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=. DEADLINE

Almost every college and university has deadlines for admission applications, and these
dates often fall well before your time of entering studies. Jan.15, for example, is the deadline
given by MIT to seek enrollment in September of the same year. Usually, March 1 is a common
deadline given by selecive schools, and the deadlines in very prestigious schools may be much
earlier. The reason is not that universities are slow in deciding on your qualifications. Rather, they
are screening applications to find the most qualified candidates. Moreover, they are seeking
various balances in their student bodies: certain percentages of men and women; a fair
representation of American minority, and etc.

In a year when there are a large number of applications, they may deny admission to some
qualified students. Other applicants will be put on a waiting list, and will be accepted only if



0 E Bt 7 R s in o3

someone ahead of them turns down the offer of admission.

While certain institutions may be flexible enough to accept applications, you will be wise to
apply on time. Natureally, your chances will be better if your qualifications are condidered
marginal, you may be accepted nonetheless, while someone with better qualifications is denied
because of a late application. Some experts will urge you, in fact, to apply early. The admission
office, of admissions committee, will begin considering applications before the deadline, and
will probably want to start accepting qualified candidates at an early date.



