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Lesson One

Is There Another Sphinx on the Mars?

The mysteries surrounding the Mars seem to continue puzzling
scientists. The old fashion myths such as the Martian “canals”, Martian
life or even Martian intelligent life who excavated those “canals”, had
been fascinating until space exploration exposed them.

According to those myths, the presence of some water on Mars can
be established by prominent and intriguing whitecaps that develop at
the poles when each is having its winter and by the presence of an oc-
casional white cloud, both of which reflect light as ordinary ice crystals
do.

As spring advances in each hemisphere, the corresponding polar
icecap appears to melt, completely disappearing as the Martian sammer
comes. Knowing precisely how much heat Mars receives from the sun,
and by measuring the rate at which the polar icecaps shrink, an easy
calculation shows that these caps must be just surface phenomena, more
akin to a layer of frost than to heavy fields of snow and ice.

As the icecaps melt, a wave of plantlike life appears to proceed
from the high latitudes toward the equator. The canals appear and
darken, and darkish, sometimes reported as greenish, patches appear.
Often the canals seem to double, and the oases grow in size and become
a chocolate-brown.

The darkening of the canals, of course, appeared to be visible evi-
dence of the seasonal vegetation that sprang up along their broad, flat
banks as the water advanced. It was all consistent with the idea that
things began to grow when the polar water moved toward the equator.
It was an intriguing and inspiring picture, indeed, but it fell before the
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advance of scientific knowledge about Mars: temperatures too cold, wa-
ter virtually absent, little or no oxygen (plant life as we know it should
produce more oxygen), and the atmosphere hopelessly thin.

Yet, striking seasonal changes do occur on Mars, and there is
some scientific evidence to support the notion that the dark lines are in-
deed regions of vegetation. But what kinds of plants might grow under
Martian conditions? Evidently, the color changes are caused by plants
that do not grow by earth processes, but perhaps are related to our
lichens, which are capable of prospering even in dry, barren, and fre-
quently freezing soil.

The American space probe Mariner-4 passed at about 5 600 miles
above the Mars’ surface and snapped 22 pictures and then beamed first
“close-up” photos back to the earth, on July 14, 1965. The Mariner-9
entered its orbit around the Mars in November, 1971. The Soviets
launched Mars 2 and Mars 3 on May 19 and 28, 1971, which arrived
in Mars orbit on- November 27 and December 2 respectively. Pictures
and information they sent back showed that the Mars’ surface is heavi-
ly pock-marked with craters formed by the impact of asteroids and me-
teoroids. Nowhere in the photos was there any sign of water, nor was
there a sign of “canal”, but sign of active volcanic activities.

But 3 years after Mariner mission, researchers in the ‘Goddard
space center discovered in 1975 the image of Sphinx on a Martian pho-
to sent back by Mariner. At first, they did not attach importance to
their discovery, and the photo was bought by a computer programmer
from Federal Germany.

"Experts in NASA found another Martian photo taken at different
time, on which the image of Sphinx appeared blurred but remained
visible.

These two photos taken from different perspective points and at
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different moments were put to sophisticated computerized image pro-
cessing. The result was just unexpected: The nose and the necklace
which had been thought to be the product of interference still existed;
what was more surprising is the eyeballs present at the originally visi-
ble eyes and the teeth appearing in the half-open mouth.

Using computer techniques, they even calculated the size of the
Sphinx—1.5 kilometers from hair to chin and 3.5 kilometers wide. A
natural speculation was that only creatures of dramatically advanced
civilization could have been able to make such a huge statue.

Thereafter, Russian scholar in Samara, Tchulin Awenski, discov-
ered a group of structures somewhere 7 kilometers from Sphinx on the
photo—11 pyramids of which 4 were big, 7 were small, eventually
form a city.

All these happened 10 years ago. Since then, computer technolo-
gy has dramatically advanced and is now able to perform more reliable
and creditable analyses on those photos.

Using image analysis technique, scientists found 19 structures on
the very site where 11 pyramids were previously found to exist, be-
sides, there were roads and a strange-looking circular square. The size
_of those structures is very large, about 10 times that of the Great Pyra-
mid in Giza, Egypt. The circular square was 1 kilometer across. What
will be the use of such a huge square? Is it a launching site for space-
craft, or an accelerator site, or a commercial center in the city? These
questions are quite puzzling. However, one thing is certain: this city
was built many years ago and it is now inhabited by none.

It might well be that in the distant past, the Mars might be pos-
sessed _of water, air and river, and thus harbored life which then be-
came extinct or left the Mars and moved to the nearest planet, the
earth, as there on the Mars remained little air, no water and extremely
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sharp temperature variance.

The process is long, in which Mars lost its air, rivers, oceans,
and became a cold, barren desert. If this speculation is acceptable,
then we can derive that these cities were destroyed millions of years
ago . An opposite speculation says that these structures must have dis-
appeared in S 000 to 10 000 years, otherwise dust storm must have de-
stroyed them, no matter what materials they were made of. Here is the
rub. The photos show that some roads were intentionally built to avoid
crossing craters. This is an evidence that those cities would not be very
old.

All these are speculations to be testified. In fact, during recent
years, many space probes were sent to the Mars for this mission. But
strangely and unfortunately, two Soviet Mars Satellite I spacecrafts
were out of contact, and the American Mars Surveyor spacecraft disap-
peared from the Mars orbit in 1993. The Soviets had launched 10
spacecrafts to Mars but none could have performed its mission. Only
two of them landed on Mars, as well as two American space probes
landed on it. Why? Is the failure the result from inferior space equip-
ment? The answer seems negative. The atmosphere of Venus is much
harsher than Mars’. The Soviets have launched 14 spacecrafts and the
Americans—one to Venus surface.

It may be certain that life on the Mars do not have any antisatel-
lite system to shoot down all those spacecrafts. The mystery may be

resolved when more advanced space probes were sent to the Mars.

Words and Phrases
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Martian
excavate
expose
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intriguing
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prosper
barren

probe

snap pictures
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crater
impact
asteroid
meteoroid
sign
volcanic

mission

attach importance to*

blur

perspective point
sophisticated
image processing
necklace
interference
speculation
pyramid
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derive

Here is the rub.
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resolve
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Comprehension Questions

1. What did the old-fashion myths suggest about the Mars? What were
their arguments?

2.How does space exploration expose those myths about the Mars?

3. With what speculations does the author explain the seasonal changes
that occur on the Mars?

4. What conclusions on the Mars can be drawn after American and So-
viet spacecrafts to the Mars provide ample information about the
Mars?

5.How and why did some scientists suggest in 1975 that there might
be a Sphinx on the Mars much larger than the one in Egypt?

6. What further discovery found on the photos induces mystery sur-
rounding the Mars?

7. Describe the author’s speculation about the Mars in the distant past.

8. What do you think about all those mysteries surrounding the Mars?
Cite your arguments.

9. What do you think about the fact that most of the spacecrafts sent to
Mars had lost? Did it occur by a curious coincidence? Cite your argu-

ments.
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