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1
The Story of the Door

Mr Utterson the lawyer did not often smile. His
face was long and thin and sad, and his look never
changed whether he was talking to good men or
bad men. His friends were few, but they loved
him as one of the kindest of men.~ One of his
closest friends was Mr Richard Enfield, who was
also his cousin. The two men were quite unlike
one another and people who saw them used to
wonder what they found to talk about on their
Sunday walks together. They had not much to
say to one another, and they did not smile or
laugh. But each of them truly enjoyed being
with his friend, and each looked forward to his
weekly Sunday walk. — "
One day the two friends went together down
a quiet street in a busy part of London. There
were shops along both sides, looking as if they had
been newly painted, but since it was Sunday there
was no one about. Near the corner of the street
on the left-hand side there was an entry to a
. courtyard, and just beside it a large building that
looked on _to_the street. It showed no window
on that side, nothing but a door and a plain dirty
wall above. The place was very different from
the nearby shops. The door had neither bell
nor knocker. It was scratched and dirty and

2
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needed painting. It looked as if many years
had passed since anyone had cleaned it or even
opened it,

Mr Enfield and the lawyer were on the other
side of the street, but when they came opposite the
entry to the courtyard Mr Enfield lifted h1s stick
and pointed.

“Did you ever notice that door 7 he asked.

“Yes,” said the lawyer.

“I always remember it when I come this
way,’ Mr Enfield went on, “because of a very
strange thing that happened.”

The lawyer looked surprised. “What was.
that 2

“Well, it_was this way,” said Mr Enfield.
“I was coming home - from some place away at the
other end of the town, about three o’clock on a
black winter morning. My way lay through a
part of the town where there was nothing to be
seen but the lights in the streets. Street after
street, and everyone asleep street after street
and all as empty as a church. At last I felt so
lonely and afraid that I began to long for® the

t of?® a-policeman:

““All at once I saw two figures. One was a
small' man who was moving along at a good speed
in front of me. The other was a little gifl of per-
haps eight or ten who was%ung as hard as she
could down a sde street Well, sir, at the cor-

1. long for iR 2. the sight gf'ﬁ B
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“All at once I saw two figurcs. One was a small man who -
was moving along at a good speed in front of me. The other
was a little girl of perhaps eight or ten who was tunning as
hard as she could down a side street... -_—
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ner where the two streets
met, the two of them ran
into one another. Then
something horrible happen-
ed. The man knocked the
girl down, kicked her again
and again, and left her
screaming on the ground.
“I gave a shout, ran

as fast as I could, and laid _

hold of the man. I held
him fast by the collar of his
coat and dragged him back
to the small crowd of people
who had now gathered
round the screaming child.
He was quite quiet and did
not try to run away, but
gave me such an ugly look!
that I felt afraid. The peo-
ple who were in the street
were the little girl’s own
family, and soon a doctor
came along. He looked her
over carefully and told us
that she was not badly
hurt. But there was one
thing everyone in the crowd
thought. We hated the man
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who had lin()c@;g:«:,l~ down the child, the doctor most
cf all. I felt sure by the way he looked at the
man that he would have killed him if he could.
“We told the man that we would make him
pay for this horrible act. He would have no
friends in the whole of London if we told what he
had done. All the time, as we spoke angrily to
him, the women stood around as wild as witches.
But although everyone’s face was full of hate, the
man in the middle was as cool as could be.

‘I do not wish to make trouble;” said he.
‘What do you want me to pay?

“We agreed that he should pay a hundred
pounds to the girl’s family. Tt was clear that he
thought the sum was far too much, but he was so
afraid of us that he had to say that he would pay.
But where was he to get the money at that hour of
the morning? We all followed-him closely, and
to our surprise he led us to this'street and to that
very door-oyer there. He took out a key, went in,
and in a’ shqrt time came out again with ten
pounds in-gold coins and a cheque for the rest.”

" Mr Enfield looked at his friend.

“The name on the cheque, he said slowly,
“that was the greatest surprise. I mean the man
who had signed for the money. - It was the name
of a man well known and well liked in tHis town,
I spoke sharply to' my ptisonér and told him that
a man cannot walk through a dark ddor at four

1. to speak to (sb.) BWE(HKA)
8




T, HREIANE, BUEERIHE, A
FUEE TR D, RIS, BREEEN
W, MSEXRKETRM,
STRATRE A BB, RATE R XA BT A
BRSBTS 5K
%, B BB ANPIRE , R
FRiREHR, HERANER, M ERELHR
RERMRIET, BE, REFSAREBEER
B, BRUHTERE, PREEDTHE,
CRTRWR, k. “GHNERNE ST
SR BB — T A TR AL
RUOHBEAKT, HUGROERTN, FOT
VLA, TR, SRR A, BV L%
BL? RIARFETH M, HPROBBZIN,
RERMEEE AN L RRIR BN,
m—m%&,%ﬁﬁa,mﬁ+Ax,xﬁmx,
£ +HST, BAR—KIR.
BRI R R IR,
“HRENEE, BRI, A K
—, REBPFESEEGA, RBANH—~AE
B BABROANAS, RFFHBIZ
9




o’clock in the morning and come out of it with-
another man’s cheque for nearly a hundred
pounds. Had he stolen it?

“But my prisoner laughed at me. ‘Set your
mind at rest,” he said. ‘I will stay with you until
the bank opens, take the cheque there myself, and
bring you the money.’ '

“So we all set off, the doctor, the child’s
father, ‘the strange evil man and myself, and we
spent the rest of the night in my house. I had
made up my mind that I would not let him out
of my sight. After breakfast we all went together
to the bank., I gave in the cheque myself and
said that I did not think we would get a penny
for it. But I was wrong. The name written on
it was in order and the money paid without
question.” _ .

“A bad story,” said Mr Utterson. He had
been very quiet as his friend told him all that had
happened. ‘

“Yes, it is,”” Mr Enfield answered. ‘‘That
man was really wicked, yet the man who put his
name on the chcqu_cr is the very opposite—well
known for all the good things he does. What
can this evil man have done to him to make him
pay up for that night’s wrong-doing? I do not
know what made him do i it, but I can never forget.
that house with the door.”

“Do you know if the man who signed the
<cheque lives there ?” asked Mr Utterson.

“No, he does not,” said his friend. “He lives.

10
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in a squre somewhere in this part of the town—I
forget wherc ,

“And you never asked anyonc about that

house with the door ?” said the lawyer
" “No, sir! I do not like asking too many
questions. It often leads to trouble.”

“That is very true,” said the other.

“But I have had a good look at the place for
myself,” Mr Enfield went on. “It seems differ-
ent from any other house round here. There is
no other door here, and the only one who ever goes
in and out of that door is the man I have been tell-
ing you about. There are three windows looking
out on the courtyard, -hut they are always shut,
though they are clean. There is a chimney and
smoke comes from it, so someorie must live there.
Yet I am not sure, for the buildings are so close
together on that side of the street that it is hard
to say where one ends and the other begins.” V

The two men walked on again for a while
without saying a word. ‘Then Mr Uttesson
spoke.

- “Enfield, that'¥ a gdod' rule of yours—I mean
—not'to ask too many'questions.”
“Yes, I think it is,” said Enﬁeld

“But for all that,” said the lawyer, “there

.is one thing I must ask you. ‘I want to know the

name of that man whe knocked down the child.”

“Well » said Mr Enfield, “I can’t see what
harm it would do to tell you. It was a man
named -Hyde.,” oo T
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