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OPENING WARM-UP QUESTIONS

1 Is it important that people should travels

2 Can people live a perfectly happy existence never trav-
elling outside their own small area?

3 Why do most people go abroad?

4 What are the problems, apart from having the money
and the time, for someone who wants tortravelff )

5 Which countries would you like to visitg

6 How often would you like to travels

7 What are the various ways of travelling from country
to countfy?

8 What are the advantages of living in a country as op-
posed to just visiting it briefly?

9 How has tourism influenced your own country?

10 What are some important things to learn from visiting

or living in a foreign country?g

TEXT OF THE TAPE

Maithew Lesley, why do most people go abroad?

.2 .



Lesley

Matthew
Michael

Maithew

Maggie

Matthew .

Maggie

It depends.! For some, of course it's busin;ass; for
those who concentrate more on pleasure, it's just
getting away from wherever they happen to
be.2 [1]

Michael, do you travel a lot?

A reasonable amount. Obviously one -+ would like
to travel all the time, to see er---other countries
and other places and other people, and to sece the
fascinating things that are so different from one
country to another. There are enormous difficul-
ties put in our ways of travelling by things like
er® having passports to gain access* from country
to country, the difficulties of er--changing money
from one currency to another currency, the diffi-
culties of language of course, er - are pre—
eminent. [2]

Maggie «-- do you think it’s important that people
travely

Mm, yes I think it’s very important. It broadens
your mind® and by . travelling -+ abroad you find
that you can pick up their languages and that you
can communicate with other people, and it.-it
helps a lot to meet foreigners. [3]

Do you think that er--travel does broaden the
mind, or do you think that you can live a proba-
bly er-very happy existence never crossing the
Channely®

Oh, I'm sure you can live a perfectly happy ex-

istence if you never step outside your little village
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Matthew

even, and never travel withia yo;1r own count:y,
[4] but I still think that it’s--Young people now
want to travel there are so many opportunities;
um---travel costs far less than it used to even ten
or twenty years ago; and even--it even affects
the type of food that you eat. I mean Continen-
tal” cookery in England has now become very
fashionable and people are learning different
methods of cooking, [5] and there are all sorts of
different facets® which - um help people to
understand that other people are «-- are interesting,
and travelling is - is one of those means.?

But young people often don’t have the sort of
money to get on a luxury cruise liner or a fast
jet somewhere. How can young people travel rea-

sonably economically9 [6]

Maggie Well, if you're a student, or if you're u--under

Maithew

twenty-one there are special -+ concessions!® that
the airlines have. Or you can get a--a special stu
o..student flight, student--trains to travel abroad,
or quite a lot of young people on their first trip
abroad um travel by bhitch-hiking.!* It--it’s a
method which I have used myself but.er I would-
o't advise it to anybody; ite-it helps if you
speak the language of the country that you're in,
but it is one--one way of seeing different parts
of the world and «- and fairly cheaply. [7]

Are there any big problems in travelling from

country to country, er-- for the young person




Maggie

Matthew

Alan

Matihew

Alan

today?

Well, T think probably if you don’t speak a lan.
guage and you land in a--in a town--abroad!?* and
you haven’t got friends in the place, then it prob-
ably is quite difficult---um, but so many places
now are used to having young people as tour's's,
that they--they help you in the s‘reets, they help
you to find places, but--but I think the language
is the most important. [8]

Alan, you've not only travelled widely but you
now live abroad. What problems are there for
somebody who wants to go and live and work in
a foreign country?

Work permits are usually a problem; in every
country I've been in they've been a problem, um
--residence visas'® are a problem um---getting peo~
ple to understand what you want in er--in so far
as bureaucrats are concerned! is a--is a very
great problem um-.-However, the first time is the
worst, and after that you begin to realise the way
these people er---er think and act, and in fact
they’re not so um--so troublesome, as at first
you think they are. In fact, they’re trying to
help you but er--perhaps in a rather obscure and
oblique way. [9]

What's the advantage of living in a country as
opposed'® to just visiting it brieflyq

Well, if you visit a country briefly then you're
really just a tourist, and if you’re a tourist you'll

e 5



find that you'll be um - side—tracked'® into er--
hotels which will, in fact, just be like living at
er---home [107. You'll probably be fed English
food, etcetera and you'll be with um«-your own
er--pecople. If you actually live abroad you'll
find that um---you actually get into contact with
the people, and the language of the countiry where
you’re living, and er «+ you'll learn a new way
of life and you'll learn to understand a new way
of life and this should, but not always, er--give
yoiu an insight'” into your own way of life, the
way of life you led in England, [11] Well, wheth~
er this is a good thing or a bad thing 1 can’t
tell you, but er--it’s led me to be able to er-
differentiate between um--cultures and ways of
living um---I've lived in two countries myself, in
three countries in fact. At first when I went to
these countries 1.1 thought, well, perhaps my
way of living is better; then afterwards I thought
perhaps their way of living is better. Now I

just realise they're different. [12]

The use of travelling is to regulate-imagination by re-

ality, and instead of thinking how things may be, io see them

as they re:lly are.

Samuel Johnson
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