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1. A Country on Wheels

“It was the beginning of a revolution in America and the
world, a revolution that some have yet to-acknowledge and
many have yet to appreciate,” says Harold Skramstad, presi-
dent of the Henry Ford! Museum in Dearborn, Michigan.
17762 No indeed; 1896, when Frank Duryea® finally perfected
the Duryea Motor Wagon. At its first airing, the contraption®
rolled less than 100 metres before the transmission froze up.
But by the end of 1896 Duryea had sold 13 of them,thus giving
birth to the American motor industry.

That industry is being celebrated hugely over the coming
months, culminating® with a Great American Cruise’-in® in
Detroit in June. “Our goal is to attract the greatest collection of
antique and classic cars this nation has ever seen in one place at
one time,” says Mr Skramstad modestly. ,

Americans may indeed blame the car for almost everything
that has happened to their country,and themselves,since 1896.

The car has determined ;
%The way they live. From cradle’ to grave,the car marks

- every rite of American passage® . Home by car from the
maternity’ ward; first driving licence (usually at the age of
16) ; first car of one’s own and the make of car is a prime de-
terminant of social status ,symbolic of everything a person is or
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does. In Las Vegas'®,and elsewhere , Americans can get married
at drive-in chapels'!. They then buy,or lust after,a house with
garages big enough for not one but two or three cars. This allo-
cates'> more space to cars than to children. And when the time
comes ,they may lie in state'® at a drive-through funeral home,
where you can pay your respects without pulling over!.

% The way they shop. Main Street has been replaced by the
strip mall and the shopping mall”® , concentrating consumer
goods in an auto-friendly'® space. A large part of each shopping
trip must now be spent, bags under chin,searching for the place
where the car was left. (And another point; bags have annoy-
ingly lost their carrying handles since shoppers ceased to be
pedestrian'’. ) Since car-friendly living and shopping became
the rule, most built-up'® parts of America now look like evéry
other part. There is simply no difference between a Burger Inn

in California and one on the outskirts of Boston.
%The way they eat. A significant proportion of Americans’

weekly meals are now consumed inside cars,sometimes while
parked outside the (drive-by) eatery'® concerned, sometimes
en route”,which leads to painful spillages” in laps.

% The legal system. Dozens of laws have been written to
deal with car cases,ranging from traffic disputes to product lia-
bility. Drive-by shootings require a car,as do most getaways®.
The car is a great crime accessory” ; and it also causes the -

deaths of nearly 40,000 Americans every year.
¥ Personal finances. Before the age of the car,few people

went into debt;no need to borrow money to buy a horse. Now
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Americans tie themselves up with extended instalment? loans,
and this in turn has spawned” a whole financial industry.

% The wealth of the nation. By 1908, an estimated 485
different manufacturers were building cars in the United
States. Employment grew nearly 100-fold in the industry dur-
ing the first decade of the 20th century. When Henry Ford,in a
stroke of”® genius,automated his production line he required a
rush of new ,unskilled labour,which he enticed” by offering an
unheard-of § 5 a day in wages. Henceforth ,workers could actu-
ally afford to buy what they built,

And Americans never looked back. Today, the Big Three
car manufacturers (Ford, GM and Chrysler) generate more
than $ 200 billion a year in business inside the United States.
Directly and indirectly, the industry employs roughly one in
seven workers. Every car job is reckoned® to add $ 100,000 in
goods and services to the economy,twice the national average.

People occasionally suppose that the car is under attack as
it enters its second century. Environmental regulators and
transport planners (with their talk of car pools and subways)
tend to give this impression. There are signs that personal com-
puters may be replacing the sports car as the chief passion,and
expense,of young men. But,in the end, nothing beats the idea
of individual mobility. The obvious way to celebrate a centenary

is just to keep driving.
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1. Henry Ford  TH - % (1863~1947), X E N E WE T, 2 H T HE X
ENH,

2. Frank Duryea B2 -HEREZEHEPRERAEX, SHARER
Wk HERRYIFAGEHTH-HIARE.

. contraption n. APHEBR . FRENKEIL

. culminate vi. g bo% ]

cruise  n. - 3. BT

-in WERAEA, RAASHOBETEZD, I cruise-in RRKWFEARK .

. cradle n. BiE

. rite of passage BEAEZAFRBNEXRHG

. maternity n. FHR.EHER

10. Las Vegas RES M, AR ASHRABRET,. UE LS HHEFK.

11. chapel n. hRE

12. allocate wvt. - UH

13. instate  WMEEHERZ L KD

14. pull over EER BB SR

15. mall n. AHARAAKKIBY B L

16. friendly HREXEGH,.RAES -0

17. pedestrian n. L

18. built-up a. BERYEN

19. eatery n. -

20. en route -

21. spillage n. W W

22. getaway n. # M -

23. accessory n. E: 3]

24. instalment n. in L0 o

25. spawn vt. e

26. in a stroke of H---f—%

27. entice vt. 1% 5]

28. reckon vt. it

(Exsk #3)



2. A Family Struggles Just to Get By

Brenda, Amancio, Michelle and Amelia Irizarry are a fami-
ly of four living in the Bronx,and at first glance, their lives
seem to mirror' the middle-class ideal’ .

Brenda heads the parents’ association at the local middle
school. Her husband, Amancio, bustles off’ to work early each
morning. Their younger daughter, Amelia, 13, accents’ her
jeans with Nikes and Timberland boots. Their older daughter,
Michelle, 20,attends college and hopes to become a social work-
er.

But the Irizarrys have no savings. They rent an apart-
ment, because they cannot afford to buy a home. The family
has never taken a vacation trip together,or owned a new car,
They go out to dinner at most once a year.

Sometimes Mrs. Irizarry wonders what would happen if
there were an accident or death,and her family had to survive
on even less.

The Irizarrys live on $ 38, 000 a year, an income that
places them in the financial middle of a city where the gap be-
tween rich and poor is among the widest in the nation. The me-
dian family income in New York, adjusted for inflation, is
$ 41,600,based on 1990 census figures® . But to be in the mid-
dle in New York City,as the Irizarrys’ life attests® , is not nec-
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essarily to have either the security or the comforts so often as-
sociated with being middle class.

Often it is the extraordinarily wealthy and the destitute’
who seem to define® New York City. But the Irizarrys of Bain-
bridge Avenue are more typical, and for them life is neither
glamorous nor miserable. But it does contain a kind of quiet
drama nonetheless, with the modest triumphs and heartbreaks

that define so many families who are on the cusp of hard times

and of making it.’

Mr. and Mrs. Irizarry have enjoyed a measure of!° success.
They are better off than their parents were. But they have been
unable to improve their fortunes beyond a modicum!' of com-
fort they achieved several years ago. In fact, they began slipping
back after Mr. Irizarry was laid off by a company to which he
had devoted much of his life.

Everyone in the Irizarry family works. Mrs. Irizarry, 41,
brings in the most money, as an assistant teacher at a nearby
day care center. Mr. Irizarry,52,holds two jobs,stocking goods
in a school kitchen by day and cleaning classrooms in another
school by night. Michelle spends her evenings doing telephone
surveys for a company in New Rochelle. And even Amelia
sometimes sweeps floors at her middle school to earn pocket
change.

Their household in the northwest Bronx, held together by
the industry of the parents,is buoyed'? by the youthful dreams
of the children. And the only real suspense® for the Irizarrys is

whether their daughters will realize their bittersweet aspira-
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