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Chapter' 1
YOUNGQEST CHILD

Thomas Alva Edison® was born in the early morning
hours of the 11th of February, in 1847, in the busy
little town of Milan, Ohio®, in the Middle West of the
United States. His father’s small red house stood on*
a little hill near the Huron RiverS. Lake Erie® was not
far away. The ground was covered deebly by snow.
The darkness of winter was weakly lighted by candles,
and oil lamps, but the child who was born on that
day was going to be the one to light the lamp that
shines everywhere in the world.

Samuel’ Edison walked nervously® outside the

1. chapter ['tfepts] n. (CCEW)E, ¥4, 2. Thomas

Alva Edison ['tomes 'slve 'edisn] =» IO F/RE-FiHl

H,1847—1931, EER WK, 3. Milan [mi'len] ». %:3%,0hio
[eu'haiou] ». WZM(EEMA), 4. stand on FEEE; L Fo

5. Huron ['hjusron] n. f{fk{f, the Huron River {R{gid,

6. Erie [‘ieri] ». fp#l, Lake Erie FJ#, 7. Samuel

Dswmjuol] # RBP4, WE Sam [seml BEEH. 8.

nervously ['mo:vesli] z. BIRA %,



closed door of his wife’s room. His wife, Nancy', had
asked God to allow? her to have this child. The three
youngest of her six children had died in the long, hard
winters there. Her oldest daughter, Marion®, was to
be married soon. Pitt* Edison was almost 15 Yyears
old, and Harriet Ann®, whom they called Tannie, was
13. A baby would make them all very happy.

Nancy Elliott Edison® loved children—all children.
She was a strong little woman. Her family had come
to America from Scotland’. She had been a teacher
before she married Samuel Edison of Ontario®, Canada.
She was 18 when she married him. -

Nancy’s life was not easy. Her tall young husband
could jump, run, and fight better than anyone in his
town. He was always doing those three things. It was
difficult for him to remain interested in any one busi-
ness, and therefore® he changed from one trade to
another many times. Also, he was a person who be-

came angry very quickly and very often.
1. Nancy ['nensi] =n. @E#H (LA, 2. allow [d'lau]
ot. U W UMEEED). 3. Marion ['msorion] n. ¥
B (& 4), 4. Pitt{pit] »n. %5 (HB4A). 5. Harriet

['heeriot] Ann n. WAHREE & (&K 4), 6. Nancy Elliot
['eljot] Edison pfg#v-HFIREE-Zli4:, 7. Scotland
['skotlend] n. ZR#F2%, 8. Ontario [on'tesrisu] #. LK

B KB4 9. therefore ['ssofo:] adv. [k, LAs
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Sam Edison came to the United States of America
to escape! the government of Canada. He had joined
a group trying to change that government by force? in
1837. When it won the fight against® Sam Edison’s
group, the Canadian government said he had tried to
destroy his country’s government, and sent soldiers to
catch him.

This made Edison decide to leave Canada. He ran
as fast as he could towards the United States. Soldiers
and their hunting* dogs followed quickly behind him.
He ran for two days without stopping to sleep, crossed
the ice of the St. Clair River®, and arrived in Port
 Huron®, Michigan’, U.S. A.

When Sam Edison stopped running and saw where
he was, he decided to go further south, He reached

Milan, O‘ﬁand decided it would be a good town in
which to sell materials for building houses. Milan was
a new town where many people were then settling.
He stayed there and started a business selling wood.
He built a pretty red house with a white fence and

brought his wife and children there to live in it.

1. escape [is'keip] »t. #kJi, 2. force [fo:sT n. A,
3. fight against &...... T, 4. hunt [hant] »f. JEH, 8
. 5. St. Clair River %-%¥ /RS, 6. Port[po:t]
Huron $k{g# 0, 7.Michigan ['mifigon] =, ZEHIHI (M 4).
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Years later, Sam Edison was walking nervou-
sly outside his wife’s room. Finally, the woman neigh-
bor who was helping his wife opened the door and
came out.

“You have a fine boy,” she said. “He has light
hair and blue eyes—very much like his mother.”

“T am glad he has a face like his mother’s,” Sam
Edison said. “If he also has a character! like hers
when he is older, that will be better yet!”

The neighbor smiled. Nancy Edison was known as
a good person. ‘I don’t know if he will,” the neigh-
bor said, “but I think he is an unusual® child. He has
a very big head.”

The first time Sam Edison saw his seventh and
last child, he thought the child’s head was too large.
He was afraid the baby was ill.

“Do you think the child’s body will grow big
enough for such a large head?” Sam asked his wife.

“He is perfect!” Nancy said. She loved the boy
from the moment she first saw him. All her life, she
believed in everything he did and told doubting® peo-
glg'that he was right.

They named the boy Thomas Alva Edison. He was

1. character ['kerokta] n. 4%, 2. unusuallan'juiguel]
adj. AIFHE, 3. doubt [daut] ot. %L,
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usually called Alva when he was young, and his moth-
er always called him Al

Little Al began very soon to prove that he was
unusual. Firsy, he almost never cried. He laughed all
the time. He seemed to try to make other people
laugh, too.

As a baby, too, he often became very interested
in some object. He would then appear to be trying to
think of how he could get it into his hands.” He moved
his mouth and eyes as people do when they are think-
ing. He never stopped trying to do a thing that he
had decided to do. As soon as he learned to walk, he
would walk, without any help, towards whatever' he
wanted.

Little Al’s appearance’ was very pleasant. His
head was large but well-formed® But his thick, light-
colored hair* was a problem. It pointed up from his
head, and would not remain in place.” Nancy Edison
had to cut his hair short, although she did not like

to do that. At the age of three years, Alva was mov-

1. whatever [wot'eva] pron. HLikfté4; AEH 4. 2.
appearance [o'pierens] =. HE; 4%, 3. well-formed
adj. HE&EM, 4. his thick,light-coloured hair EJEH,
RBIOHKE, 5. It pointed up from his head, and
would noti remain in place. kR MMbL BB T4, HLE
HHIBEA il



 ing his fingers through his hair when he was thinking,
as a man does.

As early as anyone can remember, Thomas Alva
Edison asked many questions about everything. He
seemed to want to learn to talk, only to ask questions.
As soon as he learned, he began to ask them, and he
asked them during his whole life. Some of his ques-
tions had no easy answers; some of them were unim-
portant. But he never stopped asking them. He asked
so many that most of his family did not want to
answer any more. But his mother always tried to help.

“Why does the wind blow?” he asked his father.

“I don’t know, Al,” Sam Edison said.

“Why don’t you know?” Alva asked.

Alva was interested in everything. He seemed to
think that all nature was full of unknown things, and
that it was his job to discover' them. He was helping
his mother gather eggs one day, when they found a
goose?, sitting on its eggs.

“Why is the goose not eating with the other birds?”
Al wanted to know.

“It is sitting on its eggs,” said his mother.

“Why?” asked Al

1. discover [dis'kava] v, R, 2. goose [quis] n
(pl. geese) 5,
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“To keep them warm,” his mother said.
“Why does it want to keep them warm?”
S0 they will hatch.”

“What does ‘hatch’ mean?”

“A baby goose hatches when it breaks the egg it
is born in, and comes out of it.”

“If an egg is kept warm, will a goose come out?”
“If it is the right time, and if the egg is a goose
egg.”

“Oh.”

That afternoon, Al caused® no trouble for his
family. They did not see him anywhere?. At the end
of the day, Al’'s father tried to find the boy. Sam
found Al on a neighbor’s farm, sitting on some
goose eggs. He was sad_that no little goose had decided
to come out!

Al’s brothers and sisters were so much older than
he was, that he usually played alone or stayed with
his mother. Al tried to do everything his brother Pitt
did. When Pitt made pictures, A1 made pictures.
When Pitt read a book, Al tried to read, too.

Most of the time Al played near the house, where

1. cause [ko:z] vt. fE%RHE; B, 2. anywhere['eniwea]
adv. AEfaf3s 55 TR AT 4k



his mother could see him. When she looked away!, he
would walk away. And because Al was so interested
in so many things, he was often in danger. One .time
he went inside a building where wheat is stored. He
fell into the wheat, coming to rest with his head
entirely covered by the wheat.? He almost died, be-
cause he had no air there. But someone pulled Al out
by his feet. Another time, he fell into some water and
had to be pulled out, wet and afraid.

He often visited the grain mill® of Sam Winchester®,
who liked to experiment with new things. At this time
Winchester was trying to make a device® that would
fly. He did this by filling a large bag with something
like air, but of less weight.® This made Al interested
in flying. He put several chemicals’ together and be-
lieved that anyone who ate the chemicals would weigh

less than air. Al asked Michael Qates®, a man who

1. look away FRIfHhF; okt %, 2. He fell into
the wheat ... entirely covered by the wheat. e
H Ly HE, ReRETRET, 3. mill [mil] = B&
Bis @HT 4. Sam Winchester ['wintfista] n. FEH
B4R, 5. deviceldi'vais] n. J#k; ikit.

6. He did this ... but of less weight. 43235 —
LB SRR 2N EAE A A KR TR, weight [weil]
. H,EE, 7. chemicals{'kemikelz] n. (BEREEH
SRR, 8. Michael QOates ['maikol outs] n. 47 M
WINA)
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worked for Al’s father, to eat it and fly. After Oates
ate what Al had made, he became so ill that he need-
ed a doctor’s help. Al seemed to think it was a failure!
of Michael Oates—not of Al's own—that Oates did not
fly.

For doing these things, Al was whipped. His father
thought that only whipping Al would stop him from
making trouble.? His mother believed that if you don’t
whip a boy when he does something wrong, he won’t
become a good man. And she decided not to allow
this to happen to Al. He was whipped, but he did not
stop being interested in everything.

When he was six years old, Al was whipped harder
than ever before. He had been playing in one of his
father’s farm buildings. Then, he decided to make a
small fire. “I wanted to see what it would do,” he
said. The fire spread quickly. Al escaped, but the
building was completely burned. The fire spread almost
far enough to burn the whole town. What Al had
done was too bad and too dangerous for nothing to be

done about it.* But you cannot do to a six-year-old

—_—

1. failure ['feiljo] ». W, 2. His father ... making
trouble. MAFINH REMITFI/R, FREEMTHAL. whip
Twip] »t. #1347, 3. What Al had done ... about it.
FTRBT B — BT R A s, Kk 7, WAX I LHETFERT,
s 9



boy what you would do to a man who did bad things.!

Samuel Edison said that he would whip his son in
the middle of the town to teach him not to do danger-
ous things. He asked the townspeople? to come and
watch. Children were often whipped at that time, but
never in public. The townspeople came and brought
their children, to teach them not to do such things.
Sam Edison whipped his young son while they all
watched. Alva did not become angry with his father,
But, after that, he never seemed to think of pain® as
an important thing—his own pain, or other people’s.

Al was soon in trouble again. One day he went to
play with another boy in a little river. After some
time, Al discovered that he was alone. He waited for
the boy to come back. But when it became late and
the boy did not come back, Al went home. He said
nothing about what had happened but, in the middle
of the night, he was awakened and asked about his
friend.*

“T waited and waited,” Al said. “He never came.”

1. But you cannot do ... to a man who did bad things.
ARMF-AANTRETIRFERE-AR T R EHRAMR
Bt 1%, 2. townspeople ['taunz'pi:pl] n. BHEHEER,
3. pain [pein] n. %, 4. He said nothing about
what had happened but, .. his friend. XEF R EH 1)
et L FEA YR, ~HBFR, thERA M AA,
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