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A Brief Introduction

The present book is a revised edition of Editology
(1995). Based on an analysis of the character of editing and
publishing, it proposes a theory of editology from a psychic
perspective ,emphasizing spontaneity in the editing process.

The work of an editor is a socialized and expanded form
of writing ,and spontaneity in the editing process is embodied
in the coordination of language, mind and the society. The
need to make up for what is in want and to correct what is bi-
ased determines the criteria for the selection of good topics.
To find a topic reflecting the spirit of the time,an editor must
have a historical perspective in the evaluation of the works of
social sciences. Through the manuscript submitted ,the editor
enters into a spiritual dialogue with the author and makes an
object judgment on his work. The editing process aims at per-
fecting the integrity and spontaneity of the work. Proofread-
ing requires special attention to frequently confused Chinese
characters. Typesetting and designing should follow the rules
of visual arts to achieve unity between content and form. An
editing process thus completed brings the editor into a world
of infinite joy and freedom.

The present book is not only an invaluable source of ref-
erence for the editor of academic books and journal but also
an important guide to students of humanities and social sci-

ences in their research and writing.
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