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1 A-OKAY

No one really knows when many of our expressions be—
came popular, But others can be easily dated, One such ex-
pression is A-Okay!, It means the situation is fine; there
is no cause for worry,

A-Okay is a space-age expression,It was used in ]96]1
during the flight of an American astronaut,John Powers,
a spokesman for NASAZ?, the national space agenecy, used
«A-Okay” to tell the world that everything on the space
flight was operating perfectly,

Some experts say the expression did not begin with the
space age, One story is that it'was first used during the
early days of the telephone, to tell an operator that his
message had been received, The sound of the O in Okay
often was lest in the unoise on the telephone line, So the

1 A-Okay: FEHHEAOK, A-OK, A-0.K.%, £EMNRE.
2 NASA: f#XNational Aerorautics and Space Administration (%
PUEMTHWTR » HEERRTEFILE.
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sharper scunding ¥A” was added to the expression, making
a more easily understood ¢A-Okay ” '

A-Okay is one of several expressions that may have come
into the language earlier but became popular only when
they were used in the space program,These expressions quic -
kly became part of everyday speech,This happened becau-
s¢ most people had television, and could see and hear
all the major events of a space flight, People spent hours
watching special TV reports of every space flight,

They could hear the astromauts talk with NASA scien-
tists and engineers, In the first days of space flight, the
astronauts seemed to be speaking a mew language,But soon,
the public accepted and began to use many expressions of
this space language,

One such expression is #all systems go” It means
everything is ready, let us begin, NASA uses it to mean
that all the systems on a spacecraft have been examined
and are working correctly, All systems go means the decision
has been made to continue with the launch of the space-
craft It is also used outside the space program to tell
someone that you are ready to start a job or activity, ’

Countdown became a popular werd of the space age.
Space scientists would count down the seconds until lau-
nch,They counted backwards from 10 seconds,9,8,7,6,5,4,
3,2,1 and liftoff, Some language experts say the American
people first heard countdowns in the late 1940’s during
broadcasts of atomic bomb tests in Nevada and on some is-
lands in the Pacific,But countdown did not become a com-
mon expression until the space flights of the 1960°s,

Another space expression that has become. common in
recent years is ¥burnout” Jt meant that a launch rocket
had used all its fuel, Space ships were launched by  more
than one rocket,The first rocket would lift the ship high
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above the earth,Then it would “burn out” and a second
rocket would fire to carry the vehicle into earth orbit,

Soon,peopls began to use burnout to describe what
happens to a person who works too hard under too much
stress for too long, Such a “burned out” person is like a
rocket with no more fuel, He has no energy or -desire to
continue,

2 ACE IN THE HOLE

It is surprising how many expressions that people use
every day came from the card game poker' .,

For example, you hear the expression 4ace in the
hole” used by many who would never think of going near
a poker table,An ace in the hole is any argument, plan or
thing kept hidden until needed, especially when it can
turn failure into success,

In poker and most card games, the ace is the highest
and most valuable card, It is often a winning card, In one
kind of poker game, the first card to each -player is dealt
face down,A player does not show this card to the other
players, The other cards are dealt face up with the players
betting money each time they receive another card, No one
knows until the end of the game whose hidden card is the
winner, Often, the %ace in the hole” wins the game,

-1 Poker: “#3” R—HARTREMNMNE, FARRMCE-RKTF R WA
LRMR E— =, LRER MR, ARF—KERERRNE REEARN

HA4Rmk L. XIEh “155” ZHAXHRRTNEDER, ikt g
feul 43R (playing cards), LIRGHMEMRTR, ELB R RpokertylEiR.,

. 8 .
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Smart card players, especially those who play for large
amounts of money, closely watch the person who deals the
cards, They are watching to make sure he is dealing hon-
estly, that he is not dealing off the bottom of the stack
of cards A dealer who is doing that has“stacked the deck?,
He has fixed the cards so that he will get higher cards
and you will lose,

The expression, #dealing off the bottom” , now
means cheating in business, as well as in cards, And when
someone tells you that “the cards are stacked” against you,
he is saying you do mnot have a chance to succeed,

In a poker game you do not want to let your oppo-
nents know if your cards are good or bad, So having a
“poker face” is important, A poker face never shows any
emotion, never expresses either good or bad feelings, No
ome can learn, by looking at your face, if your cards are
good or bad, People now use “poker face” in everyday
speech to describe someone who shows no emotion,

Someone who has a “poker face” usually is good at

“bluffing” ,Bluffing is trying to trick a person into believ-
ing something about you that is not true, In poker, you
bluff when you bet heavily on a poor hand, The idea is
to make the other players believe you have strong cards and
are sure to win, If they believe you, they are likely to
drop out of the game, leaving to you the money they have
bet, -
You can do a better job of bluffing if you «hold your
cards close to your vest” ,You hold your cards close to
you so no one ‘else can see what you have, In everyday
speech, holding your cards close to your vest means not
letting others know what you are doing or thinking, You
are keeping your plans secret,

. 10 -
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3 BEHIND THE EIGHT-BALL

When someone is “behind the eight-ball” he is in a
difficult, if not impossible situation,

The expression comes from the game of Kelly pool!,
Pool or pocket billiards, is a table game played with fif-
teen numbered balls and a cue ball,Players strike the cue
ball with the end of a cue, or stick, sending it inte one or
more of the numbered balls, The idea is knock each of the
numbered balls into one of the six pockets around the edge
of the pool table,

In one kind of pool game called eight-ball, players
try to put the numbered balls into the pockets, with the
eight-ball the last to go in A player loses if he sinks the
eight-ball before all the other balls are in the pockets A
player can put his opponent in poor position by leaving
the cue ball behind the eight-ball, The eight ball blocks
his opponent from a shot at any of the other balls,

- So, if you are behind the eight-ball, your position is
bad, There is almost no way out of the situation,You are
in trouble, _

A New York newspaper, in a report on a new book,
used the expression this way, %An attempt to 'describe
what makes the drawings funny lands you behind the eight-

)

1 Kelly pool: iXRE “M%BMT” (—RH. BMIFW (billiards) K&K H =
%, —2A0 carom billiards, RAAMAL N B —RBREB AL pocket bil-
liards (X#kpool) , LERBEM Niy—F EH—RM snooker, Hpool 4 &, &
2110,
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