The weather influences people’s health and feelings.
v B itelligence (IQ) never changes.
C. Some weather influences are temperature, storms, and
air pressure.
D. There is a perfect kind of weather for people’s work and
J(health.
6. The following are topics for each paragraph. Choose the one
which matches each paragraph with its topic.
& The influence of weather on people’s feelings
f* The effect of air pressure on people
2* The effects of heat, cold, and weather changes on
people’s health
* Conclusion or summary
# Introduction—
* The influence .of weather on intelligence
A.5—4—-2—6—1—3 B.2—5—4—6—1—3



C.4—5—2—1—6—3 p‘.'"i——S—Z—'G“l_—S
7.; Choose the main idea of the reading :
A. Low air pressure relaxes people.
(H./ Weather has a strong effect on people.
‘C. After the storm, people’s scores were 10 percent below
average.
D. There is a “perfect weather” for work and health.

. Guessing Meaning from Context

You do not need to look up the meanings of all new words
in a dictionary. You can guess the meanings of many new
words from the context. _‘

Sometimes a sentence gives the meaning of a new vocabu-
lary item. The meaning or an explanation is sometimes in
parentheses( ).

Example: The IQ scores (measures of intelligence) of un-
dergraduate college students were very high during a hurricane.
(What are “IQ scores”? They are “measures of intelligence. ”)

Sometimes the meaning of a new item is in another sen-
tence or in another part of the sentence. Pay attention to the
underlined words which may be clues to the meanings of the i-
talics. _ )

1. Weather has a powerful effect on people. It influences health
and intelligence. , '

2. Southerners have many heart attacks or other kinds of health

_problems during this month.

3. The 1Q scores of undergraduate students were very high dur-
ing a hurricane. On the other-hand, after the storm their
scores were 10 percent below average.

4. Low air pressure relares people. It increases forgetfulness.

5. Thin people might feel depressed during cold weather. Fat
people, on the other hand, may feel unhappy in hot summer
months.

Now try to guess the meanings of the following words:
1. influence

8



A. to divide into 2 or more parts
B. to take or keep a firm hold of
.Ceto have an effect on
2. heart attack
A. strong feeling of admiration or interest
B/ pain in the region of the heart, with irregular beating
C. person or object very much loved
3. hurricane '
~A/ violent windstorm
B. very small rain
C. great respect
4. relax
<X to make less tense or active
B. to become very energetic ¢
C. to be the right size or shape (for)
5. depressed
A.sad, low in spirits
- B.jfull of joy
C. honest

i . Word Formation ;influence (1)

The Latin root flu- or flux- means “to flow. ”

Influence comes from the Latin prefix in- meaning “in” and flu-
meaning “to flow” plus the Latin suffix -ence meaning “the
state or condition of. ” Thus, influence means “a flowing in
of one person’s thought upon others”; hence, (1) the power
to produce effects on others; (2)a person or thing possessing
such power. As a verb,it means “to have an effect on; to af-
fect”,

A word based on influence is influential, which means
“having or using influence”.

Fluency comes from the Latin prefix flu- meaning “to flow”
and the Latin suffix -ency meaning “the state or condition
of. ” Thus, it means “the state or condition of flowing”, or,
more precisely, “smoothness, especially smoothness or readi-

9




ness of speech”.

A word based on fluency is fluent, which means “show-

ing smoothness or effortless ease, especially in speaking or
writing”.

Fluid comes from the root flu- meaning “to flow” and the suffix
-id meaning “having the quality of”. Literally it means “hav-
ing the quality of flowing”. Hence, it means “able to flow”.
As a noun, it means “substance that flows; gas or liquid”.
Influenza comes from the Latin prefix in- meaning “in” and flu-
meaning “flow” plus the suffix -a meaning “disease”. It liter-
ally means “disease that flow into many people at a time”.
Hence, it means “a disease vhich is like a bad cold but more
serious”. '
Exercise
Fill in the blanks with what we’ve just learned.
1. Reading aloud can be used to improve tone, rhythm and

2. His friends were a bad on him.

3. The doctor gave him some medicine for his

4. A teacher has great over his pupils.

5. She speaks though not very correct English.
6. he moon the tides.

7. WVater is a kind of .

friends helped John to get a good job. -

Our Changing Diet

1 What does the typical American or Canadian usually eat? Most
people think that the typical North American diet consists of fast
foods—hamburgers and French fries. It also includes convenience
foods, usually frozen or canned, “junk food” without much food

10



