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However great the joy with which he welcomed a new dis-
covery in some theoretical science whose practical application
perhaps it was as yet quite impossible to envisage ,he experienced
quite another kind of joy when the discovery involved immediate
revolutionary changes in industry,and in historical development
in general.
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BEE>
Integrity

I was there in the autumn. I wanted quiet isolation, to do
some troublesome writing. I wanted mountain air to blow out the
malaria from too long a time in the subtropics. I was homesick,
too , for the flaming of maples in October,and for corn shocks and
pumpkins and black-walnut trees and the lift of hills. I found
them all,living in a cabin that belonged to the orphanage,half a
mile beyond the orphanage farm. When 1 took the cabin,I asked
for a boy or man to come and chop wood for the fireplace. The
first few days were warm,I found what wood I needed about the
cabin,no one came,and I forgot the order.

I looked up from my typewriter one late afternoon,a little
startled. A boy stood at the door,and my pointer dog,my com-
panion,was at his side and had not barked to warn me. The boy
was probably twelve years old, but undersized. He wore overalls
and a torn shirt,and was barefooted.
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He said,“I can chop some wood today. ”

I said,“But I have a boy coming from the orphanage. ”

“I’m the boy.”

“You? But you’re small.”

“Size don’t matter,chopping wood,” he said. “Some of the
big boys don’t chop good. I’ve been chopping wood at the orphan-
age a long time. ”

I visualized mangled and inadequate branches for my fires. I
was well into my work and not inclined to conversation. I was a
little blunt.

“Very well. There’s the ax. Go ahead and see what you can
do.”

His name was Jerry; he was twelve years old, and he had
been at the orphanage since he was four. I could picture him at
four, with the same grave gray-blue eyes and the same—indepen-
dence? No,the word that comes to me is “integrity”. He was a
free-will agent and he chose to do careful work,and if he failed,
he took the responsibility without subterfuge. (356 words,
70min. )
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