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“It gives us the authors, great pleasure and satisfaction that through its translation
our work is being made available to the structural engineering profession in China. We are
very aware of the large risk to which certain parts of China are exposed because of periodic
devastating earthquakes in those regions. OQur primary aim was to address practising struc-
tural design engineers with the hope that they will, in their everyday work, utilize the prin-
ciples presented in this book. We firmly believe that the simple rational design strategy ad-
vocated, followed up by an equally important aspect of seismic design, the very careful de-
tailing of all potentially critical regions of a building. will, in the event of a major earth-
quake, prevent the loss of life, aad for moderate earthquakes mitigate damage. We extend
our best wishes to our colleagues and also wish them much success in deriving significant

benefits from this book in their endeavour to protect the people of China.

( _r". -::;_-
Christchurch, New Zealard, WZ(

March 1999” _
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