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21st Gentury College English
Listening and Speaking

Book 1

Unit 1

Part 9 Focal Points

1.:

Work in small groups. Introduce yourself, including the following details.
name age family home town  friends

favorite subjects  interests ambitions

How do you feel about learning English?
difficult easy interesting dull

useful a waste of time

How do you study English? Outside the class-
room how often do you:

read English books or magazines?

use an English dictionary?

watch English films or programs!?

write to someone in English?

speak English with your friends or family?
meet English-speaking people?

practice written or spoken exercises
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1.4

from the textbooks!?
use English for practical purposes?

How do you approach your other studies! When you're in a lecture-style class,
what do you do!? Tick the sentences that describe your usual behavior.

| talk and pass notes to other students.

| think about what the teacher is saying and try to see connections with other
ideas.

| think about other things.

| ask questions to show the teacher I've been paying attention. | write down every-
thing the teacher says.

| use the time to prepare my homework from other classes.

| make short notes on the important things the teacher says.

| don't write anything down because | have a good memory.

| leave as fast as | can at the end of the lecture.

Other:

Which of these approaches to lectures would you suggest to a friend who

wanted to get very good grades?

Part 99 Guided Conversation

Sample Conversations

& gn our daily lives, we often ask for advice and give advice to other
people. Listen to the following conversations, paying special attention
to the colored parts.

A: | give up! | simply can't learn English. | try and try but just don't
make any progress.

B: | know it's hard, but aybe It [ 1/ we spend more time

practicing together.

! \e But what kind of practice can we try?

B: Vel why don't we practice these dialogs together?
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A: You look pale.What's wrong?

B: | feel a bit faint.

A: Toud becrer take a day off and see a doctor:

B: Good iden — but | have to finish this work today.

A I were you ld leave the work for when I'm feeling better.

A: | really need your advice, Larry, | need to arrange my trip to
England and | don't know where to start.

B: 't would be better If you asked Tom for advice. I've never been
to England, and he has. He'll know more about it.

A: Why didn't | think of that?! Thanks, Larry.

. —
2 " Lell the class the expressions you've learned from the conversations.
Then practice the dialogs with a partner.

2.7 Asking for, Giving and Accepting Advice

f-iere are some useful expressions for asking for, giving or accepting
advice.

Asking for Advice

| wonder if you could give me some advice.

I'd be grateful for any ideas/advice/suggestions you could offer.
| (really) need your advice.

| could use your advice.

What should | do?

What do you think | should/ought to do?

What would you do if you were me/in my place/in my shoes?
| don't know what to do/what | should do/what | ought to do.
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| wonder if you've ever thought of/tried v-ing!
Have you tried v-ing?

It might be a good idea to ...

If | were you I'd ...

Maybe it'll help if you ...

Maybe you could/should/ought to ..

| think you should/ought to ...

Maybe /I think you'd better ...

Why don't you .7

That's a good/great idea, thanks!
Good/Great ideal

Why didn't | think of that?!

Yes, that might work/help.

'l try it.

2. Conversation Practice

'Sr“ﬁ:)rk in pairs. Decide who is A and who is B. Make up a short conversa-
tion for each of the following situations, using some of the expressions
from 2.2

I. Ais aforeign student at your university. She/He feels depressed and homesick,
but can't go home until the end of the year. She/He asks B for advice about
how to cheer up and enjoy the city.

2. Ais the best student in class, but doesn't get along with the other students.
They never talk with him/her or invite him/her to do anything. B is A's teacher,
and offers some advice about how to make friends.
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3. Alis a student who never has enough money. She/He's embarrassed to ask her/

his parents for more, so she/he needs B's advice about how to live more
cheaply.

Part 999 Summary and Discussion
3.'  Useful Words, Expressions and Patterns from Text A

“ L he following words and expressions can serve as reference in the
activities in this section. Review them first and then use as many as poss-
ible in your summaries and discussion.

allow no intrusions on  count for assign to
manage stick make the most of
after all cut down on go through

\-_.% have a sense of handle divide... into 1
the whole story class participation  scan

| write up time after time approach
intellectual curiosity after all waste time v-ing

3.7 Summarizing

|, What suggestions does Text A offer for making the most of your study time?
The points below can serve as reference.

concentration learn to read
study anywhere schedule
organize good notes

2. What advice does Text A offer about studying in groups? You can use the points
below as reference.
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the value of working together
discuss homework
try different approaches

explain solutions to one another

3.° Discussion
A L isten carefully to the following text-related conversation and find the
answers to the questions that follow it.

(Tom—T Amanda—#* David—D Marty — )

T: Good morning, this is Tom Stevens — welcome to Shanghai Jiao Tong University
Foreign Student Radio, Our topic tonight is academic achievement; How to
get to the head of the class without really trying. Amanda, Marty and David
are SJTU students, and they're with us tonight to discuss their approaches to
academic success.

Amanda, you're a straight A student, but you also make time for extra-
curricular activities. You're one of the best-known actresses on campus, and
you play tennis too.Tell us your secret, Amanda, how do you manage it?

A" (laughing) Anyone can manage it, Tom! It's just a question of making the most
of your time. Sticking to a study schedule lets me really concentrate on my
homework when | need to, and make time for other things I'm interested in
as well.

T: So organizing your time is the whole story?

“ Well, knowing how to read helps too.

T: Knowing how to readl! Surely every university student knows how to read!
Not necessarily, Tom! | know a lot of students who read as if every word were
essential, and that's almost never true. | save lots of time by scanning the ma-
terial first, to find the parts that are most relevant.

T: Great advice, Amanda! Now Marty, what about you? | hear you were one of
the best students in your high school, but your university grades aren't so good,
What's wrong ?
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M Nothing's wrong, Tom. I'm just enjoying myself. Having fun is important tool

So when they start giving grades for partying -

“ Il be at the top of the class! (General laughter)

Now David — you play football for S/TU, but last semester you got three A's,
| guess you aren't one of those underachieving athletes I've been reading about.

: | used to be, Tom. But then a tutor showed me how | could use the time |

spend exercising to memorize biology terms, or learn Chinese vocabulary
while I'm brushing my teeth. Now that | know | can study anywhere, | perform
a lot better.

That's great news, David — and a great piece of advice for other students who
want to get to the top of the class. Thanks for joining us this evening —

and thank you for listening to SJTU Foreign Student Radio.

2 fqnswer the following questions about the conversation that you've

o N ooy W

&

l.

just heard.

What's the topic of this interview!

What activities does Amanda take part in besides her studies?

What's Amanda’s secret for being an A student’

Does every student know how to read, in Amanda's opinion? Why or why
not?

How was Marty's performance in high school?

What is Marty's attitude towards his university studies?

Who is the football player among them? How is he progressing with his studies?
What's David's study secret!

/L isten to the conversation again and work in pairs.

Imagine you're two students who have just heard Amanda, Marty and David
on the radio. Discuss which of the ideas you heard is the most useful for your
own studies. For example, your conversation might start like this:

A: | wonder if any of those ideas could help me get better grades.
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B: | think Dawid’s idea was really good. I'm going to try it.
A L

Imagine you're Marty and David. David is surprised by Marty's ideas and wants
to find out more.You can start your conversation this way:

David: | don't understand what you said, really. Are you really not at all worried
about your grades?

Marty: Well, | don't want to fail any courses! But | think there's more to life than
studying.

David: But ..

Work in small groups. Discuss the following questions and then appoint
a spokesperson to tell the class about your discussion.

The authors of Text A think making the most of your study time is the whole
secret to being an A student. Do you agree? Why or why not?

Which of the suggestions from Text A do you use-regularly? Which do you
think are worth trying!

What other study secrets do you have! How do they help you?

Part IV Listening and Speaking

4." Understanding a Conversation

dhy

? - .
{) efore you listen to the next conversation, answer these questions
about yourself.

I, What's your major?

2 How did you choose it?

3 If you had to change your major, what major would you choose?
4, What kind of job do you hope to have after you graduate?



