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A Brief Introduction

Xu Heng, an outstanding statesman, educator
and thinker in the 13th century, propagated confu-
cianism and Zhu-—Cheng’s idealist philosophies dur-
ing the hard times when the national culture de-
clined after many years of wars. He made a compro-
mise of Zhu and Cheng’s ideas and became an inter-
mediate link in the development of the theories from
Zhu Xi to Wang Yang-ming. After the founding of
Yuan Dynasty he advocated practising the laws of
Han Dynasties and helped Yuan Shi-zu,the first em-
peror of Yuan Dynasty,to establish law systems,de-
velop production and promote the national unity.
The book makes a systematic exposition of Xu
Heng’ s whole life, and ideas in philosophy, eco-
momics , philosophy of life, ethics, science and cul-
ture and education and a practical judgement of his
position and influence in history.

Critical Biography of Xu Qian appears in the
book as its postcript. It sets forth the life of Xu
Qian,another important thinker in Xu Heng’s time,
and expounds his world view, dialectical thinking
and thoeries of knowledge ,human nature, morality,

education and politics. His social position and influ-



A Brief Introduction

ence in history is also introduced to readers.

The book is rich in materials,clear-cut in proof
and argument, fluent in language and new in think-
ing. Much of it has not been touched before. The
book, as a result of the author’ s many years of
painstaking labour,represents the latest level of the
studies of Xu Heng-Xu Qian’s thinking in our coun-

try.
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