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1 A White Elephant

A “white clephant” is something which will cost you money,.
perhaps an increasing amount of money over time, and in the
end, have no value. It may be something that costs too much to-
fix or too much to use. '

A “white elephant” could be a car, a boat, a house, or even
a business which demands more -and more of your money with—
out bringing in enough profit in return.

In the words of the poet, John Cheever Goodwin —

“For that elephant ate all night,

And that elephant ate all day,

Do what he could to furnish him food,
The crvy was still ‘more hay.’”

This is true of all clephants, white or dark. As we all know,
the elephant is the largest land mammal, and perhaps the heaviest
of eaters. '

There have never been many albino or “white” elephants.




— A%

CE 7 BB, AR KB Y, i RS,
EHBREE, BALERTE WirRLaheEn. fRRTE R
HEEH, | -

“ER7 IS —ENE, —BA, —HE TR, B E
YR 7, IR LR 4 RO

BALE - PR - BEBEREE:

“REEYCERE,
M B R B #%;
S A B R T,
BERHR R

AERBRTBEAR, BE-MERWOAME. KI5
QR BAORENALDY, bR R RN,

Fid, EBRMABFRRD. BERETMEL I s b

7



White elephants are considered to be holy or sacred in parts of
Asia. Writers William and Mary Morris give this explanation
for our present use of the expression, ‘‘white elephant:”

Hundreds of years ago there were so few white elephants
that every one was taken by the king. And because they were
sacred, it was unlawful to put any of them to work.

The king used a white elephant to punish any of his officials
who displeased him. He.gave the man the elephant as a gift.
Then the king just waited. He knew that in time the official would
spend all his money feeding the elephant, And, because the ele--
phant could not do any work, the official could not use him to
make any money. So, the gift of a white elephant resulted in ruin.

2 Baloney

The word “baloney” means something that is wrong, stupid,.
or foolish. ‘

Language experts are not sure how the word baloney came
to be used this way. Most experts “think the word was born in
Italy. The Italian city of Bologna is famous - for a kind of meat
sausage, a mix of smoked, spiced meat from cows and pigs. It
has a taste that is very different from the taste of beef or pork
alone. , .
Language experts think this is how the expression “baloney”™
came. into existence. Baloney means an idea or statement that is-
nothing like the truth, in the same way that bologna sausage tastes.
nothing like the meat used to produce it.

American meat factories produce thousands of pounds of

- s
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bologna sausage every day. Most Amertcans call these meat pro--
ducts “‘baloney,” the -very same word they use to describe some-
thing foolish.

Baloney is not the only kind of meat product whosc name
has more than one meaning. Another is ham. The word ham also
tan mean an amateur gadio operator, someone who likes to talk
with others by sendiﬁé‘ and Teaeﬁi%&shortwave radio signals.
Ham also can mean an actor, especially an actor who is full of
himself.

Turkey is another meat whose name has a second meaning.
It can mean someone or somecthing that is a failure. A ham actor
can turn a good play into a turkey. '

Still another kind of meat is the hot dog. The hot dog or
frankfurter is a sausage made from the meat of cows, pigs, tur-
keys, or chickens. But hot dog can mean something else. A hot
dog can be a person who is kind of like a ham actor. He is
someone who likes other people to watch him and cheer him.
A hot dog football player will make an casy play appear difficult.
so the crowd will. cheer.

3 Blitz

The word “blitz” means an attack or campaign.

At the beginning of World War Two, the powerful German:
army of Nazi leader, Adolf Hitler moved with great speed and
skill through western Europe. The Germans captured Poland,
Belgium, France and other countries in a very short time.

Hitler described his aggressive plan’ with the German word:

10
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“blitzkrieg.”  Blitzkrieg means war that is fought as quickly as:
lightning strikes.

Military experts around the world soon began to use the word
blitzkrieg to describe any fast moving, powerful attack by strong
forces.

Hitler’s blitzkrieg attack on western Europe succeeded for
awhile. But the Nazi leader was not able to defeat Britain.

As time passed, Hitler decided to bomb London and other
British cities to break the spirit of the British people and force
them to ourrendbrl'fg on, thousands of kilograms of German bombs
were falling on British cities every .day. The British people called
the attack another blitzkrieg, or “The Blitz.” '

British Prime Minister Winston Churchill described one series

‘@fk‘_ of raids in this way: “The new bombing began with the blitz of :

"" the city of Coventry on the night of November fourteenth.” Church--
ill wrote in his history of the war, “By the time the sun.came
up, nearly five hundred German aircraft had diopped six hundred
tons of high explosives and thousands of fire bombs.”

Use of the word blitz did not end when the Allied troops.
finally marched into Berlin in nineteen forty-five and Germany
surrendered. Instead, the word became even more popular.

People began to use the word blitz to describe any kind of”
strong action, campaign, or movement. For example, sports fans
in the United States use the word blitz to describe an aggressive
play by the defensive team in American football.

Political leaders also use the word blitz. A candidate to be--
come president of the United States may plan a campaign in which
he visits five different cities every day for two weeks. One day
he is in Boston, New York, Philadelphia, Baltimorc, «nd Washing-
ton. The next day he campaigns in Jacksonville, Orlando, New
Orleans, Houston and Dallas. Newspaper reporters who travel
with the candidate are likely to call this kind of campaigning a
political blitz,
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