


BB Ak N i

e e e BT e e et s .,

Conversational English

HME INTHE BRS
wmE itpm E OE

7 AL R O S
Wil B A

4 HopE A



E-BZERSA B (CIP) %2

BECRR O 8 3/ INVTFE, s, —dbR: 4

H#E H R4t, 1998.9
ISBN 7 -5072 ~0932 — 6

[.%

I.0O#- @ M.%iE—- 0iE IV.H319.9

FE A E 518 CIP BB T (98) 523520 5

¥

E Y

AR :
2!
HE:

EP R«
S,
3
Bk
FH:
8/

4B P EE R
AFEEFER 245 MBS 100037
68326644 — 4114 (ABH)
68993927 (& 4TEB)
FLHCHFSCEIRTTENRY
FEBE

850 1168mm 1/32

12

257 FF

1998 4E£ 9 A 1 kR

1998 4£ 9 H 45 1 KEPR

: 1-5000

ISBN 7-5072-0932-6/G+189

: 18.00 ;¢
* 4B PEMES, A PR HIE, S PR AR



WERIT

AR IR AE, RAEZET LN
KEAMAEMEEREN, £2HHE0H
o (—) BL. X—FWHAF 1518
(unit), B4 unit H 54 ¥EB B (directive
topic), X4 /MEH, 3t 60 B, 2
FERELSHEFEMEBEE. () &
EiF, £ I By 3 VU R I o R AR
AR, () %Y. REREXERES
H5, BRLERE, LEEREXFH
%575 (phrase) ¥ 8 F & (idiom) 1L B &K,
WA ARG, EREELARE, U
FEEIHAE, (W) %R, (£) &
BERAELH. fEEMN 60 RiIRX P ik
HH R EE CRAE 457 1, #TER
XU, B LAl ), R E AR & UM
T FERAEF,



Preface

You're studying English for a good reason: to have a common
means of communication with many foreigners who speak English as
their native la.nguagé. You may want to go abroad to study, to attend in-
ternational conferences or business meetings or to be able to talk with for-
eign guests in China about finding good hotels, restaurants or supermar-
kets. Or perhaps you will have no chance of contact with English-spoken
foreigners at all, but you want to make use of the many foreign-language
films, radio and TV programs, tapes, magazines and journals coming in-
to China. Whatever your reason, you need to remember that your pur-
pose is to understand and make yourself understood. You're Chinese
learners, most of whom have such an idea of “losing face” if you make a
mistake. When you hesitate to speak English because of being afraid of
making mistakes or errors you simply will never learn English. This is
the biggest obstacle to language learning. You must overcome it.

The book is designed to enhance the English proficiency of Chinese
students and other learners, while at the same time it introduces them to
some distinctive aspects of the background of Americans. This approach
serves the purpose of helping to adapt them both to the language and en-
vironment.

We have two purposes. First, it provides Present-day American
English-spoken language, so you can learn American English sentence
patterns, idioms, phrases, and vocabulary the way you should — by lis-
tening to and speaking English. Secondly, the dialogues are carefully
written and chosen to introduce you to those aspects of American society
you must know something about if you plan to work or study in the
USA. We lay special stress on those points of American’s life which are



particularly different from Chinese customs and habits. We expect you to
be an active rather than a passive student in your studies. In the mean-
while you can’t expect your teacher to fill you up like an old vinegar bot-
tle either; you must actively participate in the learning process.

The selection of material is based on conversations with Chinese stu-
dents and other learners, on classroom discussions, on questions Chinese
people often ask Americans and on our own observations and discussions
of the major differences between Chinese and American societies. How-
ever, we believe the book is also useful for self-taught students and other
learners.

We would appreciate constructive criticisms and helpful suggestions
from teachers, students and other readers who use the book.

' Professor Yang
Beijing Agricultural Engineering University
July, 1998. '
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Come to Your Senses

Lesson 1 How We See Things

The interviewer goes into Ted Long’s camera shop. He saw an ad in the news-
paper for a new 35 mm camera at Long's Camera World.

Int: Good morning, Ted. I saw your ad in the paper. I want to see about a
new camera. i

Ted: Fine. Look at this one. It’s a great camera. It just came from Japan.

Int: Oh, yes. It’s really nice. May I take a picture? I'd like to see how it
works.

Ted: Sure. Just watch out for the flash. You're looking right into it.

Int: Yes. I guess I don’t know much about cameras. I'm going to look to
you for advice.

Ted: Fine. I'll be glad to help.

Exercise I

Match the phrases with their definitions

1. Look at a. photograph

2. Look to b. rely on

3. see about c. watch

4. take a picture (of) d. investigate

5. watch out (for)  e. be on guard against

Exercise I

Fill in the blanks with the phrases given below. Change their forms of neces-

sary. '

Take a picture Watch out for

Look at See about

Look to

1. George was driving on the highway. His wife said, “ speed-
ing cars.”

2. Jose works very hard. He wants to be successful. He said, I’m
ing the future. That’s why I work so hard.”
3. Mr. Sekino wants to buy a new TV. He said, “I want to

several models before I buy a new television set.”




4. Mr. Sekino went to the store. He wanted to buying 2 new
TV. L

5. Meg is a photographer. She saw an interesting flower. She said, “I want
to of that flower.”

Lesson 2 Asking for advice

The interviewer goes to a travel agency. He is planning a vacation. He is
speaking to Judy Davis, one of the travel agents.

Ms. Davis: What about the Dalmatian coast? It’s beautiful.

Int: Yes, I've heard of it. It’s part of Yugoslavia, isn’t it?

Ms. Davis: That’s right. I went there last year. It was wonderful.

Int: Really? So you think my wife and I would like the Dalmatian
coast.

Ms. Davis: Yes, absolutely. After our trip, my husband and I talked about
it for weeks.

Int: Do you have any special tours or information that I could look at?

Ms. Davis: Yes. We have several complete vacation packages. You should
speak to our tour director.

Int: Yes, I'd like to ask for his advice also.

Ms. Davis: Fine. Just wait a minute. I’ll ask him to come and talk about it
with you.

Int: Yes, 1 would like to listen to him before I decide.

Exercise 1

Match the phrases with their definitions.

1. ask for a. pay attention to

2. Listen to b. request

3. hear of c. talk with

4. speak to d. discuss

5. talk about e. know about

Exercise 1

Fill in the blanks with the phrases given below. Change their forms if neces-

sary.

heard of asked for

listened to spoke to

talked about

_2_
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. Bill was thirsty. He a glass of water.

Who is Dr. Doe? I never him.

. That bad boy never his parents.

. I need permission to buy a stereo. So I my father about it.
. Cherie and Sue movie stars all the time.

Lesson 3 A Taste of Success

The interviewer talks with Mrs. Anderson about her daughters Kate and
Meg. Kate wants to be an actress, while Meg does not. Kate is ten years old.

Meg is seven.

Int: So Kate wants to be an actress.

Mrs. Anderson: Yes. Kate was in a TV commercial last year. Now she’s had
a taste of acting and doesn't want to quit.

Int; I heard Meg was in her school play this year. I suppose she
wants to be an actress too.

Mrs. Anderson: No, she doesn’t. Unfortunately, the audience laughed at
her.

Int: Was it stage fright?

Mrs. Anderson: You hit it on the nose. She was so frightened she couldn’t find
the telephone she was supposed to answer. The audience
just roared with laughter.

Int: Was the phone in the wrong place?

Mrs. Anderson: Oh, no. It was right under her nose. That’s too bad.

Int: That’s too bad.

Mrs. Anderson: I suppose so. I smiled at Meg to give her courage, but she
just stood there and cried.

Exercise I

Match the phrases with their definitions

1. have a taste of a. precisely

2. laugh at b. ndicule

3. on the nose c. have a sample of

4. smile at d. obvious and observable, but undetected

5. under one’s nose e. express approval of

Exercise I

Choose the best One answer from the three choices marked a, b and c that

__3_



completes each sentence.

1.

I arrived home at eight o’clock
a. with my nose

b. on the nose

c¢. under my nose

. I can’t find my pen! Oh, here it is, right

a. with my nose
b. on the nose
c. under my nose

. Don’t him. He tries hard.

a. smile at
b. laugh at
c. laugh to

. Yes, he tries hard. Encourage him. Why don’t you

a. smile at
b. laugh at
c. laugh to

. T can’t stop playing baseball. Ever since I first

I've wanted to play more.
a. love the game of

b. played and played

c. had a taste of

Lesson 4 Think of the Cost

him?

baseball,

The interviewer talks to a young high school teacher, Eric Gardner. His father
just bought a new luxury car. It is very big, comfortable, and spacious. How-

ever, it uses a lot of gas.

Int:

What do you think of your father’s new car?

Eric: Idon’t like it.
Int; Really?

Eric:

Int:

Yes, I wanted him to buy one of those foreign car. I know the one I

like, but I can’t remember the name. It just doesn’t come to mind at

the moment.

Eric; Well, I came up with a different price overal.
Int: Oh, what’s that?

—_ 4 —

Well, your father did point out that the price was low.



