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1.  Survey sniffs out® facts
~ about smelling

In the largest scratch-and-sniff test ever®, 1. 5 million
people with a nose for science® have shown that the
little-understood sense of smell can vary widely depending
upon gender®, age and culture.

In a worldwide survey of readers, Natioral Geographic
Magazine® and collaborating researchers said Thursday
some common preconceptions® about smell—such as
pregnant women being more odor-sensitive® _ appear
unfounded® and that people take the sense of smell for
granted®,

“We had a lot of people reporting temporarily losing
their sense of smell, because of a cold or such things, and
they didn’t think much of it.» Dr. Avery Gilbert told a
news briefing®, *Can you imagine their reaction if it were
their sight and they were temporarily blinded by a cold? I
don’t think they’d be as casual about it®, »

The survey, consisting of questionnaires® containing
scratch-and-sniff panels®, produced an unprecedented

amount of information about smell, the least umderstood of
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the five senses, said National Geographic Editor Wilbur
.Garrett.

Instead of the expected 1 percent to 3 percent reply
rate, almost 13 percent of the magazine’s readers sent back
29 tons of surveys, he said.

Early findings of the survey, which resulted in so
much data that full analysis may take years, confirmed
some beliefs about smell and called others into question®,
said the researchers,

They included :

% Almost two out of three®people have suffered at
least a temporary loss of smell, usually because of a cold,
flu® or sinus infection®, but only 1.2 percent have a
permanent loss. '

"« Smoking tobacco affected perceptions of almost
every odor, making some weaker and other stronger.
Smokers had a blunted response to odor quality®, general-
ly finding unpleasant odors to be less so and pleasant
smells to be less pleasant.

¥ Women usually smell more acutely tha men.
However, pregnant women may experience a diminished
sense of smell®, opposite of what had been believed.

% Both pleasant and unpleasant odors can evoke?® vi-
vid memories of the past, but this ability appears to
decrease gradually with age.
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» Odor detection ability declines slowly with age,
starting when people are in their 20s, although it remains
near youthful levels well into the 60s.

From The Daily Texan Sept. 11, 1987.
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2. Sign-language learning ©

Three types of sign language are used under various
conditions ¢ fingerspelling®, signed English and American
Sign Language.

F‘ingerspelling,' by far the most cumbersome®, is used
mainly in situations such as spelling a person’s name, a
city or any other rarely used word.

Signed English, the version most frequently taught to
young people learning sign language as their first lan-
guage, involves learning a sign for each English word.
Waord order and usage is unchanged. Signed English is
often used for simultaneous interpretation®and often
appeared on public television before the days of closed-

captioning®.
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The most common form of sign language, American
Sign Language (ASLAM), bears almost no relation to
spoken English®, “I have gone to California ” would be
roughly translated to “touch finish California. ”

With ASLAM, words from any language may be
substituted for English versions. The spoken translation of
gestures changes, but physical gestures and meaning stay
the same®.

ASLAM does what Esperanta®, the so-called “univer-
sal language, ¥ failed to do. If one can communicate in
ASLAM, one can speak to the French, Russians, Chinese or
any other people on the planet.Can a student of
Sanskrit® make the same claim®?

. The frequency of closed-captioned television demon-
strates the tremendous number of deaf or hearing-impaired
people in the United States, Actions by the University,
such as making it more attractive for students to learn
sign language, have the potential to make a significant
percentage of the student body able to communicate with
these future coworkers, employers and friends.

Sign language has every characteristic of spoken lan-
guages, including slang®, dialects® and words that cannot
be directly translated to English. Learning sign language
requires students to master completely different rules of

grammar and a new vocabulary, just as they must with
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French, German or Spanish®,

From The Daily Texzan Jan. 14, 1988.
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3. Austin man plants flowers to

improve roadside views

Traffic jams and black exhaust® can make driving
to work or school a chore®, but in the spring the drive
may be less tedious®, thanks in part to® one Austinite®
and his love of wilflowers.

Every September for the past seven years, John
Street, a local builder, has been planting wildflowers along
highways in Austin. *We’ve now done nearly all of
Mopac (Loop 1) and Ed Bluestein Boulevard®, ” he said.

Street’s seeds don’t all fall on Texas soil. About 8, 000
seed packages are mailed out around the world, and state
Attorney General® Jim Mattox even took some to Russia,
Street said.

“It’s like a little bit of Texas going out®once a year,
he said.

When Street started planting bluebonnets® along Mo-
pac, he did not know whether it was legal. *We are going
to do it at riight " Street said, He later found out that the
Texas Department of Highways and Public Transportat;on
loves what he is doing,




"We think he is doing a great service for the
community and the department, ” said Barrie Cogburn, a
highways department landscape architect. She said the
bluebonnets are not only beautiful, but they also add
nitrogen® to the soil.” ¢

Every year, Street receives help from a different
Austin youth group. This vear he plans to plant around
Austin High School and have Austin High students help
with the planting®,

He also receives help from his three children, David,
10, Katie, 8, and Andrew, 6, "It’s the most natural thing in
the world for them, " Street said. He said his children have
been planting bluebonnets for as long as they can
remember.

With alil this help, Street declines the offers of voiun-
teers. He also declines® offers of money for his bluebon-
net seeds. He said he believes “the best way to receive is to
give, ”

Street’s efforts are rewarded every March and April
when the wildflowers bloom. *I can’t tell you how good I
feel every spring when I see the bluebonnets coming
up®, " he said.

- From The Daily Texan Dec. 10, 1987,



zZ B

g Rask, e R ES
C BIEE RS B T — A . chore/tloy n. kMY

(FEEMIHE

. tedious/'tixdies/ a. HAKHM
. thanks to*-» 2% HF

e. g. Thanks to your help,we finished the task ahead of
schedule. ES{RMEEIMRITRIZET 5.
in part —ERHMEILRLERHER 20

- REHTA
- BUNTIT S K A4 Ak 2 B 45 AR
- HFEEEER

G|

. R EA BEHETEGRMNE

. nitrogen/'naitridzen/ n.

. help with sth. iRa[PLiH help to do sth. s help do sth,
. decline/di'klain/ vt. ## '

Mt kit R¥

'4. Girls are mentally stronger than
boys, say psychologists

"Contrary to® popular belief, girls are not by na-

ture® psychologically weaker and less resilient®” than

boys, but rather® %t is boys who are more likely to
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develop psychological problems throughout their child-
hood, " report two Maryland® psychologists.

Julius Segal, Ph. D., and Zelda Segal write in the
April issue of Perents Magazine that “during the first
grade, they (boys) are referred for psychological help®
about ten times more frequently than girls. ”

In further analyzing gender differences in children,
the Segals said, “In terms of® overall intelligence levels,
girls and boys are equal — but where specific intellectual
abilities are concerned, some sex differences do emerge®
For example, in the early years, girls are better at spell-
ing, vocabulary, reading comprehension, and writing than
boys. Boys, on the otﬁer hand, are more adept at perceiv-
ing depth, solving mazes@. and working with geometric
forms. In math, girls do as well as boys in the early grade
— but later on, boys assume® the advantage; indeed most
cﬁi!dren who reveal exceptional talents? in math by junior
high® are males. W’hether this advantage is innate or
absorbed through exposure and experience, however, is still
very much a matter of debate®, ”

The psychologists note® that convictions regarding
children’s behavior, personality traits® and capacities are
often based on personal opinion and expectation rather
than scientific evidence®. Girls, for example, are typically
viewed as considerably more altruistic® and helpful than
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boys despite the fact that boys’ and girls’ behavior on this
score shows no marked differences®. Yet even when
mothers and fathers are well enough informed about® sex
differences, the information often tegds to unduly color®
their perceptions of their children and their relationships
with them. It is true, of course, that on the average,
certainsex differences do exist in children. Some are
based on biological makeup®, others on differences in the
ways we rear®our boys and girls — most are combinations
of the two.

"No matter how intriguing the findings of psycholo-
gists on sex differences may seem, keep in mind that they
are based on averages of large numbers of children —and
moreover, that the differences are small, ” the Segals
caution in their monthly column®. “For example, many
girls exceed many boys in physical prowess®and mathe-
matical skill. Remember, too, that group differences tell us
absolutely nothing about any particular ydungster. "o

From Ausiin American-Statesman, May 4, 1987.
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5. Druid Halloweeno

Did you know that Halloween was once actually a
New Year celebration and that trickmf—treating@ is based
on an ancient custom?

. The ancient Druids celebrated an important feast,
Samhain®, on the iast day of October. Celebrated after the
harvest, Samhain marked the beginning of a new growing
season and a new year,

An important rite® was the lighting of great bonfires®
to frighten away evil spirits®, as it was thought that

. ghosts and witches® feared fire. Children were sent out to
beg for alms® and material to ligtht the fires — hence, the

——
custom of trick-or-treating began.

The tradition of Halloween pranks® resulted from the
belief that ghosts, witches and other visiting spirits created
mischief® on this night. Therefore, the Druids assumed any
practical joke could be blamed on these supernatural
forces®,

From Auslin American-Statesman Oct. 5, 1987
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