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11.vi1,1976.

iy Dear C. Y., %&/
Rip! Wip! Hurrah!Y¥ews *rom you at long last, That it Ls mosth

£o0d news ad.da a honua of joy. We are very glad %o hear that you m/
rather dreary wilierness powadays,still,with yomr loviug daughter
veside you,"oh,wilderneas wers Paradise enow!™

—--Judging-vy the photo,you-haven't changed wuch, Bul Gautams
2liap Big Cat alias Thick Heir,with his eyes shielded by @ogaly
glasses and his-upper 11p ‘adornad YW some infeternminate moustachs,
absolutely defies crecognition or fdentification, ¥y wile and 1 bave
becomes pho tophobis,and ouwr Tatest 1ikensss ima takeén more than tem
yoars ago. S0 I az uwnable to send you anything in retmm,and you
can” 1ndulge in the ¥ree play of mmtmn pun memory to coapose a
mental picture of us tw,

I have auffered from chronic uthm,sml a bad ntaeh.xieurb
killed me- the winter before last.; The crisis over;my povers of loco-
motion and spesch vere for s long time seriously affected. It took
alno st—a year Tor BF tT bW DRLX 5 ASYRal, T 9., 6 go0d Sub-AsaIth,

My prolonged 1llness ceused ny vife endless worries and trouble ard
aled e ¥ oons {der i by, 1PCAY all,the aged and InTirm sre mIly

desd peeple on re¢prisve,living on borTowed tile., Desfnese,hovever——
storid Jearness especially-—1s proverbially a sign of lungmty,and
you are o be ocongratulated on that score, Wy deughter is married o

ai arctitect and Iives with his family,

e — - o I e—pour-new—verses very much. They ‘show a xucsh Iirmer
hand and not a blt less delicate semsitivity t yhat y6u showed
ua- Ago, I-shoaldt —like to~ be captious eYonly instance:’

‘ﬂ, the L.ne "% 4§+ contains either a clerical error or a false
qm Ty sbecause the 3ound pattern,hstead of sharp-—sharp--flat,
should be sharp--#lat--flat. Again, 1 am weble to return in kind;
the "encl636d poéma are in thé nature of a token paymant.

+ — —With--best wishes ani-kindest reaemberances to you and -your
daughter from ny rife and wselr,

" Bver ymxrs.

mm e e . ,(/'N 441*)&

e e e me e e
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My Dear C. Y.,

Hip! Hip! Hurrah! Welcome news from you at long
last. That it is mostly good news adds a bonus of joy. We
are very glad to hear that you are settled down in a univer-
sity. Although the groves of academe are a rather dreary
wilderness nowadays, still, with your loving daughter be-

side you, “oh, Wilderness were Paradise enow!”

(R9) 9%
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Judging by the photo, you haven’t changed much.
But Gautama® alias Big Cat alias Thick Hair, with his eyes
shielded by goggly glasses and his upper lip adorned by
some indeterminate moustache, absolutely defies recogni-
tion or identification. My wife and 1 have become photo-
phobic, and our latest likeness was taken more than ten
years ago. So | am unable to send you anything in return,
and you can indulge in the free play of imagination cum
memory to compose a mental picture of us two. ’

I have suffered from chronic asthma,and a bad attack
nearly killed me the winter before last. The crisis over, my
powers of locomotion and speech were for a long time seri-
ously affected. It took almost a year for me to be back to
normal, i. e., to good sub-health. My prolonged illness
caused my wife endless worries and trouble and aged her
considerably. After all, the aged and infirm are really dead

people on reprieve, living on borrowed time. Deafness,

however

stone deafness especially is proverbially a
sign of longevity, and you are to be congratulated on that
score. My daughter is married to an architect and lives
with his family.

We like your new verses very much. They show a
much firmer hand and not a bit less delicate sensitivity
than what you showed us ages ago. I should like to be cap-

tious only in one instance: in #M#8 X the line “A-¥sm”

® Gawmama: HiEBE, BikHE. DMLEN “K#E”, Hst
B AeEMURES, SR Gautama BRZAR,



contains either a clerical error or a false quantity, because
the sound pattern, instead of sharp—sharp—flat, should
be sharp—flat—flat. Again,I am unable to return in kind;
the enclosed poems are in the nature of a token payment.
With best wishes and kindest rememberances to you
and your daughter from my wife and myself,
Ever yours,
| C. S. Ch’ien
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