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THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA







1. U.S. A

The United States, or the United States of America, is.a
federal republic consisting of 50 states and the District of
Columbia.l The country is called the USA or 51mply
America.: [t covers the widih of -the north American con-
tinent between Canada and Mexico and also includes Alaski
and the Hawaiian Istanids. 2 The United States is the fourth
largest nation in the world in terms of area and pOpuIatmn 3
Its abundant natural rcsources4 have helped if to, lead ths
world5 in mdustrlal output and agrlcultural productton .

The United States ongmated with the signing ef the
Declarat;o_n of. I_ndcpcndence on, July 4, 1776..5. The Con-
stitution creating the prcéent federal system of government
was written in 1787 and ratified by '1789.7 As~Americans
pushed westward; building settlements in the wilderness,
new -states: were added to the original 3 on the Atfantic
Goast® Alaska and Hawaii, the 49th and SOth states, resPéc- ,
tively, were admltted to the Umon9 m 1959 The ?rontler
expemence ‘played an 1mportant role m shapmg the A-
merican_character and mstltutlons 1° |

"The U S Constltutlon, w1th its prov1s10ns ﬁn‘ popula;‘
represcntatmn and its guarantee of n_)_g.p"ldual frcedoms, in-

&



spired revolutionaries throughout the world during the 19th
century.1l American influence became even more wide-
spread in the 20th century, when the United States became
a world economic and military power. Even the tastes of A-
merican consumers, from rock music to Coca-Cola, spread
to people in every land12, |

(&3 7] ‘
1. afederal republic consisting of 50 states and the District of

Columbia: (#5H + A MAFA I 5 K B FSENE.

2. It covers the width of ... and the Hawaiian Islands: &5
‘kﬂ&ﬁﬁzmr ARt Ed, cREM NN T RA#E 5.
Hawaiian Islands: FRBB &R & B B B # M 60— B & &),
Hawail: § R#(RENSEHH, EWBAERERS, EFYRED
Honolulu), 3 EISAM%EX#BHRBREXNS L.

3. in terms of area and population: WFEHMA O KRR,

4. abundant natural resources: LEMERYE H. resource # i
2%, : ' “

5. to lead the world: EBHE R, "k

6. The United States originated with the signing of the Declaration
of Independence on JUIY 4, 1776: ZERMBIBRHET-LEAFLA
B H SRUBIEF", originate with: F T & I T ,the Declara-
t\on of Independence ( %E)?ﬂiﬂﬁ. ;

7. The Constitution creating the present federal system, of govern«
ment was written in 1787 and ratified by 1789: 4 3145 5; S kY
% EEWT—EALETR, — LA NEHR, the Constitution: ik,
KEMREEEE, HitmegR, Comtimﬁ?n ﬁ%k}"%’q

8. As Americans pushed westward,..on the Atlante Coast: b #

4 e e



REAGHEAT BAERTRY EEARLZE, EXTRRRES + =2
A ER X m TR M. be added to the original: ZEFERNE
R Lm, FEETAMEFE LS TRENS. BIBEK), BEE
B+ =AM Z b, R B MR L BRE T Lt E —— I AN IRIFBOF
B BREEF=AHLSS, FEMHRABEERREFNLEGR] A &
Mo SRS AR R AR IR R B R A R E IR

9. respectively, were admitted to the Union: 4 5mA T B
. ‘

10. The frontier experience played an iniportant role in shaping the
American character and institutions: B HRABR RS B B4
SR TRERM. play an important role in: 7E-- Jj WEEH

M.
11. The U.S. Constitution ... during the 19th century: % % ik

UXFERRUENAREILH T A M RE, SRT TS 21
RUEME.

12. Even the tastes of American consumers, from rock music to
Coca-Qolé, spread to people in every land: R HHE ¥ BENELE (A
AEFFATOTR)BRREEARZS,



- 2. Thé=La.-nd of America .

The United States is a varied land — of forests; deserts,
mountains, high flat lands and fertile plains.! Almost every
kind of climage may be found but the country lies mostly in
the temperate zone: 2 The continental United Statesstretches
4,500 kilometers from the Atlantic Ocean :on the east to the:
Pacific Ocean on the west. 3 It borders Canada on the north,
and reaches south to Mexico and the Gulf of Mexico.4
A fast railroad train, traveling 96 kilometers an hour; takes
morc than 48 hours to cross the country. e

A Jet plane crosscs the contmental United States from east:
to west in about five hqurs. Takmg ofT from an Atlant;c:
coast airport, the plane is soon ﬂymg over the gentle slclggs
of the Appalachian Mountains.® Then, for hundreds of
kilometers it crosses the fertile fields of the farm belt6 of the
great Middle West. To the north, on clear days, passengers
may see the five Great Lakes? located between the United
States and Canada. Continuing into the West, the plane
flies over vast prairies® and rough cattle-grazing country. ?
Soon the snow-topped Rocky Mountains appear in the
distance. After crossing these high ranges, the plane can
almost glide down into the rich valleys of California and,”

6



finally, to a landing not.far frgm the beaches of the Pacific
Ocean. 10

Including the states of Alaska and Hawaii, the Umted
States covers an area of 9 million square kilometers. Alaska
borders on northwestern Canada; Hawaii lies in the Pacific
3,200 kilometers from the mainland.!! Alaska, is the largest
in area of the 50 states, and Texas, 12 in the southern part of
the country, is second in size. Texas alone is larger than-
France, and Alaska is twice as big as Texas. ‘

From the Appalachian Mountains in the East to the
Rocky Mountains in the West, the center of the country is
dramed by the Mississippi and Missouri Rivers and their
branchcs.13 These rivers form a 19, OOO kllometer system
of waterwaysl4 that are connected to the Great Lakcs 1nv
the north by a canal. The Mississippi is one Qf the world’s
great rivers; it was known to American {ndians as the “fa-.
ther:of waters.”"Water from the source of its-main branch,
the Missouri River, flows about 6,400 kilometers from: the
northern Rocky Mountains, to the mouth of the M1351531pp1"
in the Gulf of Mexico.16

Other important rivers are the Yukon!” in ‘Alaska, about
3,000 kilometers long; the Rio Grande, 18 which flows for
some 3,200 kilometers and forms part of the United States-
Mexico border; the Columbia,9 which rises in western
Canada29 and continues in the United States for about
1,900 kilometers west of the Rocky Mountains; and the

7



Colorado, 2! which begins in the Rocky Mountains and flows
southwest for some 2,300 kilometers. For 342 of these kilo-
meters the Colorado flows through the magnificent Grand
Canyon, cayved through the ages by the river’s waters. 22
Other well-known rivers include the Hudson,23 which
meets the Atlantic Ocean at New York City; the Potomac, 24
bordering the national capital at Washington; and the
Ohio, 25 a branch of the Mississippi that flows west from the
Appalachian Mountains.

I’ 8

1. The United States is a varied land...and fertile plains: & H &
—ARESHBUHER, FHRE, DB, WK, FEARENERY
TR, varied: ZFEHN,

2. but the country lies mostly in the temperate zone: B3 4~ B
R KT WA, lie in: 15,

3. The continental United States stretches...on the west: 3% H 8
e bR 43 AR T8 B9 K B 0 1 7 B D T R HLBIRF- ¥, stretch: it
B, 4H, the Adantic Ocean: KFi¥:, the Pacific Ocean: K¥ ¥,

4. It borders Canada ... the Gulf of Mexico: EHb4Bim& Xk, &
ERTRNBEES,

5. the gentle slopes of the Appalachian Mountains: B B 5323
Ll Bk 3% 7 B i #1035

6. the farm belt: F i #; R X,

7. the five Great Lakes: Hk#, MFxEEGmE ki, BK
AR H Lake Superior ({58 k), 4k & ¥ Lake Huron, #
gy Lake Michigan, {53 Lake Erie fii Kugij Lake Ontario,

§
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8. prairie (=grassland): (EIXEE,

9. rough cattlegrazing country: i A EH & MR,

10. After crossing these high ranges...to a landing not far from the
beaches of the Pacific Ocean: kX ER K 255, KHJLEH L
AR R TN R R A IR T T, BURER AT K REN
Ji%Hi. California: JFBREN, - NEOER N XERHE=Z+—1
Wy LHK“HE&M” (The Golden State),

11. mainland: & -f,

2. Texas: BIEERIM, — \WEERYEERE =+ M,

13. From the Appalachian Mountains in the East ..by the Missis-
sippi and Missouri Rivers and their branches: M\ 3% B AHEH b 21 32
WAl BB T AR 5 2 B AR R D, BB .
HEMRHE LT,

14. waterway: fi@; KB,

15. the “father of waters”: “JL | Z4&",

16. Water from the source of its main branch...to the mouth of the
Mississippi in the Gulf of Mexico: % 75 7 bl M & BT ¥ 3 L ik
EHHBRATRESRTHELGE, EROFHNEE H LTO0L
RAATHEAL.

17. the Yukon: H &,

18. the Rio Grande: #4223,

19. the Columbia: BT H,

20. rises in western Canada: % EHTFMERTGEH,

21. the Colorado: # B R £,

22. For 342 of these kilometers the Colorado flows ... by the river’s
waters. IR TZHABRKWAFNEWAZHMN A RRZEN B
KO AT, TR A BT K R AR AR A N T2 IR



