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51. Please put your hand lug-
gage under your seat.

Flight Attendant : Welcome aboard!
Ming: Thank you.
F. A. Can I see your boarding passes?
M: Here they are.
F.A: Your seats’re 25 E and F.
M. Where are they?
F.A. They’re near the middle.
M: Thanks. We can find *em.
F. A Please put your hand luggage under
your seat.
M. All right.
F. A: Please don’t put it in the aisle.



M: Don’t worry. We aren’t going to put it
in the aisle.

Notes
Flight Attendant = air hostess B seats’re = seats are
stewardess ZXHIR %S R (ZEF/ME)  ’em = them (35 EEJE 25E F25F)
aboard Z#Hl hand luggage F1R17%
Can I ~7 HK@h-- g2 aisle [ail] 3#E,1ETE

boarding pass F#lF

Background Information (51)

The flight attendant welcomes Huilan and Ming aboard the
airplane for their flight from Beijing to Honolulu. Flight attendants
examine passengers’ boarding passes, which show that their
tickets, passports, health certificates, and visas are in order and
that they may board the airplane for an international flight. Later,
they check that hand luggage or carry-on bags are properly stowed
under the seats or in overhead compartments, that seat belts are
properly fastened, and that passengers understand the use of safety
equipment, 8till later,they will pass out magazines and newspapers,
serve drinks and food, sell duty-free items such as perfume,
alcohol, and cigarettes, distribdte immigration and customs forms
for the country being visited, and generally help make the trip
pleasant and easy for passengers.

Boarding passes usually carry passengers’ seat numbers. The
seats are usually numbered from front to back of the plane and
lettered from left to right across each row as you face forward. In
most planes seats A and F are window seats, C and D are aisle
seats, B and E are middle seats though wide planes may have eight
seats across and very large planes are divided into three or four
sections the length of the plane. Seats are also divided into smoking
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and non-smoking for the comfort of different passengers.

[.arge and heavy bags and packages must be checked at the
airport and are loaded into the cargo hold of the plane. One or two
smaller bags, called hand luggage or {light bags or carry-on
luggage, may be carried by passengers onto the plane. These carry-
on bags must be placed in the overhead compartments or under the

seats. They cannot be left in the aisles.
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EXERCISES
A. Substitution, Fxpansion and Conversion
1. 1 see ’em. I see ’em.
2. can I can see ‘em.



3. your boarding passes

-

?

What

e

=

Your seats’re 25 E and F.
they

near the middle

?

Where

oo w

e

We see “em.
can

find

?

Where

Q1w o

=

Here they are.
there

on the left side
?

Which side

Rl

I can see your boarding passes.
Can 1 see your boarding passes?

What can I see?

Substitution, Expansion and Conversion

Your seats’re 25 E and F.
They’re 25 E and F.
They’re near the middle?
Are they near the middle?
Where are they?

Substitution, Expansion and Conversion

We see ’em.

We can see “em,
We can find ’em.
Can we find "em?

Where can we find em?

Substitution, Expansion and Conversion

Here they are.

There they are.

They’re on the left side.
Are they on the left side?
Which side are they on?

E. Substitution, Expansion and Conversion

1. Please put it under your

Please put it under your seat.



seat.

. in the aisle

3. not

we aren’t going to

. Why

F. Question and Answer

Please put it in the aisle.

Please don’t put it in the aisle.
We aren’t going to put it in the
aisle.

Aren’t we going to put it in the
aisle?

Why aren’t we going to put it in

the aisle?

Ming and Huilan’re aboard the plane. The flight attendant said,

" Welcome aboard!” Ming showed her their boarding passes. Their

seats 're 25 E and F. They’re near the middle. They can find’ em.

They’re going to put their hand luggage under their seat. They

aren’t going to put it in the aisle.

Repeat the following questions and answer them , first with a short

answer and then with a long answer ;

1.

Are Ming and Huilan

aboard the plane?

. What’re they aboard?

Did the flight attendant
say, "Welcome aboard!” ¢
Did Ming show her their

Yes, they are. (Yes, they’re
aboard the plane. )

The plane. (They’re aboard the
plane. )

Yes, she did. (Yes, she said,
"Welcome aboard ")

Yes, he did. (Yes, he showed



boarding passes 7
5. What’d he show her?

6. Are their seats 25 E
and F?
7. Which seats are they?

8. Are they near the middle?

9. Are they going to put their
hand luggage under their
seat?

10. Are they going to put it in

the aisle?

G. Reading

her their boarding passes. )
Their

showed her

(He
boarding

boarding passes.
their
passes, )

Yes, they are. (Yes, they’re 25
E and F.)

25 E and F. (They’re 25 E and
F.)

Yes, they are. (Yes, they’re
near the middle. )
Yes, they are. (Yes, they’re
going to put their hand luggage
under their seat. )
No, they aren’'t. (No, they
aren’t going to put it in the

aisle. )

Ming and Huilan are aboard the plane. The flight attendant said,

" Welcome aboard]” Ming showed her their boarding passes. Their
seats are 25E and 25F. They are near the middle. They can find
them. They are going to put their hand luggage under their seat.

They are not going to put it in the aisle.

Recall that speech and hearing deal with sound but reading and

writing deal with sight and not with sound. Reading is the silent

visual skill of getting meaning from marks, so never read out loud
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or move your lips while reading. Since speech and writing are so
different, speak only with other people or tapes of other people and
always read silently. Reading an English text out loud is likely to
ruin both your pronunciation and your reading. Written speech is
also quite different from written General English. Read silently and
compare passages F and G. Notice the contractions of written
speech in passage F and their absence from written General English
in passage G.

On the other hand, both good speech or hearing and good reading
or writing is done not word by word or letter by letter but phrase by
phrase. Mark the spoken and written phrases of passages F and G.
Did you find any differences in the phrases? How many eye spans
do you need to read a phrase? If it’s more than one you should
expand your eye span or shorten your phrases. Did you notice that
your phrases tend to correspond to basic grammatical units of the
sentence: subject, verb, object or complement, adverbial? For
additional reading practice, reread the entire lesson silently and

perhaps a few earlier lessons with which you are fully familiar,

H. Writing

Recall that writing, like reading, is & sient skill of expressing
meaning through marks not sounds, so do not speak or spell aloud
what you are writing or move your lips any more than you should in
reading. You have already done a lot of copying and will continue
to, but additional writing tasks will be gradually introduced.

Copy and compare passages F and G. Try to copy phrase by
phrase after only a single glance at the phrases which you have
already marked in the reading exercises. Notice particularly the
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differences between written speech in passége F and written General
English in passage G. For additional copying practice, copy the
entire lesson and even earlier reading passages and entire lessons.
Always try to copy phrase by phrase with only a single glance at
each phrase. i

Passages F and G are written in a mixture of present and past and
future tenses. Try rewriting passages F and G entirely in present
tense, then entirely in past tense, then entirely in future tense. Do
the cosistent-tense versions seem better or worse than the mixed
tense version? If time allows additional rewriting, rewrite passage G
changing the positive sentences to negative and the negative
sentence to positive. The situation suddenly seems rather angry and

spiteful, doesn’t it?



52. Did you fasten your seat

belt?

Flight Attendant :

Huilan
F. A .
H :

F. A .
H

F. A .

H .
F. A
H
F.A .

Excuse me. Is this your flight bag?

: Yes, it 1s.

Please put it under your seat.

: Oh, yes. I forgot about that.

Did you fasten your seat belt?

: 1 was just going to fasten it.

We’re going to take off in a few
minutes.

Thank you.

: Do you want a piece of gum?
: No, thank you.

Enjoy your flight!



Notes
flight bag fii 2510 (3§ overnight bag, take off & ¥

e P RiT AR E R a piece of —H,—Jfy
fasten [fesn] & F,30 F gum = chewing gum [ 7 ¥
seat belt J JiE % 241 flight [flait] i, 5ifT

Background Information (52)

The flight attendant says ” Excuse me” before she asks Huilan
whether the bag in the aisle is hers. This small, conventional
apology is normal English usage when addressing a stranger and
means " Please excuse me for disturbing your quiet or interrupting
your conversation or intruding on your privacy.” It is a common
courtesy and will hardly be heard when spoken, but if not spoken,
the question or statement of a stranger is likely to be felt abrupt,
intrusive, or impolite.

It is important that bags be placed out of the aisles and either
under the seat or in overhead compartments because they otherwise
obstruct the narrow aisles or even fly about a bit if the weather is
rough. Seat belts must be fastened on take-off and landing for
safety, and it is wise to keep them fastened whenever you are seated
in case the plane encounters turbulence which might throw you
about a bit. Gum and candy are frequently distributed by flight
attendants because the chewing and swallowing helps your ears
adjust to the changing air pressure as the plane rises. Yawning or
holding your nose and blowing it are also effective for ”clearing your
ears” ie. equalizing the interior and exterior pressure on your ears.
Unequal pressure makes your ears feel stopped up, dulls your
hearing, and can sometimes be irritating or painful.

Huilan says, ” No, thank you.” Many people consider gum-
chewing messy or vulgar and prefer simply to swallow, yawn, or
blow their noses. Huilan’s gesture, however, is a gesture of
surprise because she forgot and left her bag in the aisle. It resembles
covering a yawn but is not because they have not yet taken off and

10



she would not yet feel any pressure on her ears.

BHREIR (52)

SR F LU M E 2 A AR R MY Z BT T 7 Excuse me”,
XA SR iy 19 K R A ) — (3L B R AET S R I I 6 S L B
XTI T AT TR REEAARH AR XEHEANEE,
BEISET JUF WA 5 (LA SRR B A A B TRD B Sk MR BB R AT R
AR

B (Y T T T SR TR R, A E A L, ENEIR S
PR N E MR R F AT Y, KR K HR L 2W L5 &
L URIE R A R AL E R — H A B AW RS, L KIERER
WERHE R A5 PRS0 i R O A SR, (R o B B R B
Y KAHLR KRR AT R ST E R TR TBRERBANE,
W T H TR E R NIEN RN A PE S E R B RBREET 07
F1BREE A0 24 AU B .

UL "No, thank you” . ¥ Z A AN FHEISH A, SRR AN
U FT W BB BT R L F R R AR O S T R
WD i 5 AR AE AR TR, B R SR I, TR RALIE SRR K I H
RHERERIULFIE T,

EXERCISES
A. Substitution, Expansion and Conversion
1. This’s mine. This’s mine.
2. yours This’s yours.
3. flight bag ~ This’s your flight bag.
4. 9 Is this yc;ui' flight bag?
5. Whose flight bag _ Whose flight bag’s this?
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