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Lesson One

The Diamond

There was a man called Ephraim who lived in Johannes-
burg. The family were immigrants. This is still true of all people
from Johannesburg,a city a century old. Ephraim was a middle
son.not brilliant or stupid.not good or bad. He was not.h'mg in
particular. His brothers became diamond merchants,but Ephraim
was not cut out for anything immediately obvious,and so at last
he was apprenticed to an uncle to learn the trade of diamond-cut-
ting. ~

To cut a diz;mcmd perfectly is an act like a samurai’s
swordthrust,or a master archer's centered arrow. When an im-
portant diamond is shaped,a man may spend a week,or even
weeks ,studying it .accumulanng powers of attention,memory,in-
tuition, till he has reached that moment when he finally knows
that a tap,no more,at just that point of tension in the stone will
split it exactly so.

While Ephraim learned to do this .iﬁe lived at home in a Jo-
hannesburg suburb;and his brothers and sisters married and had

families. He was the son who took his time about gétting mar-
1



ried,and about whom the family first joked,saying that he was
choosy;and the they remained silent when others talked of him
with that edge on their voices, irritated,a little malicious, even
frightened, which is caused by those men and women who refuse
to fulfill the ordinary purposes of nature. The kind ones said he
was a good son,working nicely under his uncle Ben,and living
respectably at home,and on Sunday nights playing poker with
bachelor {riends. He was twenty-five, then thirty, thirty-five,
forty. His parents became old and died,and he lived alone in the
family house. People stopped noticing him. Nothing was expected
of him.

Then a senior person became ill,and Ephraim was asked to
fly in his stead to Alexandria for a specis.xl job. A certain rich mer-
chant of Alexandria had purchased an uncut diamond as a present
for his daughter,who was to be married shortly. He wished only
the best for the diamond. Ephraim.revealed by this happening as
one of the world’s master diamond-cutters, flew to Egypt,spent
some days in communion with the stone in a quiet room inlthe
merchant’s house, aﬁd then caused it to fall apart into three
lovely pieces. These were for a ring and earrings. ‘

Now he should have flown home again; but the merchant
asked him to dinner. An odd chance that——unusual. Not many
people got inside that rich closed world. But perhaps the mer-

chant had become infected by the week of rising ténsion while



Ephraim became one with the diamond in a quiet room.
At dinner Ephraim met the girl for whom the jewels were

destined,
New words

trade/trerd/n. W 5. AR Tk
diamond/'daismand/n. &5H . &N
immigrant/'imigrant/n. ¥R
merchant/'ma:tfant/n. FA.EH
samurai/'seemurai/n. B, RTHR
swordthrust/'so:dfrast/n.  ¥17]
archer/'a:tfa/n. S#F
apéumulate/a:'kju:mju:leit/v. RH.EH
intuition/intju'ifan/n. BW.E¥EH
tension/'tenJon/n. T E.FF.H 5 (HHEDYEK
choosy/'tfuzi/a. & HHIRY
tap/tep/n. Wi
irritated/'iriteitidl,/a. BT
malicious/ma'lifas/a. - EEEY . BEH
apprentice/a'prentis /n. £

vt. ()% 68 (to)
bachelor/'beet[ala/n. B E
senior/sinja/a. SEIRHY . FTERAY
stead/sted/n. in sb’. s steed EFRA

communion/ka'mjumian/n.  H



odd/od/a.  FEEHY, EIRAY ; BAREY , R LM
destined/'destind/a. fPEEH . FIEH

Notes

1. Ephraim/'ifreiim/ {F# 5%

2
3.

wn

Alexandria/ae lig'zaindrio/ WHILA BT,
Johannesburg/dzsu'henisba:g/ HWENHE.HERKXH K
H.EREE AT M aEE.

. “To cut a diamond perfectly+---arrow”.

FEMYIB - HETREBERLFPHANRSHFFEHS
i —HHE e mEy.
“To cut a diamond perfectly” 1 17l 48 15 ¥ i&, like A1id], “&K

- ”

. »=-that a tap,no more,at just that point of tension in the stone

will split it exactly so. +===++ REEGREERNK DS LME
—K(CREEE . BB T 2R EHE BT,

. ==~ and then they remained silent - purpose of nature”

{8 2% 51 A R FRE RS RURTAY O W3kt B, RN #H AR R L
BOBEAZITHY SEPHFEEE, X ERBRE, X
B B R R R B 1SR

. “He wished o.:ﬂy the best for the diamond. "

e F B A AEYIF B R TR,

8. An old chance that —unusual ; “that”3§ L EXHH,



Useful phrases, collocations and idioms

in particular

be cut out for

at last

at the point of
take one’s time
live at (someplace)
expect of sb

in one's ;tead

as present for

in communion with

fulfill purpose

pe s WIS
B b AR
BE

gL R L

Mgm...
R
MEAFAFE,NE
RE. g8
R - e B LAY
o3 3
BH L LA HS

Ty ;ﬁﬁ*‘h‘:

point n,

IPEST R

Word study

From here ,we could easily see the point of land.

WX B BIBES BRI A A .
2)dot made by a pen 5 :

Please draw a full point at the end of the sentence.

BEART AR,



3)degree ., & :

The boiling point of water is 1007C.

KR AR 100C,
4)chief idea B &, B &,

Would you please give out the point of the theory?

WA XA B E A TG

The point is to remove yourself from a potentially dangerous
situation at once. HE SR ED L NA G HERR A M B
5. '
S)FE M, W

There is very little point in protesfing.

BWBHFT 28 L.
6)characteristic 4§14F

He has many good points and few bad points.

EFREN SRR,

point out  FEH
point at I5¥

a case in point 5% fiE
point by point E&’

point of view W5

wish ot B v
AR5 % that W) that SEX F &, NE Pl % A 6.8
AEBMEREIARFTKTETANREXAFEEREFEE "B

6



B

I wish I were rich.

BERBAE.

They wish they could speak English as fluently as Americans.

s B b i1 MR R E A — R A
2)have as a desire B, FHE

They wished the voyage at an end.

TR BT E—FE.

1 wish to stay with you. #F BHIRE—R.

1 wish you to be happy. FHNENE.

Wish you success. FLIRR !
3)wish for ,ﬁ‘ﬁﬁ@] Y.

How he wished for an opportunity to go aborad.

thELFEEISLEM! (miz_wm%#xm.

odd adj.
1)strange ,unusual & 8, A FHEHY.
He was given an odd chance to perform in the public. %T fih
— ORI A L2 A AT AGE TR,
2)5eparated from its pair or set B H ,E 4,
That beggar wore an odd shoe walkmg in the street. 25
FE-OQHEHELE.
3)not regular AH M«
He likes to do some odd jobs. fi E- 3 T8 35,



Work on the Text

I'. Read the text carefully and decide which one is true,which is

false .

1.

Ephraim wasn’t brilliant but was good at cutting dia-

mond. )

. When Ephraim learned to cut diamond, he got married.

( )

. At last, Ephraim was able to cut a diamond perfectly.

( )

- Ephraim’s family made fun of him,saying that he was too

) careful about marriage. ( )

o

- Ephraim cut the diamond into three pieces in Alexandria.

( )

At dinner, Ephraim met the girl, who was the merchant’s

daughter. ( ) ’

I . Choose the best answer:

]

1.

2.

I’'m going to the meeti_ng.and

A. s0 does Davy b 50 is Davy

C. so goes Davy D. Davy is so

I'm quite certain that ____ - you said is wrong.

A.which . B.all C. this D. what

.3. He is looking to seeing you again soon.



\

A.up B. out C. around D. forward

4. She had to - her dress because sht had lost weight,
A. transform B. shift
C.cut D. alter

5. It's impossible to finish the task
A.in such a short time ~
B.in so a short time
C. in such short time
D. in a so short time
6. If you drive from the airport, go along the motorway and
follow the __ to the city.
A. points B. signs C.plans D. ways
7. Always arrive on time when you have a/an
A. plan B. statement

C. appiontment D. argument

. Choose the given words and fill in the blanks:

Then a senior person became ill,and Ephraim was asked

tofly _ his stead to Alexandria fora ______ job. A cer-
tain rich merchant’ ___ Alexandria had purchased an un-
cut diamond as a present for his daughter  was to be
married shortly. He wished only the best __ the diamond
Ephraim revealed  this happening __ one of the.

world®s master diamond-cutters. He flew to Egypt, spent

g



some days in communion with the stone in a room in

the  house and then caused it to fall apart into three
lovely pieces. These were for a ring and _____ earrings.
1. A.in B.at C. with D. of
2. A. good B. special C.bad D. ordinary -
3. A.at B. of C.on D.in
4. A.whom B.which C.who D. that
5. A. for B. into C.of D. as
6. A. with B. by C. off D. after
7.A.as  B.such  C.so D. if
8. A.noise  B.quiet  C.trouble D. fun
9. A.daughte:’s. B. senior’s
C. merchant’s D. brother’s .

10.A.a B.an C. the D./

V. Translate following sentences into English:
1. BN EE, (none's stead)
2. WX ERYEMGERIT., (be destined)
3. R AT KEMNFIEMEMLRE. (accumulate)
4 PEKOFEFHTTANKERNRTHE . (fall apart
into)

5. i HEEE . XETMFRFIERIVL., (odd chance)

V. Translate the following sentences into Chinese .
10



1. Till he has reached that moment when he finally knows
that a tap,no more, at just that point of tension in the
stone will split it exactly so.

2. Not many people got inside that rich closed world.

3. His brothers hecame diamond merchants, but Ephraim
was not cut out for anything immediately obvious.

4. At dinner,Ephraim met the girl for whom the jewels were
destined.

VI. Make the following fragments into a complete sentence:
1. it is, a short time, to have, in such, for us,the walls,
painted ,impossible
2. it is, of importance, generally,to a man, knows himself,
thought,to be,that, he -
3. we ,unclear ,completely, a meetiné,the purpose of which,

was,had

VI. Write the numbers 1 to 6 on a piece of paper, for the six
paragrapﬁs in the story. Then choose Lhe best title for each
paragraph from the list,and ﬁrite the title letter next to the
paragraph number. Be careful . There are ten titles in gll,but
you will need only six: '
a)The art of diamond cutting
b)The girl

11



c)Rising tension

d)Invitation to dinner

e)Ephraim becomes a diamond cutter
DA timé-consuming job

g)A city of immigrants

h)Ephraim's family

i)An unexpected job

1)Single and ‘middle-aged

1E¥: Grammar

BIES
(The Subjuntive Mood)

(=)

BAGES R R — R R B E R R .
AL,

RS S e B R - |

BERENDHDTFHRNAEE . EENETES, —XREE
Sk, —RRBN ARG, NERROWERETELEN. B
B A4 R R R R B LR A W AT S R K Y
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WHEGES AT EA SRS,
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